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few days ago, I heard the 
hour-long third State of the 
Nation Address of Pres. Noynoy 
Aquino to his more than 100 
million superiors, the Filipino 
people. Of course, everyone 
expected him to lay down his 
accomplishments and he didn't 
disappoint. As unapologetic as 
he seemed, the President, in 
all confidence, declared decent 
figures on GDP, Philhealth, 
TESDA, jobs and the most-fun 
part in the Philippines, tourism among other things. 
Great stories. I would say that probably the best 
thing that had happened over the last three years 
in the country is his presence as the head of the 
state which cultivated a change in perception of the 
Philippines and its citizens to a more positive and 
receptive energy among locals and international 
communities. Not bad for the bachelor president 
but I believe that success is probably still a step 
further. 

As of this writing, typhoon Gener had already 
killed seven people and left more than 40,000 
persons affected. I remember this particular line he 
mentioned at the start of his SONA and I quote, 


"Relief goods are ready even before a storm 
arrives. Rescue services are always on standby, 
and the people are no longer left to fend for 
themselves." Now, I wonder, are these people, 
his bosses, getting what he owes them in this 
particular moment? I certainly hope so. 

I am supposed to talk about success as we 
aim to inspire you with by this issue, so let me 
apologize for stating my unsure love for PNoy 
earlier. As much as I want to talk about him, 
probably to have a drink with him while we 
both read this magazine, I would rather share 
my amusement to our beautiful cover girl Iwa 
Moto who's making a comeback on the scene 
after a hiatus. We enjoyed spending the day with 
this vivacious woman, as I am pretty sure the 
horse did too. Moreover, turn your page to this 
month's Interview with Tom Cruise and Man of 
the Month, Richard Sanz and take cues on how 
to successfully achieve your vision in life and live 
it. 

Of course, we will not let you down without 
our list of the great items we have found in 
our PLAYLIST and PLAYGROUND to keep you 
updated with the PLAYBOY lifestyle. 

Without further ado, indulge yourself with this 
month's ladies. Enjoy this issue! 
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TOES-KNEES-SHOULDER-HEAD: 16 

THE BIOLOGY OF YOUNG CRIME 
BY MACOYTANTOCO 

With the signing of the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 
2006 by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, the Philippines 
joined the bandwagon of introducing a new juvenile justice 
system. Macoy Tantoco explains its implications. 


FEATURE 


THE ULTIMATE SEX LIFESTYLE 41 

BY MICHEL ANDRE CONSTANT 

Michel Andre Constant brings you a closer look at the 
inner workings of the swinger-culture of this city. 

LIFE IMITATES ART 8 5 

BY JOHN PAUL LACAP 

Depiction on TV of zombies in the city seems to have taken 
a scary twist when a number of cannibal-like crimes have 
been reported in the US, Canada and China. Here is a look 
at some of the cases. 

MICHONNE’S STORY 87 

BY ROBERT KIRKMAN 

An exclusive graphic tale from Robert Kirkman, creator of 
The Walking Dead 


FICTION 


THE ORPHAN MASTER’S SON 80 

BY ADAM JOHNSON 

Jun Do labored with a band of orphans in North Korea until 
he got a special assignment—kidnapping Japanese talent. 

Adam Johnson takes you inside the strangest country in 
the world. 



P PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 

MAN OF THE MONTH: RICHARD SANZ J 6 

BY STEPHANIE D. RAQUEL 

Richard Sanz is PLAYBOY'S Man of the Month for May. 

With only six years of experience in the food business, 

Richard Sanz already won the prestigious Agora Award 
for Entrepreneurial Marketing. Hear him talk about tough 
love in the workplace and how the Playboy has evolved 
throughout the years. 

TOM CRUISE 

A candid conversation with the billion-dollar movie star 
about his -impressive career comeback and the PR missteps 
that nearly destroyed it all. To catch up with Cruise, 

PLAYBOY sent Michael Fleming to the Baton Rouge set 
of Oblivion, a postapocalyptic sci-fi thriller that was just 
getting under way. 


20Q— RHYSIFANS 68 

Rhys Ifans's success and movie star perspective gets 
unraveled as he talks to Stephen Rebello about the common 
denominator on his choice of women, his humble beginnings 
from working-class Wales to theater and television fame, and 
his two cents on the Spiderman reboot. 
























DEAR PLAYBOY 


Dear Playboy, 

I would like to congratulate you for a great special issue this May-June 
2012. It was a big surprise that Nina was on the cover but it was tastefully 
done so her transition as a conservative singer to a sexy siren was very 
classy. Hoping to get more surprises. Love you guys! 

Rainier, 28, via-email 

Dear Rainier , 

We’re glad that you feel that 
way about the Nina cover 
because that’s exactly what 
we were going for. Expect 
more of the unexpected from 
us because we still have a lot 
of tricks up our sleeves. 

Dear Playboy, 

Hi! I'm Mayden and I am deeply 
annoyed of how my boyfriend 
collects PLAYBOY. I don't see any 
point why he would like to see 
other girls - nude girls! Does he 
not find me enough?! 

Mayden, 32, via-email 

Dear Mayden, 

Maybe your boyfriend reads 
it for the quality articles that 
we put in every month. The 
aim of PLAYBOY Philippines 
is to offer men whatever 
they’re interested in and 
women just happen to fall 
under that category. Like 
us, your boyfriend probably 
appreciates the female form 
in all its aesthetic glory. Don’t 
begrudge him for that. 

Dear Playboy, 

How come your parties are 
so expensive? I have always 
dreamed of being in a PLAYBOY 
party though and I still would 
like to go soon. I'm actually saving up for it. What should I expect from it? 
Hope it's worth every cent. 

Danny Boy, 29, via-email 

Dear Danny, 

They’re expensive because we try to make sure that we give 
quality entertainment. This is PLAYBOY after all. We’re not your 
average men’s magazine. We’re not going to ruin the surprise for 
you by telling you what to expect but you can be sure assured that 
it is worth every cent. 
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Juan Teodoro Mercado I love Juliana Palermo! Great cover!!! 
July 10 at 6:55pm ■ Like - iS 1 

l , Alrovir Salceda Adolfo I wish that Is my left hand!!!!! 

July 18 at 6:58pm • Like 


JL 
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Jonas Tarakis i want juliana wow.hot...she pretty 

July 11 at 6:28am * Like 


Dear Playboy, 

I always look forward to your International Women features. I love ladies 
with different ethnicities! Will you come out with a special collector's item 
featuring all of your International Women? I'm definitely getting a copy. 
Mandy So, 25, via-email 


Dear Mandy, 

We’re doing something even 
better than that; we’re bringing 
some of the best of those lovely 
ladies over so you can see 
them in the flesh. Expect this to 
happen sometime soon. That’s 
the project we’re most excited 
about this year. 

Dear Playboy, 

Is it true that Playmates are 
working in your office? I thought 
that could never exist. But I heard 
from a friend who bought a 
magazine there that he saw some 
Playmates doing errands inside the 
PLAYBOY office! I mean that's really 
awesome! Can you post photos of 
them? Thanks! 

Kenny, 25, via-email 

Dear Kenny, 

Yes, it is! Some of our Playmates 
actually hold important 
positions in the company 
including the editorial team’s 
very own, Sky Aisuru, the 
reigning Playmate of the year. 
As for seeing pictures of them 
in action, why not do what your 
friend did and purchase some 
issues at the office? 


Dear Playboy, 

Big ups to PLAYBOY for having 
a very great cover with Juliana 
Palermo! I love how you have two 
centerfolds for the July issue. You guys are continuously amazing the 
Filipino readers! More power! 

Samuel, 30, via-email 

Dear Samuel, 

We’re glad that you enjoyed that issue because we definitely 
enjoyed putting it together. Rest assured, we will continue to 
amaze, surprise and maybe even shock the Pilipino reader. Keep 
reading! 


oreo iPontejOS ©brainyoreo 10 Uul * 1 

I love this one more :D MsJPalermo on the cover of Playboy_PH 
this July :D pic.twitter.com/123zQy7d 

I GOT U mFtoscoe 10 Jul 1 

Wow... That's all I can say <31 ^MsJPalermo on the cover of 
Playboy_PH this July :D pic.twitter.com/3zyVDC Be 

Trewaldo Penas II 2 Stre waldo 20 Jul 1 

@Playboy_PH Congratulations & kudos on the sensational July 


issue!:) PiaymateBilly PlaymateSky ©playmate]obie 



SEND US YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 
CONTACT US AT PLAYBOY<|i>PBPHIL.COM 
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FASHION 94 

SUITING UP 
BY RAPHAEL SORIANO 

It's not called a suit for nothing. It should conform to 
your contours and unique dimension like armor. Here's 
what you should look for when purchasing a suit. 


GROOMING 95 

SCENT UP, CHAMP 
BY RAPHAEL SORIANO 

Even in getting fit, water can also be a tool to help 
achieve that lean, strong body that you need to stay 
young and virile. Bernice Varona gives options on what 
you can do with (and in) water for a healthier, fitter you. 


WELLNESS 96 

YOUR FIRST SPA GUIDE 
BY ARIANNE OLEGARIO 

If the spa is still an unexplored region for you then here is 
the lowdown on what the wellness rave is about and why 
you should visit a spa soon. 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE 97 

DRAFT GASTROPUB 
BY SKY AISURU 

While you may have good feet now, proper precautions 
should keep any future problems at bay. This piece on 
grooming aims to reinforce that adage about prevention, 
and to make your hooves finally happy. 

GEARBOX 98 

THE MOST ICONIC SUVS OF OUR TIME 
BY JON GANCAYCO 

The SUV has come a long way from being a reliable trekker 
to coveted luxury. Jon Gancayco traces the evolution of this 
street king to list down the most loved SUV's of our time. 


PICTORIALS 


COVER STORY 30 

IWAMOTO 

The reality show player turned villainess 
conjures her domineering side that is sure 
to get you on your knees. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMAN 18 

OF THE MONTH 
RAINY DAY JORDAN 

With a name like Rainy Day Jordan, you can be sure 
that you're in for something unique that you dare not 
miss. Our International Woman for this month goes 
really well with the stormy weather. 



PLAYMATE OF THE MONTH 
GREY GOMEZ 

August is a grand month for Grey as she embraces 
the part of being a Playmate. This sultry temptress 
goes all-out to keep you hot and bothered. 

ASIAN BEAUTY 
ABBICASTELVI 

Fall prey into Abbi castelvi's sensual side as she strips 
off to monsoon rains. Enjoy her images as she entices 
with flowing allure. 

SPECIAL FEATURE; PLAYBOY 
PHILIPPINES MISS INTERNATIONAL 
KATHERINE BAUTISTA AND ZIMRA 
GUERTZ 

Two women poised to conquer your hearts. While 
we look forward to meeting them soon, frolic with 
Katherine and Zimra and enjoy these fine jewels, even 
finer than their side of the world could offer. 
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Dear Playboy, 

I think all men get horny when they 
drink, am I right? I usually go out every 
weekend to celebrate and look for 
girls who want to go home with me. 

And of course, I succeed well most of 
the time. The problem is sometimes I get too drunk 
that I can't get it up. Is there an exact amount of 
alcohol that I can consume enough for me to get 
really horny and yet perform well at the same time? 
Thanks! 

Dicky Lee, 27 -via-email 

A fairly good amount of alcohol may 
make one lose inhibitions though 
its effects may vary to every person. 

Know however that too much of 
it will not make your body very 
unpredictable. The penis gets erect 
when one is mentally stimulated and 
the blood flows through its vessels. An 
overconsumption of alcohol however 
causes the blood vessels to dilate, 
including that of the penis, so one 
would have trouble keeping it up 
and firm. If you think you are about 
to get lucky, limit your intake to up 
two drinks only, or just stop drinking 
altogether and find some other way to 
work up your natural mojo. 

Dear Playboy, 

Would you recommend the sex teas 
that are sold in drugstores? What are 
its effects? I want to try it out since 
my girlfriend is requesting an all-day 
date in bed. I think I need an extra kick 
for us to have a perfect date. But I'm 
too scared that I might end up in an 
awkward scene in the hospital! Help! 

Robby, 32 -via-email 


be important to you now. If your wife is convincing 
you to save up, you may need to reconsider her take 
on it and discuss this issue thoroughly. Think and 
rethink moderation and sensibility and practicality. 


bald and get the reactions about how 
it looks early on. The hair you have left 
will grow back and you could explore 
on different looks if it doesn't work 
out. 

Dear Playboy, 

Being the eldest in a family with a business involving 
cigarettes and alcohol, I knew at some point I would 
have to continue what my father has started and 
built. Now I'm 28 and engaged to a 
pre-school teacher who is also my 
college sweetheart. My friends tell me 
it's too early but I don't really mind. 
She's the one. Life happens though and 
she doesn't like that I'm continuing the 
footsteps of my father. I understand 
that having a business that's connected 
to vices really include girls and crazy 
parties. How do I make sure she trusts 
me? 

Trust Issues, 28 -via-email 

Try to communicate openly. Find a 
right time and mood to discuss what 
you want and need. Now that you're 
engaged it's a good start to think and 
decide as a couple without limiting 
each others' individuality. You may 
want to know the root cause of her 
dislike of cigarettes and alcohol and 
agree towards a compromise. Get a 
clear message across that the nature of 
a business does not necessarily equate 
to a way of life. Discuss how you can 
draw the line between your marital 
life and the social responsibilities the 
enterprise expects of you. There's no 
better time to begin to garner her trust 
through your personal perspective and 
character but now. 


Performance-enhancing teas are 
beneficial depending on how receptive 
one's body is to its components. They 
generally contain herbs and special 
organic formulation that induces 
healthy blood flow, which is crucial in 
getting and maintaining an erection. 

These teas help to relieve fatigue and 
energize to stimulate mental clarity. 

Sexual drive taps a mental state first 
after all. We suggest you drink the tea 
only when you have to, if you feel like 
you won't be able to get an erection 
after maybe ejaculating twice. The 
tea will invigorate. It is best to check the label and 
follow the recommended dosage. An uncontrolled 
dose could lead to complications such as a numbing 
on the legs, or a queasy feeling for a few hours. 
Read enclosed instructions and follow if you don't 
want your date to run smoothly. 


Dear Playboy, 

I have a shoe addiction. I buy shoes almost every 
week. Okay, to make it more precise, I make sure I 
have three new pairs per month. It sounds crazy but 
I do. Since I got married six months ago, this thing 
of mine began to be an issue between me and my 
wife. She tells me that I need to save up for our kid. 
But we don't have a kid yet! I just really think shoes 
define a man. How do we compromise? 

Dodie, 31 -via-email 


Your choice of footwear does define your sartorial 
taste, regardless of the number of pairs of shoes 
you own. A stylish guy basically needs to own only 
six to be all set. Buying three pairs of shoes every 
month is without a doubt excessive. Keep your 
priorities in check and weigh the things that should 


Dear Playboy, 

This is the first time that I'm telling 
anyone and I'm keeping my real name 
away. So here's the issue. My wife and I 
had a kid pretty early. We had our first¬ 
born-son when we were in second year 
college, we were both 18. He's now 14 
years old and I'm starting to have hints 
that he's more on the feminine side. 

I don't think I'm ready to deal with 
this. What will I do if he does come 
out? I don't even tell my wife about 
the things that I see. When I was 14, 

I already had my first sex with an older 
woman. My son, he likes to draw and buy pens in 
different colors, not interested in sports and doesn't 
want to see my collection of PLAYBOY. Should this 
alarm me? 

Bothered, 32 -via-email 


It shouldn't. While your son ignores your copies 
of PLAYBOY, the behavior does not automatically 
make him gay. He likes to draw because he might 
be inclined to art. You can't assume this early. He 
may also be avoiding your collection because he 
is embarrassed that he finds interest in them. If 
you have been trying to find the right time for the 
birds and the bees talk then the magazine can be 
a starting point. If you feel you are not ready then 
read books on parenting or relevant material online. 
Better yet, discuss what you think with your wife. 
Needless to say, a dad can only be the springboard 
to a son's growth and you have to try to hone an 
environment that is accepting and tolerant. That 
you are concerned enough to want to hear other 
people's opinion about this makes you a good 
enough dad. 


Dear Playboy, 

I'm Red. I'm only 27, but my hair line is already 
starting to recede! It's the most alarming thing that I 
have ever experienced. How do I stop it? Or should I 
embrace it? I have never been the bad bald boy type 
of guy. Hope you can write back. 

Red, 27 -via-email 


Baldness may be caused by your genetic make-up 
so accept this fact and give in. It should not make 
you feel unlucky. Keep your scalp healthy with 
proper grooming nonetheless. We tackled hair 
grooming in our January issue, so you may want to 
check your PLAYBOY stash. If you're having second 
thoughts about abrupt changes in your features, 
one of your options is to hide a receding hairline 
by keeping the thicker hair on your crown. Talk to 
hair stylists or barbers because they have a way of 
cutting hair to make it look full and thicker. Do not 
add bangs. Also, keeping your hair on the sides of 
the head longer will not draw attention away from 
your forehead. Keep a short and clean haircut. We 
recommend embracing your fate and shaving your 
head though. It will make you get used to being 
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ON THE COVER! 

EMAILUSATPLAYBOY@PBPHIL.COM 
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OF SPOT THE BUNNY HEAD FOR JULY 2012 



CONGRATULATIONS TO ROBERTO SUACILLO 

YOU WIN A PLAYBOY GIFT BAG. 

PLEASE CLAIM YOUR PRIZE AT ADAMOSMEDIA 
PUBLISHINGOFFICE. 
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GLITTERATI AND SASSA JIMENEZ FOR THE OUTFITS OF OUR JULY COVER, JULIANA PALERMO. 

WE HAVE INADVERTENTLY POSTED A SNIPPET ON JULIANA PALERMO'S 
PICTORIAL SECTION. IT WAS INTENDED FOR OUR APRIL COVER GIRL. 
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SIGNIFICA, INSIGNIFICA, STATS AND FACTS 



1ST BILLIONAIRE $35 


ON SEPTEMBER 29, 
1916, JOHN D. 
ROCKEFELLER BECAME 
THE FIRST BILLIONAIRE 
IN THE WORLD. 




THE CREATOR OF THE NIKE 
LOGO WAS PAID $35 FOR THE 
DESIGN. 




HENRY SY, WHO STARTEDOUTHISCAREER AS A SMALL SHOE RETAILER IS 
NOW THE 116TH RICHEST MAN IN THE WORLD AND THE LEADING RICHEST 
MAN IN THE PHILIPPINES ON THE FORBES LIST. 



RICH 


80 


TOBACCO KING. 
LUCIO TAN HOLDS 
THIRD PLACE. HIS 
COMPANY. PHILIP 
MORRIS-FORTUNE 
TOBACCO HOLDS 
AN 80% SHARE OF 
THE PHILIPPINE 
CIGARETTE 
MARKET. 


uerazonjrAT 

IN THE COUNTRY 
HETOPGAINERINTHE 
PHILIPPINES THIS YEAR WITH 
HIS WEALTH INCREASING FROM 
$2 BILLION TO $3.6 BILLION. 


BDO, RUN BY 
HENRY SY'S 
DAUGHTER 
TERRESITA 
SY-COSON IS 
THE FIRST LOCAL 
BANK TO REACH 
1 TRILLION IN 
ASSET BASE. 




THANKSTO SUCH MOVIES AS MIB 
AND HANCOCK WILL SMITH TAKES 
THE SPOT ASTHERICHEST 
AFRICAN AMERICAN CELEBRITY 
WITH A NET WORTH OF $215 
MILLION. 



640,000 

KILOMETERS 

THE LONGEST DRIVEN 
JOURNEY WAS DONE BY 
COUPLE EMIL AND LILIANA 
SCHMIDT DRIVING IN THE 
SAME CAR COVERING OVER 
640.000 KILOMETERS 




MANNY V. PANGILINAN, 

ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
RICHEST CURRENTLY 
HANDLES 16 COMPANIES 
INCLUDING PLOT. 
MERALCO, AND SMART 
COMMUNICATIONS. 




PRESIDENT 

GEORGE 

WASHINGTON 

SPENT ABOUT 
7% OF HIS 
ANNUAL 
SALARY ON 
LIQUOR. 




THE NEW YORK CITY 
POLICE HAS A $3.3 
BILLION ANNUAL 
BUDGET, LARGER 
THAN THE 19 OF THE 
WORLD'S BIG ARMIES. 


MILLION B{b 


AS OF 2012, FACEBOOK - A SITE THAT STARTED OUT AS AN EXCLUSIVE NETWORK 
FOR HARVARD STUDENTS - NOW HAS 900M ACTIVE USERS WITH HALF OF THEM 
USING FACEBOOK ON MOBILE DEVICES. 
































PLAYBILL 

ISSUE NO. 45 

l %mNNE OUEGdmO 

Arianne Olegario is a believer in finding the balance 
between work and play. She is a project manager and 
a wellness practitioner who dabbles in writing, energy 
healing work and meditation. As a healer, Arianne is 
passionate about helping people achieve self-healing. 

2. OWEN REYES 

Owen Reyes confidently wears different creative hats. His 
keen artistic sensibilities have won him several awards in 
the local art scene before he ventured into photography. 
This consummate artist considers photography as his wife 
and painting his stubborn mistress. He cultivates inspiration 
from vintage objects and antiquated visuals. While Owen 
derives fun from the rigors of photo shoots, he stresses 
that photography is an obligation to provoke, bewilder, 
and enamor. 

3. mCHEEmom CONSTANT 

Having studied Political Science, Literature and now 
Psychology, this all-around good guy has his sights set on a 
future in law and public service. He lives with his dog 'Elvis' 
in a room that could either be described as a pig-sty or a 
Library... both being accurate. He likes to think of himself 
as a renaissance man of sorts, blending the nerdy and 
geeky with a bit of douche baggery and stupidity. 

4. FATIMA TOm$ 

Two doting aunts, a shelf of romance novels, Nora Ephron, 
and being 11 may be a blueprint for a future writer's vast 
imagination, but Fatima grew up to be just the brooding 
bibliophile instead. Only recently has she reignited that 
want for writing when she reclaimed dreams about finally 
having a bar of her own, working in New York, and 
eventually retiring in Paris. As these dreams may not be so 
distant, she meanwhile fuels her passion for photography, 
cooking and painting through the spoils of being a 
headhunter. Coffees over Rand's words, "I would give the 
greatest sunset in the world for one sight of New York's 
skyline," will maybe run for a couple of years more. 

5. JAKE GALVEZ 

With years in the fashion and beauty industry, young and 
talented make up artist, Jake Galvez brings the professional 
touches to any make up make-overs. Trained in prestigious 
beauty schools in Hong Kong, Singapore, New York, Los 
Angeles and Paris, Jake has created widely successful 
exhibits and is today's make up artist to the most famous 
celebrities. His unique vision is being showcased regularly 
in magazines, fashion shows and advertising campaigns. 

6. AKNELAQUfTANlA 

Arnel Aquitania has written three books, most recently To 
Kill An Angry Bird. He is currently an editor and contributes 
frequently to PLAYBOY Philippines. He is looking for ways 
to decipher the sound of a whisper... like a boss. 

7. JANET FAOEKA 

Janet is a woman filled with pure passion for beauty 
and art. It is her medium of self expression. As she goes 
through it, she knows that it would build her to be 
something more. Her core value in life is to see the smiles 
on the faces of the people she works with as she defines 
true beauty. 






THE PLAYLIST OFFERS WHAT 
EVERY PLAYBOY READER 
WANTS—RELEVANT REVIEWS 
AND INFORMATIVE LIFESTYLE 
NEWS. YOU, AS A PLAYBOY 
READER, NEED TO KNOW STUFF. 
AND WE ARE HERETO GIVE 
YOU WHAT YOU NEED. 


_ 



TVE LEARNED WAY 
MORETHAN I 
EXPECTED FROM 
LIFE ATTHIS AGE. I’M 
MORE MATURE NOW, 
AND ALL SET FOR 
THE WORLD.” 


She wants to get under your 
skin and she darn well knows that 
she can. Tara Medina is never the 
lady like who goes on a lull and she 
finds ways to explore her potential. 
A full time model and definitely one of 
the top picks in every PLAYBOY Fashion 
Show, as well as a brand ambassador and 
entrepreneur, this sweet bombshell is 
about to learn culinary arts and aims to 
put up her own restaurant or patisserie 
soon. 

Successful and single. Tara tells 
PLAYBOY,, "Right now, I know the kind of 
guy I deserve, and I can choose, right? I'm 
not settling for less than perfect," And 
we are not settling for anything less than 
hen So, here's our perfect babe for the 
month of August, Tara Medina. 
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GOOGLE NEXUS 7 


MASTER LOCK 



THE LEGENDARY PRODUCER HAS OVERSEEN 
PROJECTS BY SOME OF THE MOST NOTABLE NAMES 
IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY INCLUDING THOSE OF THE 
LEGENDARY MICHAEL JACKSON. THESE SPECIALLY 
MADE AKG HEADPHONES WERE MADE SPECIFICALLY 
TO THE PRODUCER'S STRINGENT SPECIFICATIONS AND 
FEATURES A WIDE SOUNDS STAGE WITH VERY MINIMAL 
LOW-END DISTORTION. 


LONG BEFORE YOU HAD 
THE DR.DRES,KANYE 
WESTS AND TIMBALANDS 
OF THE WORLD YOU HAD 
THE GREAT QUINCY JONES. 


If rumors are correct, the 16GB version of Google's Asus- 
manufactured flagship tablet will be available in the 
country by the time you read this. At a relatively cheap pri< 
the Nexus gives you sufficient power to run some of the heavier 
programs available in the Android market while giving 
you the privilege of always being the first person to 
have access to Google's latest Android updates. No 
prices available as of yet but expect it to be more 
affordable than the competing tablets in the 
market. (Yagi Olaguerra) 


ELECTONIC RESETTABLE COMBINATION LOCK 


Master Lock, one of the leading padlock makers in the 
world steps up its game with its new Electronic resettable 
combination lock. This sturdy lock allows you to electronically 
reset and enter a code to open the padlock. Master Lock 
also has a database that stores your master password 
in case you forget it. The lock is available at the 
manufacturer's website. (KO.) 


TOSHIBA RZ1 

If you have P600.000 to spend on a TV set then you should 
definitely take a look at Toshiba's groundbreaking RZ1. 

While that may be almost as expensive as a halfway decent car, it 
may be well worth it to be the first person in your block to have 
a 3D TV that doesn't require any of those bulky glasses. That and 
the fact that the screen resolutions of these sets are equal to that 
of a four-megapixel camera might be enough for some to shell 
out for this one. (KO.) 


NEO EDGE SERIES ZD2UW 

Ultrabooks are so prevalent right now that even local 
manufacturer, Neo, is jumping into the fray. The Edge S 
ZD20w packs a lot of punch at a very small and affordable 
package. With an estimated retail price of just over Php 33,000, 
it's one of the cheapest ultrabooks on the market right now. It's 
also a steal considering it has an Intel i5-3317U processor and 
4GB of DDR. It also runs on runs a hybrid SSD and HDD drive with 
32GB and 500GB of space respectively. ( Y.O .) 


PHOTO SOURCES: vvw.google.com/nexus/, www.uk.akg.co 
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COMME DESGARgONS 
AMAZINGREEN 

If you're tired of your old scent and you're 
looking for a more rugged fragrance, this 
just might be your answer. According to 
makers, Amazingreen is what it smells like when 
an "explosion of smoke and flint, clashes with the 
green energy of the jungle and the effervescence 
of spices." Taking from that, it probably smells 
like the forest and gunpowder and what's more 
rugged than hunting? ( Y.O.) 




NIKE RETRO DREAM TEAM JERSEYS 

Unless you're one of the few people who believe that Andre Iguodala and Tyson Chandler are 
future hall of famers, it should be pretty clear by now that this year's incarnation of the USA Men's 
Basketball team isn't as great as the original 1992 version. Give props to the original team by purchasing 
the Barkley and Pippen Dream Team Jerseys from the Nike USA website. You can also purchase retro versions of 
Lebron James and Kobe Bryant because let's face it, it would be really awesome if those guys were part of the 
1992 team.(KO.) 



RAY BAN RB3479 

FOLDING AVIATOR GLASSES 

For decades now, Ray Ban's aviator glasses 
have represented the epitome of masculine 
cool. Unfortunately though, those cases that you 
can attach to your belt aren't. Because of these, 
owners of these aviators have often resorted 
to hanging these shades on whatever article of 
clothing they have. These new aviator glasses now 
make stashing your shades a bit more convenient 
by allowing them to fold into a package small 
enough to fit in your shirt pocket. {Y.O.) 


UNDERARMOUR GOTHAM CITY ROGUES COLLECTION 


Geeks and jocks won't inherently agree with a lot of things but this collection of The Dark Knight Rises inspired 
apparel will appeal to both sides of the demographic equally. Underarmor's new line honors the fictional Gotham City 
Rogues, a team that appeared very briefly in the concluding chapter of Nolan's lauded Batman trilogy. This awesome line 
includes everything from football jerseys to snapback caps. (YO.) 


INCASE ANDY WARHOL 

COLLECTION 

Show your love for pop art with Incase's 
new of Andy Warhol protective laptop 
sleeves. Coming in various designs ba 
of the iconic artist's most popular pieces; these 
protective sleeves make a bold statement while 
protecting your precious notebook at the same 
time. Incase's Andy Warhol collection also includes 
iPhone cases and protectors among other things. 
The products are available at their website. {Y.O.) 
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NIKE CORTEZ 


On the 40th birthday of everyone’s favorite sneaker, the Nike Cortez, 40 artists from across Southeast Asia were given the free hand to express their own renditions of the 
classic icon. Eight artists from the Philippines were chosen to bring their designs to life. (SkyAisuru) 
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SPOTLIGHT 


ON LOOP 



MAR00N5 
OVEREXPOSED 
(DELUXE EDITION) 

You may be thinking all along 
that the pop-rock band from 
Los Angeles had been releasing 
singles from an album because of 
the radio rounds that ''Payphone" 
and "Moves Like Jagger" have 
been making. It has been two 
years since they released Hands 
All Over (A&M/Octone). Front 
man Adam Levine has been 
getting the bigger share of 
press and public attention as a 
judge on the reality show The 
Voice but he hasn't allowed 
the band to fall by the wayside. 
Overexposed. Levine claims, is 
the band's most diverse album 
yet. This is evident as the album 
begins with the reggae styling 
of the lead track "One More 
Night" which shifts to the pensive 
"Love Somebody". They furnish 
funk doses with "Ladykiller" 
and then give a surprise country 
rendition of Prince's "Kiss". 

Adam Levine is one of the best 
pop vocalists today, and with 
guitarists James Valentine and 
Mickey Madden, drummer Matt 
Flynn and keyboardist PJ Morton, 
Overexposed showcases a 
winning formula that doesn't lose 
the depth of sincerity the guys 
have been known for. 

(Raphael Soriano) 


TOP PICKS 






MALCOLM GLADWELL 

OUTLIERS: THE STORY OF SUCCESS 

In his latest book, Malcolm Gladwell examines the phenomenon of success and introduces us to the behaviors and lifetyles 
of high achievers. The book is filled with magnificent stories of exemplary personages, the few "outliers" who treaded the 
road to success with determination, hard work and sheer talent. He pulls us in with his fascinating anecdotes and factual 
observations, asks us relevant questions and points out what we fail to see. Outliers is a platform for one to begin asking 
nuances on cultural heritage, life coincidences and timing as factors that play into achieving triumph, as they did for the 
world's outliers. (Fatima Torres) 

THE TIPPING POINT: HOW LITTLE THINGS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

With a book that uses social epidemics to explain altercations and major changes in the world. Gladwell looks into history 
and uses fresh eyes for social observation to allow us to ruminate on the lowliest of events that eventually shape bigger 
ones. The book is based on the premise that ideas, products, messages and even behavior are as contagious as infectious 
diseases. When an idea becomes widespread and reaches a climactic stage, it is at the tipping point. The Tipping Point is 
about how the complexities of relationships, culture, economy and genetics come into play before a major phenomenon 
is created, how small actions can actually produce large effects. The author talks about the principles behind social 
epidemics and the types of personalities who breed the phenomenon to life. (FT) 



JO NESBO 

Jo Nesbo is a Norwegian musician and best-selling writer of crime thrillers. 

He is already being called the next Stieg Larsson, the author who rose 
to fame for his Millenium Series, a trilogy of detective novels with its 
unforgettable anti-heroine Lisbeth Salander. His crime novels are being 
received with acclaim that one of his books. The Snowman, is being prepped 
to be Martin Scorsese's next film. Nesbo's The Oslo Trilogy follows Harry Hole, 
an aging, chain smoking, but brilliant homicide detective, who struggles with 
authority, alcoholism and relationships. (F.T.) 


THE REDBREAST 

The Redbreast is the third book in the 
Harry Hole series that was first made 
available in English. This third installment 
is Jo Nesbo's claim to fame, with the book 
being awarded the Glass Key prize for the 
best Nordic crime novel. It sees Harry Hole, 
despite his recent removal from the crime 
squad and reassignment to surveillance 
duty, uncovering an assasination plot. This 
discovery plunges him into the depths of 
neo-Nazi activity, taking him to a journey 
that has him going further back into time 
when Norway fought for the Germans 
during World War II. (F.T.) 


THE NEMESIS 

It all starts with a robbery, where a masked 
man puts a gun to a teller's head, and gives 
the manager 25 seconds to open a newly 
filled ATM unit. With a two second deficit, 
the robber executes the teller and walks away 
with the money without leaving any trace of 
evidence. This puts detective Harry Hole at the 
center of the crime's investigation. Ironically, 
he later finds himself at the center of a murder 
investigation as he becomes the prime suspect 
for the death of someone close to his heart. In 
this book Nesbo reprises his ability to derail a 
reader onto a compelling web, and ultimately 
finishes with a seamless denouement. (F.T.) 


THE DEVIL'S STAR 

Harry Hole finds himself working on a serial 
killing with Tom Waaler, a detective whom he 
believes to be involved in the death of his former 
partner. He follows a trail of dead bodies, all 
shot m the head with one finger cut off and a 
red diamond in the shape of a pentagram, also 
known as the Devil's star. Hole receives a notice 
to quit the police force, while he struggles to 
stop drinking and coming to terms with the 
consequences of his mistakes. In this first book 
of his Harry Hole Trilogy, Nesbo establishes the 
flawed, relatable, and believable Harry Hole as 
he leaves his protagonist's future up in the air, 
making readers anticipate his next case. (F.T.) 


channel ORANGE 



FRANK OCEAN 

CHANNEL ORANGE (DEF JAM) 

FRANK OCEAN'S PURSUIT TO INFUSE A NEW 
BREATH ON R&B STORYTELLING PAYS OFF AS HE 
FINALLY COMES OUT WITH A DEBUT ALBUM. 

His mixtape Nostalgia/Ultra was well worthy of hype 
as he wrote songs and sang with soulful inspirations 
in the likes of Marvin Gaye and D'Angelo. Ocean 
takes a plunge on a barrage of sound types on every 
song, producing interplay of soul, jazz, R&B and 
even funk. The outcome is a study on structure and 
sonics, making Channel Orange a great debut. The 
album jumps off with Ocean's songwriting deftness 
and flowing melodies on "Thinking About You" 
and unravels with lyrical poesies of heartbreak and 
abandonment with "Super Rich Kids" and "Sweet 
Life". His songs become a striking confessional 
colored in his falsetto and modestly hushed in musical 
artistry. (R.S.) 



KISHI BASHI 

151a (JOYFUL NOISE) 

KISHI BASHI'S MUSIC HAS BEEN COMPARED 
TO ANIMAL COLLECTIVE AND ANDREW BIRD. 
WHILE HE UNABASHEDLY ADMITS THAT BOTH 
OF THOSE ACTS HAVE INFLUENCED HIS WORK, 
HE ALSO TAKES PRIDE ON HIS KEEN ABILITY 
TO HIGHLIGHT THE SONORITY OF THE VIOLIN 
IN HIS SONGS AND THE SIMPLICITY OF THE 
IMAGERY IN HIS LYRICS. This collective take on 
experimental and world music, with the careful 
choice on the instruments he employs make this 
album a quintessential off-kilter new addition to your 
music collection. Kishi Bashi is a Japanese-American 
multi-instrumentalist who has toured with Regina 
Spektor and Of Montreal. He decidedly reintroduces 
60's psychedelic folk with songs such as "Love", 
"Incredible String Band" and "Pearls before Swine", 
as he layers analog synths and zithers with acoustic 
guitars. Watching his music in videos online could 
only make one imagine his playfulness in a live 
performance. Kishi Bashi is the time's talent fueled 
with fresh juvenile restlessness. (R.S.) 
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THE BOURNE LEGACY IS NOT BASED ON _ 
THE FOURTH NOVEL OF THE BOURNE 
SERIES. IRONICALLY, THERE IS NO JASON- 
BOURNE CHARACTER IN THE FILM. 

IT IS NOT A PREQUEL NOR A REBOOT THAT 
COMPLETELY DISCARDS THE CONTINUTIY OF 
THE PREVIOUS BOURNE FILMS BUT ANOTHER 
SIDE OF THE STORY, A SPIN OFF WITH AN 
ENTIRELY NEW CHARACTER. TRAINED UNDER 
THE SAME CIA BLACK OPS PROGRAM KNOWN 
AS TREADSTONE OPERATION, AARON CROSS 
(JEREMY RENNER)HAS TO DEAL WITH THE 
CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROGRAM'S CHAIN 
OF CONSPIRACIES, LIFE OR DEATH AT STAKE, 

JUST AS JASON BOURNE DID. IT BOASTS OF AN 
IMPRESSIVE ENSEMBLE OF SERIES NEWCOMERS 
SUCH AS RACHEL WEISZ, OSCAR ISAAC.STACY 
KEACH, AND EDWARD NORTON WHILE JOAN 
ALLEN, ALBERT FINNEY, DAVID STRATHAIRN 
REPRISE THEIR ROLES. (Fatima Torres) 


BOURNE 


NEXT ATTRACTIONS 


»> THE EXPENDABLES 2 

»> TOTAL RECALL 

»> THE HOBBIT 

The movie is a sequel to the 2010 action film that 
showcases an explosive ensemble of action superstars 

such as Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham, Bruce Willis, Jet 

Li, Randy Couture, Dolph Lundgren, Terry Crews, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Chuck Norris. The expendables 
are gathered up by Mr. Church for what seems to be 
simple missionthat goes awry when one of their men is 
ruthlessly murdered by a rival mercenary (Jean Claude Van 
Damme). They set out on a mission for vengeance where an 
unexpected threatof nuclear proportions awaits them. The 
team is rounded up by two new members- Bill the Kid (Liam 
Hemsworth ) and Maggie (Yu Nan). (F.T) 

Total Recall is a remake of the 1990s sci-fi thriller that 
starred Arnold Schwarzenegger. Set in the year 2084, 
Douglas Quaid (Colin Farrell), wanting to experience the 
virtual life of a super spy visits Total Rekall, a company 
that translates one's fantasies into reality. The procedure 
goes terribly wrong. Quaid finds himself on the run from 
the authorities, who are under the control of Chancellor 
Cohaagen (Bryan Cranston), leader of the free world. 

Hell bent on discovering the mystery behind these mind 
altering conspiracies, he teams up with a rebel fighter, 
played by Jessica Biel. Kate Beckinsale portrays the role of 
a double agent named Lori, who is Douglas's "wife" in the 
film. (F.T) 

There is much anticipation for this J.R.R. Tolkien movie 
adaptation after the epic Lord of the Rings trilogy left 
us in jaw-gaping awe. This takes us on a journey back to 

Middle Earth following Bilbo Baggins in his quest to reclaim 
the Dwarf Kingdom of Erebor from the dragon Smaug. 

Legendary warrior Thorin Oakenshield joins the quest, along 
with thirteen dwarves as they travel towards the wastelands 
of the Lonely Mountain. Their journey towards the East 
leads them to the perilous Goblin tunnels and as they make 
their escape. Bilbo meets Gollum and takes possession of his 
"precious" ring, the one ring that changes his life and the 
fate of all Middle-earth. (Raphael Soriano)) 


DVD/Blu-Ray 



50/50 


The movie was inspired by a true story. It centers 
on Adam Lerner, a 27-year-old who works at 
Seattle Public Radio. His life takes a drastic turn 
when he realizes that his chance for survival is 
50/50 after he gets diagnosed with a rare form 
of spinal cancer. His condition may have been the 
source of his dilemma, but at the same time it 
gives him piercing clarity as he reassesses his life 
and the quality of the relationships he has with 
the people close to him. This is more than just a 
story of the journey toward healing; it is a story 
about acceptance and of coming to terms with 
the finality of things. It is triumph over life. The 
movie stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Seth Rogen, 
Bryce Dallas Howard, Angelica Huston and Anna 
Kendrick, the movie turns melancholy and despair 
into a heart warming, edgy comedy. (F.T.) 



WARRIOR 


A former wresting protege. Tommy Riordan 
rises to stardom when a video of him 
knocking out professional fighter Mad 
Dog Grimes gets uploaded in the internet. 
Meanwhile, his brother Brendan, an ex 
UFC fighter turned teacher returns to the 
ring in a desperate bid to save his family 
from bankruptcy. The two brothers come 
face to face in a climactic fight, not just in 
the ring but against the forces that pulled 
them apart. In the end, one realizes that 
giving in does not necessarily mean losing, 
sometimes it is the only way to win. Warrior 
is an emotional flm about family and never 
submitting to life's beatdowns. The film 
stars Tom Hardy, Joel Edgerton and Nick 
Nolte. (F.T.) 



SUITS 

SEASON OMt 


SUITS 


Harvey Specter, one of New York's top attorneys 
has just become a senior partner. Now he 
needs to hire an associate who is a graduate of 
Harvard Law. Bored with the thought of hiring 
a regular.indistinct, law school grad, he acts on 
impulse and hires Mike Ross, who stumbles into 
the interview by accident, on the spot. Mike 
never actually attended Harvard Law School. 
However, he has a natural intelligence and a 
unique ability to recall images, sounds and 
objects from memory with extreme precision. 
Combine that with Harvey's law expertise, they 
become a formidable tandem. But only one of 
them has a degree, and this is a secret that they 
must keep from everyone. As the tag line goes, 
nothing is ever black and white. The series stars 
Gabriel Macht, and Patrick J. Adams. (FT.) 


y/////////////////////////////^^ 

PHOTO SOURCES: www.iheamazingspidefman.com.www.ihedarkknightrises.com.www.iceagemovie.com,www.moviezadda.com,www.amazon.com 





















“But I was just playing!” 







Toes-Knees-Shoulder-HeaiL 

THE BIOLOGY OF YOUNG CRIME 

BY MACOY TANTOCO 



CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGY WOULD ARGUE THAT EVERY PART OF THE SOCIETY, EVERYTHING THAT 
S HAPPENING IN THE SOCIETY, HAS ITS OWN FUNCTION. EVEN CRIME HAS ITS OWN FUNCTION, 
IT SERVES AS A REMINDER THAT THERE IS SOMETHING WRONG WITH HOW WE DO THINGS. 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IS THE VIOLATION OF LAWS OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 17 AND BELOW. 
t^AS YOUNG AS THEY ARE, CAN WE BLAME THEM FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE? LET’S SEE. 


























WHEN CHILDREN 
GROW UP IN AN 
ENVIRONMENT 
WHEREIN MORALS ARE 
NOT CLEARLY GIVEN 
IMPORTANCE TO, THEY 
GROW UP CONFUSED 
ABOUT WHAT IS RIGHT 
OR WRONG. THINGS 
THAT THE SOCIETY 
SEES AS BAD MAY 
BE SEEN BY THESE 
CHILDREN AS NO BIG 
DEAL. 

TOES: ROOTS OF JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY 

To question what would be the 
ultimate root of criminality would 
take more than the pages of this 
magazine to answer. 

It may be too general, but the 
lack of religiosity (of whatever 
belief) does not help in molding 
a moral person out of our young 
people. When children grow up 
in an environment wherein morals 
are not clearly given importance to, 
they grow up confused about what 
is right or wrong. Things that the 
society sees as bad may be seen by 
these children as no big deal. 

The lack of proper guidance 
from the parent, or even from the 
community at large, exposes the 
young people to abuses that might 
lead to them a cycle of criminality. 

Another very evident reason why 
there is a steady rate of criminality 
among the young people is poverty. 

If both parents are out working, 
who stays at home taking care of 
the children? If both parents are 
out working and they bring their 
children with them, who shields 
them from harsh realities in the 
society? 

Poverty forces the parents to be 
frequently away from their children 
missing important times when the 
children need the parents' guidance 
the most. 

KNEES: PHILIPPINE LAWS 
OR THE LACK THEREOF 

The Philippines has its own 
series of protective laws for the 
young population. One of this 
series was Presidential Decree No. 
63, otherwise known as the Child 


and Youth Welfare code, which 
was signed into law on December 
1974. One of the most important 
provisions of this law is focused 
on the rehabilitative function of 
the state, which the state should 
make sure that all essential rights 
of a child will be protected from 
the capture up to the closing of the 
case. 

Further improvements were 
placed on writing with the passing 
of Batasang Pambansa Bilang 
129, which was passed on January 
1980. This law devolved the judicial 
power to Regional and Municipal 
courts to act as a special court that 
would hear juvenile and domestic 
relations cases. The problem with 
this provision was that these courts 
were also acting as ordinary courts 
which hear other criminal and 
administrative cases among others. 

When Presidential Decree 
1179 was passed, it gave a 
clear definition of who juvenile 
delinquents were. A youthful 
offender is over nine but under 
eighteen years of age at the time 
the offense is committed. Violators 
who are in between the ages of 
nine and fifteen will only be liable 
if they are to manifest discernment. 
This age gap is critical for this 
demonstrates a stable level of 
maturity and the ability to think 
morally of one's actions. 

SHOULDERS: RESTORATIVE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM 

With the signing of the Juvenile 
Justice and Welfare Act 2006 
by President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo, the Philippines joined the 
bandwagon of introducing a new 
juvenile justice system. 

The law calls for a restorative 
justice to be the main course that 
the justice system should take. 
Restorative justice system entails 
a more rehabilitative approach 
on reforming children who are in 
conflict with the law. 

The state wanted to ensure 
that these young members of the 
population would still be able to 
come back as normal members of 
the community after rehabilitation, 
avoiding stigma and ridicule from 
other people. 

The problem though is that the 
Philippines does not have enough 
facilities that cater to the needs and 
rehabilitation essentials of young 
offenders. With the high number 


of offenders and few penitentiary 
systems in the Philippines, it 
is sad that there are instances 
wherein juvenile delinquents are 
held captive together with older 
offenders. This does not help them 
in their rehabilitation. It exposes 
them more to more abuse and 
cruelty. 

The issue now is the proposed 
amendment to the 2006 legislation 
that would decrease the age 
from fifteen to nine of offenders 
who could be held liable of their 
actions. The idea of the Senators, 
Sen. Francis "Chiz" Escudero in 
particular, is that children nowadays 
are more capable of doing crime. 

Whether by instinct for survival, 
influence by a syndicate, or a 
plain show off to friends, young 
offenders today are aware that they 
are violating rules, but still defy 
such rules. 

And this is something that 
should not be left unseen. Children 
committing crimes are getting 
younger and younger. 

HEAD: WHERE VALUES 
SHOULD BE. 

There are movements to intensify 
education for young people. The 
task to inculcate morals and value 
for life and property is definitely 
the task of the parents, but that 
does not stop the other parts of the 
community from playing its part. 

AKAP (Adhikain Para sa 
Karapatang Pambata) of the 
Ateneo Human Rights Center, 
was established to provide legal 
assistance and attention to young 
offenders. This ensures that 
children will not succumb to the 
already corrupt judicial system in 
the Philippines. 

The group aims to enlighten 
young offenders that the justice 
system is fair. They have violated 
a law. They have to realize their 
mistakes and learn from it. 

PAYO (Philippine Action for 
Youth Offenders) was established 
on December 1993 as a national 
organization of government 
agencies and individuals working 
for the protection of the rights of 
youthful offenders and children in 
conflict with the law. 

ARE WE TO SING ALONG? 

The only good thing that this 
issue brings to the table is the idea 


that people, at least the Senators, 
are not just complacent as to how 
the judicial system treats children 
in conflict with the law. Yes, they 
have committed a crime. Call them 
criminals if you want but that does 
not change the fact that they are 
still children. They have years to 
right their doings and even make¬ 
up for it. 

Jose Rizal said that the young 
people are the hope for the future. 

I say, the young people, more than 
of the future is the hope of today. If 
we do not take care of them today, 
what then will be their future? 

□ 
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THE ONLY GOOD THING 
THAT THIS ISSUE BRINGS 
TO THE TABLE IS THE IDEA 
THAT PEOPLE, AT LEAST 
THE SENATORS, ARE NOT 
JUST COMPLACENT AS 
TO HOW THE JUDICIAL 
SYSTEM TREATS CHILDREN 
IN CONFLICT WITH THE 
LAW. YES, THEY HAVE 
COMMITTED A CRIME. CALL 
THEM CRIMINALS IF YOU 
WANT BUT THAT DOES NOT 
CHANGE THE FACT THAT THEY 
ARE STILL CHILDREN. THEY 
HAVE YEARS TO RIGHT THEIR 
DOINGS AND EVEN MAKE-UP 
FOR IT. 


<***><>~<><*^^ WHY THE FORUM MATTERS oooooooo<^^ 

First appearing in the US edition’s July 1963 issue, PLAYBOY Forum is a section that has always been about openness and interactivity, fostering an impassioned 
hack-and-forth discussion with our readers. From the start, it has served as a colloquium between editors and readers on matters of freedom of speech and sexual rights 
(for more on this, see the Forum in our December 2008 issue). Today, the Forum serves as the policy nexus for the magazine, touching on a wide range of topics, and as 
a place to highlight the intersection of the PLAYBOY philosophy (also explored in our December issue) ivith the nuts and holts of the world around us. We welcome all 
who wish to have their opinions on the Forum topic of the month published to send their thoughts to playhoy@phphil.com with the subject u FORUM. ” 





MORE THAN JUST A NAME, 

RAINYDM 

IS HERE 

WILL BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY. 








ITH A NAME LIKE RAINY 
DAY JORDAN,YOU CAN 
BE SURE THAT YOU’RE 
IN FOR SOMETHING 
UNIQUE THAT YOU 
DARE NOT MISS. 

OUR INTERNATIONAL 
WOMAN FOR THIS MONTH GOES REALLY 
WELL WITH THE STORMY CLIMATE THAT 
WE USUALLY ENCOUNTER IN AUGUST. WE 
ASSURE YOU HOWEVER THAT RAINY DAY IS 
MORE THAN JUST AN INTERESTING NAME, 
AS THE PICTURES IN THE NEXT FEW PAGES 
WILL ATTEST. 

SHE HAS BEEN QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 
SEVERAL MEMBERS OF HER FAMILY HAVE 
WEATHER-RELATED NAMES. SO DON’T 
MISTAKE HER NAME FOR A SCREEN NAME 
THAT SHE USES TO GET ATTENTION. SHE, 
AFTER ALL, DOESN’T NEED TO DO MUCH TO 
GET IT THANKS TO HER 34-24-37 FIGURE. 









A SUCKER FOR HORSEBACK 
RIDING AND ALL THINGS HARRY 
POTTER, THIS SELF-CONFESSED 
SHY COWGIRL IS AS CLEAN-CUT 
AS THEY COME. HER WHOLESOME 
FEATURES HAVE NOT DETERRED 
MEN FROM APPRECIATING HER 
HOWEVER. HER COMELY CHARM 
DRIVES GUYS ABSOLUTELY 
NUTS AND WHEN YOU FACTOR 
IN HER DAZZLING SMILE AND 
AWESOME PERSONALITY, YOU’VE 
GOT A WOMAN THAT ANY GUY 
WILL GO THROUGH ANY SORT OF 
INCLEMENT WEATHER FOR. 
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BEING PART OF PLAYBOY IS A 
DREAM-COME-TRUE FOR THIS 
NURSING HOPEFUL YES, SHE 
ALWAYS HOPED TO LAND IN THE 
PAGES OF THIS MAGAZINE. SHE 
SAID SHE HOPES “TO REPRESENT 
PLAYBOY WITH PLENTY OF PIZZAZZ 
AND PERSONALITY.” IN ADDITION, 
SHE ASPIRES TO TAKE CARE OF YOU 
AS A NURSE. ALREADY, WE COULD 
HEAR PLENTY OF HOT-BLOODED 
MEN PRETENDING TO BE UNDER 
THE WEATHER, HOPING TO BE WITH 
THE STUNNING BEAUTY THAT IS 
RAINY DAY. 









THE GIRL FROM THE TOWN 
OF ABILENE ALSO PROVES THAT 
EVERYTHING IS BIGGER IN TEXAS. 
STANDING AT 5 9 AND FILLING 
IT OUT WITH 125 POUNDS OF 
CURVES THAT YOU JUST CANNOT 
HAVE ENOUGH OF, RAINY 
DAY IS, IN MANY RESPECTS, 

A SMALL-TOWN GIRL SHE 
EXUDES CONFIDENCE IN THESE 
PROVOCATIVE SHOTS, SAYING 
LATER THAT “ANYBODY CAN LOOK 
PRETTY WITH THEIR CLOTHES ON, 
BUT NOT EVERYBODY CAN TAKE 
PICTURES WITH THEIR CLOTHES 
ON.” WHAT SHE ALWAYS SOUGHT 
OUT TO DO WAS TO BE PART OF 
PLAYBOY’S RICH LEGACY OF 
WOMEN AND SHE MADE SURE SHE 
WOULD LOOK GREAT DOING IT. 



“Say, weren’t you supposed to carry me over the threshold?” 








































FAVORITES 

Chinese. I cant go wrong with Chinese. 

Kare KareW eat four cups of 
rice when it’s kare kare! 

I go for 80’s, New Wave, Disco 

I like Bruno Mars.And if 
you know this artist, Jon Mclaughlin. He is 
not mainstream but I like his music. 

Godfather tn logy, Starwars tri logy 
and Back to the Future trilogy. 

Al Pacino and Robin Deniro 
Game of Thrones! But all time 
favorite is FRIENDS! 

Polo Double Black 

I’m more of a sporty type. Lacoste 
Adidas and Tiger Onitsuka 
A red Ferrari Scuderia 

Running, Mountain Clibming, 
Basketball 

Iphone and my beloved Camera, 
Nikon D700. 



WITH ONLY SIX YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN THE FOOD BUSINESS, 
RICHARD SANZ ALREADY WON THE PRESTIGIOUS AGORA AWARD FOR 
ENTREPRENEURIAL MARKETING. WITH ALL THE SUCCESS HE’S HAD IN THE 
BUSINESS, YOU’D THINK THAT HE’S BEEN HONING HIS F&B SKILLS FOR 
YEARS BEFORE THIS. THIS WAS NEVER THE CASE THOUGH. RICHARD SANZ 
IS ACTUALLY AN ENGINEER BY PROFESSION WHO STUMBLED INTO THE 
INDUSTRY ACCIDENTALLY AND FOUND SUCCESS ALONG THE WAY. ARMED WITH 
INSPIRATION AND THE SHEER DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED, THIS MAN WAS 
ABLE TO CARVE HIMSELF A NICHE IN THE FOOD BUSINESS. HEAR HIM TALK 
ABOUT TOUGH LOVE IN THE WORKPLACE AND HOW THE PLAYBOY HAS EVOLVED 

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS. 


SD: What was your first reaction 
when you found out we chose you to 
be this issue's Man of the Month? 

RS: Of course, I was very flattered 
and excited about it. I was like, 
"awesome!". It is an honor for me to 
be featured in a prestigious magazine 
and to be the 4 rd man of the month. 
SD: Care to share any experience that 
you had with PLAYBOY magazine. 

RS: I'm sure every guy has his own 
share of experiences with PLAYBOY 
For me, it was with my friends during 
elementary going to high school 
when we tried to bring in some stuff. 
But I was not the one who brought 
the magazine. We kept it in our 
knapsack and went to the secluded 
part of the school to browse through 
it. (Laughs) 

SD: Tell us about your first job and 
your duties then. 

RS: I am an engineer by profession; 

I graduated Electronics Engineering 
at the De La Salle University. My 
first job was related to IT. I was 
a Communications and Network 
Engineer under a Japanese company. 

I had that position for a year before 
I was promoted as Marketing and 
Sales Manager, where I got my 
knowledge to what I am using now 
in the business. Basically, it was a 
year of doing technical work. I was 
assigned in data and voice systems. 
Though my uniform required us to 
wear tie, we had to go down under 
desks and really tight places to fix 
the cables, the wirings and network 
connections, very technical stuff. I 
had to take extra care for our ties 
not to get caught in something and 
strangle me. 

SD: How did you progress through 
those experiences and eventually find 
yourself in this business? 

RS: Well, I actually enjoyed being 
an engineer because I was able to 
connect to my technical knowledge 
through my educational background. 
But inside me, I really wanted to 
have my own business because my 
parents and my uncle, who were 
my inspirations, were my models are 
entrepreneurs. 

SD: Tell us about your childhood. 

How was it growing up? 

RS: My parents are separated so I 
grew up with my mom. My mom is 


this no-nonsense person who was 
very strict disciplinarian. Her business 
is into making curtains and furniture. 

It was not an easy life. I used to help 
with the deliveries. We didn't have 
household help so I had to know 
all the chores. I know how to cook, 
wash clothes. She taught me how to 
be independent. 

SD: So you never did get away easily? 
RS: Oh, no! Everything was a lesson 
the hard way! 

SD: Did that independence lead you 
to a great university experience? 

RS: It wasn't easy. While my 
classmates' tuition fees were already 
taken care of, I have to find ways 
to complete mine for enrollment. It 
was very hard because it was not in 
my control. Getting a job crossed my 
mind but I realized my main priority 
was to study. It would be hard to 
work and to be studying engineering 
in a trimester-school like DLSU at 
the same time. Besides, I also had 
a lot of extra-curricular activities 
then. I held positions in the student 
council and organizations. But I had 
strong determination and was very 
persistent. 

SD: I suppose that persistence led you 
to putting up this business. So, you 
started in 2004? 

RS: Yes, that's correct. 

SD: Is this your first business? 

RS: Well, Food Asia is the corporate 
name but my first venture was 
Tea Square. We had it for two 
years before we converted it all 
to Bibingkinitan in 2007. We had 
around 20 branches then. We served 
gourmet teas and were doing great. 

I am proud to say that we were the 
first to go to the tea business even 
before the popularity of C2 and those 
popular milk tea shops nowadays. 

SD: Tell us the story behind the food 
business. 

RS: During that time (at the Japanese 
company), they promoted me to a 
pre-sales manager. My responsibility 
was for a person who had 15 to 20 
years of experience. And then there 
I was who was very young, very 
aggressive fellow on minimum wage 
doing the job. So I asked if I could 
get a tiny pay raise. Unfortunately, 
they said it was impossible so I 
decided to resign. But they really 


didn't want to let me go. They 
thought I was being pirated by this 
other company. So, I had to come up 
with a crazy excuse!! And I ended up 
saying I was putting up a business. 
They asked what, I quickly said "Food 
sir, a food business!". Then moments 
after, it was palm in face moment 
and I was like, "Okay, so what did / 
just do?!" 

SR: So, it was all an accident? 

RS: Well, you could say that! 

SR: But whose idea was it? 

RS: Well after that, I had a business 
in theory, but no product. So, I didn't 
have the concept in mind and I just 
had to come up with something. I 
remembered my mom used to make 
these amazing old-fashioned freshly 
brewed iced tea from scratch and 
then it just inspired me, "Hey maybe I 
could sell Iced Teas!". Looking back, I 
think it was a crazy idea!". 

SD: It is strange that your background 
was in electronics engineering and 
then you suddenly had to do these. 
How did you do it? Who was with 
you then? 

RS: I actually realize I'm an artist. 

And my canvas are my businesses. 

You see, I did and still do landscape 
and environmental photography 
for the past eight to ten years, I still 
create, arrange, and play music. 
Maybe it's the creative side in me. So, 

I made a lot of experimentation since 
during that time we don't have R&D 
Department. Yes, it was hard. 

My capital during that time was 
PHP100, 000 that I loaned. I realized 
that the money is only for the security 
deposit of the mall. Paano nayug 
equipment ko? Paano na yung iba? 
So, I ended up doing everything. I 
just hired a carpenter to build up 
the store. . By the way, I think I'm 
an expert of Photoshop, I can do 
Photoshop with my eyes closed 
because I had to learn because I had 
no money to hire a graphic artist. The 
original logo of Bibingkinitan was 
made by me and up to now, that's 
what we use. 

SD: How did Bibingkinitan start? Was 
it your idea? 

RS: Yeah it was my idea. One time, 
someone brought home bibingka, 
the big one. And I observed, nobody 
wants the tira! Eh sayang naman. So 


PLAYBOY 2012 / AUGUST 27 


RICHARD SANZ 


why not make a smaller one diba? 
SD: May you describe what your 
regular day is like? 

RS: The mornings I go to the gym. I 
do my exercise, maybe for two hours. 
SD: Do you think it is really essential 
for you to do that? 

RS: Oh, yes. For me, it helps control 
stress. I guess that's my secret 
weapon against stress. I run five 
kilometers a day and try do it four 
times a week. I really protect my 
schedule for exercise because usually 
exercise is the first to be given up 
when schedules are tight. Then I do 
my meetings and store rounds after 
the gym. Then go to the office after. 
SD: What was the biggest challenge 
you have encountered? 

You know being in business, 
especially at a young age, it is so 
easy to give up. I started when I was 
24 years young. The creativity, the 
passion, the energy are there. But 
there are times I see myself facing 
the wall because I literally did not 
know what to do! But I guess that's 
where my emotional maturity and 
determination I learned during my 
hard days in college came into the 
picture. Also, when I started talking 
to big businesses, big suppliers and 
here I was, this young scrawny 24- 
y.o, people will think, "Will this guy 
even take me seriously? Will he even 
pay me on time? Will they even pay 
up at all?". If you don't have the 
determination and the persistence, 
or the maturity to handle all those 
things, it is very easy to give up. And 
just say, "I had it! I just want to go 
back to an 8 to 5 job!' 

SD: Was there a time you had to cry? 
RS: Well, I guess, there is more than 
one time. It's part of the journey of 
an entrepreneur. I would like to think 
of it as a trial by fire. 

SD: If there is something that you 
really want and if you didn't get it, is 
it your nature to just give it up? 

RS: Well, as I said I'm very persistent 
and determined. I actually do not 
take no for an answer that easily. 

That is my nature. But having said 
that, I also know when it is beyond 
my control because it might be 
useless if I just keep forcing my way. 
SD: What do you think is your 
strength? 

RS: Maybe it's being a visionary. I 
guess that's my strength. I am more 
of a visionary that an operations guy. 
During the time I was explaining to 
suppliers that there would come a 
time when I will have 200 to 300 
stores, so let's help each other and 
we will grow together. Good thing, 
that there were some who embraced 
that vision, and they are still our 
suppliers up to this day. Naniwala 
naman. 

SD: You look like a cool boss, not 
stiff, and you are even wearing jeans. 
Are you the boss that you appear to 
be? 

RS: It is funny that you mentioned 


that because though I am cool and 
relaxed, I am really very strict. Maybe 
I also know that the proper areas to 
be strict on. Kung sa Tagalog, nasa 
tamang lugar. I am not unreasonable. 

I am strict when it comes to 
excellence. 

SD: Are you perfectionist? 

RS: No, I am not perfectionist. 

There's a difference. We strive to 
achieve excellence. What I noticed to 
Filipinos, we have this " pwede na" 
mentality. I am very particular on the 
small details - grammar, punctuations, 
format, napapansin ko pa yan. I want 
to be excellent in the little things so 
that in the bigger things, we can also 
be excellent. It has to be consistent. 
SD: What is your business 
philosophy? 

RS: Well, it's all about integrity, 
honesty and character. Skills can be 
taught. But the values are something 
that you have grown up to. And 
I try to cascade that to all of our 
employees. 


SD: Going back when you were 
younger, have you ever envisioned 
yourself to be in this position? 

RS: I know I wanted to be in business 
but I didn't realize it would be in this 
scale. 

SD: So, has this surpassed your 
vision? Or do you think there still 
somewhere you want to go to? 

RS: My grand vision, not only in 
business, is making a big impact on 
the society, on the country. So, in 
that, context wa/a pa. 

SD: Will you go into politics? 

RS: (Laughs) No, I've been asked 
that question several times. But it's a 
no because I believe there are many 
ways on how you can sincerely 
serve your country and it is not only 
through politics. 

SD: What are other things you are 
passionate about? 

RS: I am really very passionate about 
photography. Photography and cars, 
actually. Those are what I do during 
weekends. I make it a point to go out 
of town, go hiking, climb mountains, 
more of the outdoor adventure. 

SD: It is nice to hear you do these 
things because there is a notion that 
people holding a high position don't 
really have that much time for these 
things. 


RS: During the start up, maybe the 
first five years, it might really be 
impossible to do such things. Those 
are the years that you are stabilizing 
everything - setting up the systems, 
coming up with the identity -and 
that really entails a lot of time. But 
once you get over that stage, you 
are able to set up systems, put in key 
people to run the day-to-day stuff. Of 
course, I would not want to be too 
involved in the business that it would 
not run without me so that I could do 
bigger things and fulfill my vision. 

SD: It is nice to hear that you are also 
concerned with growing your people. 
RS: That is one part of our 
philosophy, it's my personal mission 
to empower my people. I value loyalty 
and competence. It has to be both. 
Mahirap yung loyal fang pero hindi 
competent. 

SD: Have you ever fired anyone? 

RS: Separation is part of the process. 
You have to do it. You have to do 
painful things for the whole business. 


SD: How do you weigh loyalty versus 
the competence? 

RS: Oh crap, that's a hard one! Ok I'll 
try. There are three scenarios. First, 
the person has the competence and 
is loyal, Second, competent but is 
not loyal. Madali din yan especially 
if the values of the person and the 
company do not match, yun tao na 
din ang magpapaa/am. The hardest 
is the person who is very loyal but is 
not competent, /aging nagkakamali. 
So, you try to teach the person, you 
mentor them; you coach them to 
some extent. You try to put them in a 
different position where they can use 
their strength to excel. 

SD: We've talked about a lot about 
your management and leadership 
styles; we'd now like to know about 
your personal style. Any pick up 
lines you have used to catch a girls 
attention? 

RS: (Laughs) I am more of a 
spontaneous guy. So, it really 
depends. 

SD: So, is it all about the charm? 

RS: Yeah. It depends on the moment 
and the recipient. (Laughs) 

SD: If you were not an entrepreneur, 
what do you think you would be? 

RS: I was very serious with my band 
before. I play piano, guitar, bass and 


“IT’S MY PERSONAL MISSION TO 
EMPOWER MY PEOPLE. I VALUE 
LOYALTY AND COMPETENCE. 

IT HAS TO BE BOTH. MAHIRAP 
YUNG LOYAL LANG PERO HINDI 
COMPETENT.” 


I arrange music, I do photography - 
landscapes and travel. 

SD: We know you're married. How 
do you treat your lady to make her 
feel special? 

RS: We always go out, three times a 
week. 

SD: Care to share a particular 
situation that you made an effort to 
make her feel that way. 

RS: It was her birthday, I gathered 
all her friends. Darning lies... It was 
so hard to cover that event! Ako pa 
naman, I'm not a good liar, kapag 
tanungin lang ako, I blush and I will 
burst into laughter, and alas the cover 
is blown. 

SD: How about being a father? 

RS: Here in the office, it's really more 
like tough love talaga ako. Everyone 
knows I'm very strict, but they know 
I care. And that's the important thing 
for me. They know when the time 
comes, they need me I'm just there, 
and I'm just a text away. But still, 

I have to be strong for everyone; I 
don't want to be too attached too. 
Going to your question, I want my 
kids to have that kind of strength and 
that personality. I want my kids to be 
independent. I teach them, but I leave 
it to their creativity and their diskarte 
because I want them to learn and 
in the process experience mistakes 
and failures. That for me is the best 
teacher, and priceless at that. And 
that's how my mom brought me up. 
SD: What do you think is your secret 
to success? 

RS: I'm not a religious guy, I'm not 
a fanatic, but from time to time 
I realize I don't know everything. 
When those times come, I just pray, 
not those types of prayers like the 
rosary, but short prayer asking for 
guidance. Because sometimes you'd 
feel you are given a big responsibility, 
you look out for so many people, 
and sometimes it gets to you. And 
number two, to give back. There 
is this wonderful saying, a candle 
doesn't lose its flame when it lights 
another candle. I want to share my 
flame to as much people as possible. 
SD: What really made you say yes to 
PLAYBOY? 

RS: Of course it's a prestigious 
magazine. It would be foolish of me 
to say no. 

SD: What is your definition of a 
Playboy? 

RS: And I thought you forgot that 
question. Well, most people would 
think a Playboy is a man with lots of 
girlfriends, no wives, or a man who 
sleeps with lots of women. Luma 
na yun! Laos na yun! For me, a true 
Playboy is a man who knows how to 
appreciate the beauty of women both 
appearance-wise and beauty within 
and will not hesitate to express it, but 
at the end of the day, will always stick 
to one. 

O 
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ROTARY CLUB OF MANILA 
Newspaper of the Year 

ASEAN CHAMPIONS OF BIODIVERSITY 
»Third Place (Media Category) 

HOLCIM JOURNALISM AWARDS 
FOR SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION 
s Story of the Year (Anjo AM mar to) 

^Special Citation for People and Community (Imelda Abano] 
^Special Citation for Environment (Max De Leon] 

Finalist (Roderick Abad) 

ECONOMIC JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Best Agriculture Reporter (Jennifer Ngl 
Best Feature Story (Lenie Lectura) 

DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT 
FUR INTERNATIONALE ZUSAMMENARBEIT 
Best Photo Essay (Nonie Reyes) 

SSS BALIKAT NG BAYAN EXCELLENCE 
IN JOURNALISM AWARDS 
»Best in Print Category (Butch Del Castillo] 

JOSE G. BURGOS JR- AWARDS 
FOR BIOTECH JOURNALISM 
» First Place, Institutional Category 
j>First Place, News Category (Lyn Resurrection) 

Third place. News Category (Jonathan Mayuga) 
jfThird place. Features Category (Jennifer Ng) 

BRIGHTLEAF AGRICULTURE AWARDS 

^Ag ri culture Story of the Year (Alberto "Bong" Fa be) 

> Best Regional Agriculture News Story (Marilou Guieb) 
Tobacco Photo of the Year (Mauricio Vitta) 

HENRY FORD AWARDS 
»Hall of Fame, Best Motoring Section 
;Best Automotive Feature Story (Tet Andolong) 



“The curtains 
are up. 
Now, the 
spotlight 
is on us.” 

“BusinessMirror 
garnered numerous 
awards in 2011, 
a testament 
to its quest for 
journalistic excellence” 


BiisiiiessMiiTor. The No. 1 daily business newspaper in the Philippines 


















INDESTRUCTIBLE 

WRITTEN BY RAPHAEL SORIANO 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RAYMOND SALDANA AND OWEN REYES 


WHILE LOOKS BACK AT HER RECENT STRUGGLES 
AND THE CHANGES SHE HAS HAD TO CONFRONT, SHE SHOWS NO 
SIGNS OF LAMENT. INSTEAD, SHE ATTACKS PRODDING STATEMENTS 
WITH EASE, PAUSING ONCE EVERY FEW SECONDS, NOT TO THINK 
ABOUT THE RIGHT WORDS TO SAY, BUT TO LOOK AT THE RACE 
TRACK GREENERY, SMILING WITH AN ASSURANCE SHE CLAIMS FOR 
HERSELF. IT WOULD BE EASY TO FORGET THAT SHE IS 23, AND THAT 
ONLY A FEW YEARS BEFORE, SHE WAS THE EVER SWEET GIRL- 
NEXT-DOOR WHO ACTED AS THE KONTRABIDA, THE FOIL TO HER 
YOUNG CELEBRITY CONTEMPORARIES. IF YOU HAD SAT IN ON HER 
INTERVIEW, YOU’D BE ENAMORED BY HER SIMPLICITY AND FORGET 
THAT ONLY A FEW HOURS BEFORE THE CONVERSATION, SHE WHIPPED 
UP SOME EXCITEMENT DURING THE SHOOT BY EXCLAIMING, 

ALL THIS WHILE SHE TEASED THE CAMERAS 
IN HER DOMINATRIX COSTUME. 









S he tells you to take it as it is captured. "I want to 
explore myself, my limits by trying any styles for 
pictorials." She explains why photo shoots have been 
the projects she has been accepting lately, and her 
basis for her choice. "I was up for the challenge when 
I found out how creative you wanted this to be. I said yes 
to PLAYBOY because I saw the effort the team exerted for 
this. It's nice to finally have a shoot na hindi sa studio, with a 
full concept and direction. That everything was organized is 
a plus." Prepping herself up for the scheduled pictorial was 
not without obstruction. "Nag-alala ako nung nag- tooth 
operation ako. I wanted to get better as soon as possible. 
Gusto ko physically fit ako because the style and direction 
was very encouraging." On this note Iwa muses on the fact 
that she has been used to working her way into getting 
what she wants, and says could only count the times she 
got the things she favored effortlessly. When asked why she 
fancies being a PLAYBOY cover girl, she said, "A shoot is 
an opportunity to show a different side of myself, and this 
pictorial is very different from the ones I did before. PLAYBOY 
is PLAYBOY. This time I am made an art form. Ayoko sanang 
aminin , pero para sa sarili ko din ito." Sure as we strive to be 
the gallant gentlemen, we are eternally grateful to be graced 
by her seductive streak all the same. 

She has got the goods goddesses would envy, and an 
acting competence that is very well honed. When asked 
when she will finally star in a movie, she answers, " Mas 
mapili din ako sa movies. Lahat halos gusto sexual and 
sexy, pero hindi yun ang batayan ko. I have been offered 
[movies] with great story lines, but I'm saying no for now. I 
think there is a time for everything. When I'm finally out in 
a movie I'll make sure I'm gonna be my best." For someone 
who's very eager to take on new endeavors, it seems ironic 
that she's taking her time. "I'm pretty sure I'm [one of] the 
most laid-back artists now," she laughs. "I'm just steady with 
projects," she says. "I am finding contentment from this 
pace, for now anyway." 

She explained her perspective a bit futher. "I'm looking 
forward to a simpler life. I look forward to being a mom 
and a housewife. It should define me as a person, not just 
a woman." Before we could blurt out a compliment for this 
outlook, she says, "I feel successful because I have lots of real 
friends, mga totoong tao. I'm successful because I was able 
to take care of my family. That is why I can have this time 
for myself now." She grins with the relief of enlightenment. 
Quick to summarize her back story, she deduces, "I tried to 
be a wild child, only because I thought I had that privilege 
as a teen, but it was a very short phase. Before I could even 
finish high school, mas naunahan ako ng takot. I dreamed 
about having a child of my own and a husband, then and 
now, so I had to step back. Pinag-isipan ko kung ano talaga 
ang gusto ko, and the life I must look forward to." 

We may find ourselves grappling to move on as Iwa 
occupies our minds with her ever-winning images, although 
clearly she has moved on. She still has other dreams on her 
mind though. "Pangarap ko pa ring maging James Bond 
girl. I love doing stunts. I refused the stunt doubles dati sa 
mga TV shows," when we thought her leather and whip 
were the height of our fantasies, she hints of this possibility. 
Meanwhile we achingly dream to be had by her. 


□ 
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“PEOPLE STILL NORMALLY EOUATE ME AS BEING SEXUAL 
BECAUSE OF THE SEXY MAGAZINE PICTURES. 

I THINK I’M SEXY. IT ALL STARTS HERE.RIGHT? (POINTS TO TEMPLE) 

WITH PICTORIALS I AM A LADY LIVING OUT A FANTASY. 

PAG WALA NA AKO SA CAMERA, 

I’M A HOME BODY WHO IS JUST COMFORTABLE TAKING MYTIME. 

I CHOOSE THAT OVER GETTING DRUNK IN PARTIES: 
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TWO PEOPLE INACOMMITMENTSHOULD 
STAND TOGETHER AND FEEL COMPLETE. 

























THE BUNNIES 
ARE BACK 


PLAYBOY CLUB LONDON 

NOW OPEN 













14 Old Park Lane, 

London W1K 1ND 
United Kingdom 

T +44 ( 0)20 7491 8586 

W www.playboyclublondon.com 



V 


PLAYBOY CLUB 

LONDON 







WRITTEN BY MICHEL ANDRE CONSTANT / PHOTOS BY OWEN REYES 


FEATURE 


IMAGINE 
ARRIVING AT 
A NICE VENUE, 
PROBABLY A 
BIG HOUSE IN 
THE CITY OR 
THE NEARBY 
POSH SUBURBS 
AND BEING 
INTRODUCED 
TO PEOPLE 
WHO, FOR THE 
MOST PART, ARE 
REASONABLY 
GOOD LOOKING 
AND WELL 
MANNERED. 
THEY ARE 
DRESSED 
CLEANLY AND 
NICELY AND SO 
ARE YOU. MORE 
IMPORTANTLY, 
THEY’RE THERE 
FOR THE SAME 
REASONS AS 
YOU ARE. 


r ou sit down with your friend/s or 
another group and open the drinks 
you brought with you, you being 
a nice guest and all. The aroma 
of liquor, cologne and perfume 
permeates the air. A pall film of 
cigarette smoke hangs in the air as 
you start conversing and as the night progresses other 
individuals, couples and groups join your gathering. 
You start to mingle and talk to strangers or familiar 
faces you have seen before. 

Eventually you spot a lady with her girl friend/s or a 
straight couple checking you out. They approach you 
and spark a conversation with you; they get to know 
you, who you are, what your orientation is, whether 
you're straight, bi, or gay. They might get your friend/s 
to join in the conversation, they then, in an even and 
well-mannered tone, ask you if you'd be interested in 
joining them in one of the many rooms in the venue. 
You either decline tactfully or oblige gracefully. 

You, either alone or with your friend/s join them; 
the couple or the ladies, in the room and things start 


progressing further 
away from idle chatter and 
more to the realm of intimacy and 
sensual contact. The straight couple asks you 
join them or to watch them make love. They might 
allow you to touch the female but not the male. Or 
maybe the ladies ask you the same things; watch or 
participate. 

Then more people ask to join your room, again, you 
can accept or decline. They engage in sex acts in the 
same room as your group. People come by and ask if 
they can watch or participate in your room, yes or no. 
the evening goes on with more couples and individuals 
coming and going. You exit gracefully and return to 
the lounging area, you get a drink and engage in more 
conversation with a different set of faces, they might 
be interested in some activity with you or they may not. 
You call it a night. You look for your company, if you 
had any, or maybe you try to ask someone, a couple or 
a single female to accompany you to your home and 
party there. You thank the host/s for their hospitality 
and give them your details. You leave quietly and set 
off into the night. 

So narrates "Luigi". He is in his early 30s, reasonably 
good looking, with a well put together appeal and a 
mild and charming attitude; he cuts an imposing figure 
and is everything you'd expect from a high-powered 
lawyer in the field of corporate finance. 

"Luigi", as we would address him, has been in his 
practice for a little over eight years. A bachelor with 
a devil-may-care attitude, he exudes the qualities any 


man would 
want to possess, 
almost the quintessential 
gentilhomme. "Having 
confidence...confidence in 
yourself and your peers is key 
to living and enjoying this 
lifestyle." What lifestyle is 
that you ask? The lifestyle of 
a swinger. 

According to everyone's 
trusty and dependable 
source, www.wikipedia.org, a 
swinger, specifically, swinging 
is "is non-monogamous 
behavior, in which singles 
or partners in a committed 
relationship engage in sexual 
activities with others as a 
recreational or social activity. 
Swinging can take place in a 
number of contexts, ranging 
from spontaneous sexual 
activity at informal gatherings 
of friends to planned regular 
social meetings to hooking 
up with like-minded people 
at a swingers' club. It can 
also involve Internet-based 
swinger social networking 
services online." 

Our friend Luigi puts it 
more eloquently "We are 
those who enjoy sharing 
ourselves with others freely 


THEN MORE 
PEOPLE ASK 
TO JOIN 
YOUR ROOM, 
AGAIN, YOU 
CAN ACCEPT 
OR DECLINE. 
THEY ENGAGE 
IN SEX ACTS 
IN THE SAME 
ROOM AS 
YOUR GROUP. 
PEOPLE 
COME BY 
AND ASK IF 
THEY CAN 
WATCH OR 
PARTICIPATE 
IN YOUR 
ROOM, YES 
OR NO. THE 
EVENING 
GOES ON 
WITH MORE 
COUPLES AND 
INDIVIDUALS 
COMING AND 
GOING. 
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EVENTUALLY YOU SPOT A LADY WITH 
HER GIRL FRIEND/S OR A STRAIGHT 
COUPLE CHECKING YOU OUT. THEY 
APPROACH YOU AND SPARK A 
CONVERSATION WITH YOU; THEY GET 
TO KNOW YOU, WHO YOU ARE, WHAT 
YOUR ORIENTATION IS, WHETHER 
YOU’RE STRAIGHT, Bl, OR GAY. 


but without reckless 
abandon. We are those who 
enjoy the fleeting frills of 
life, the excesses that we all 
at one point, surely, crave 
and desire, but only some of 
us, we lucky and daring few 
seek and realize." He adds 
"Monogamy is all well and 
good, but when you have 
the chance, the opportunity 
to experience something 
greater, something that is 
transcendent, you have to 


grab that opportunity 
and make the most 
out of your life, your 
experience." 

"My first swinger 
party was way back 
when I was still in law 
school. It was hosted by 
this wealthy couple who 
held it in one of their 
homes here in Manila. I 
was really apprehensive. 
God I was such an 
awkward guest!" Luigi 


YOU GO OUT 
AND PARTY 
AND MAYBE, 
MAYBE, IF YOU 
GET LUCKY 
AND YOU PLAY 
YOUR CARDS 
RIGHT, YOU AND 
END UP GOING 
HOME WITH 
THAT GIRL (OR 
GIRLS) YOU’VE 
BEEN EYEING 
THE WHOLE 
NIGHT. SO WHAT 
MAKES IT SO 
DIFFERENT? 
WHAT’S SO 
SPECIAL? “SEX,” 



recounts how he was invited by one of 
his "brods" to a 'special' party and how 
he was briefed as to what attendance 
to this party would entail. "He told me 
'Brad, if you go with me to this party, 
you cannot speak about what you see 
or who you see there, understood?' I 
meekly agreed. Siyempre curious ka... 
na arouse na yung interest mo so payag 
ka lang sa gusto niya... pero it's scary 
din because it's a new experience." 
According to him, some of the pointers 
that were given him by his 'brad' were 
"to be open minded, and never, never, 
never, be rude or discourteous, kasi 
technically, it's a social gathering, it's not 
just sex, sex, sex." Seeing the clear sign 
of doubt in my face he adds, "of course 
sex is a big part of it but it's not the only 
part or even the most important part if 
you ask me." I urge him to elaborate, 
"You see, what we do, "swinging" in 
popular lingo, is as much a social activity 
as a sexual one. I see lots of people at 
the parties who are just there to mingle 
in a more relaxed and liberated climate. 
Sure they're open to intimate or sexual 
activities but that doesn't mean they 
have to. Most of the 'normal' parties 
we attend nowadays are too stuffy and 
often times just stop short of being fully 
enjoyable." 

In that case, aren't these just social 
gatherings that happen to include 


as part of its offerings the 
possibility of sexual or intimate 
physical relations? But that just 
sounds like a normal night out 
in the town. You go out and 
party and maybe, MAYBE, if 
you get lucky and you play your 
cards right, you and end up 
going home with that girl (or 
girls) you've been eyeing the 
whole night. So what makes it 
so different? What's so special? 
"Sex," Luigi deadpanned. "You 
see, in our parties, if you desire 
someone and would want to 
get physical with them you just 
have to simply approach and 
ask, nicely of course. They can 
still say no but that's just one 
"no" in a room or house full of 
likely yes". Remember, if you 
want in on one of these parties 
or to eventually be re-invited, 
you have to have an open 
mind and be willing to engage 
and entertain advances. Plus, 
you don't need to spend a 
ton of money to TRY and get 
someone to go home with 
you." So is it that easy? We 
simply approach someone and 
tell them we're interested and 
right then and there we can, to 
quote Austin powers, "hop on 



ALWAYS BE OPEN TO NEW EXPERIENCES, 

BUT KNOW YOUR BOUNDARIES. IT’S ALL FUN 
AND GOOD WHEN YOU JUST THINK ABOUT IT, 
FANTASIZE. BUT LIVING THIS LIFESTYLE IS NO 
JOKE AND IS A VERY SERIOUS COMMITMENT. 


SO YOU THINK YOU CAN HOST ONE OF THESE PARTIES AND 
BE GOOD AT IT? WELL THERE ARE A FEW THINGS YOU'D 
WANT TO TAKE NOTE OF BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE. SO 
PUT AWAY THE CHAMPAGNE AND THOSE SEX TOYS FIRST 
BECAUSE WE'LL GET TO THAT LATER. 


LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION. 

YOU HAVE TO READY A 
SUITABLE VENUE THAT 
CAN ACCOMMODATE A 
HANDFUL OF PEOPLE, AT 
LEAST ALL THE PEOPLE YOU 
INVITE, COMFORTABLY. THIS 
EASILY RULES OUT SMALL 
CONDO UNITS OR CRAMPED 
APARTMENTS. A DECENT SIZED 
HOUSE WITH LOTS OF ROOMS 
FOR “SPECIAL ACTIVITIES' 
WOULD BE IDEAL 

IT'S NOT WHAT YOU KNOW 
BUT WHO YOU KNOW. 

INVITING THE RIGHT PEOPLE 
IS KEY TO THESE PARTIES. YOU 
SHOULD INVITE PEOPLE YOU 
KNOW, FRIENDS AND THE 
LIKE, WHOM YOU KNOW ARE 
OF THE SAME MIND AS YOU. 
POSTING IT ON SWINGER 
FORUMS IS ALSO A WAY TO 
MEET AND INVITE LIKE-MINDED 
INDIVIDUALS OR COUPLES 
BUT IS NOT RECOMMENDED. 

IT'S ALWAYS BEST TO START 
WITH PEOPLE YOU'RE ALREADY 
COMFORTABLE WITH AND WHO 
ARE COMFORTABLE WITH THE 
IDEA OF 'THE LIFESTYLE'. 

FOOD, LIQUOR, AND 
OTHER DRUGS. 

PROVIDING SOME FINGER 
FOODS IS ALRIGHT BUT NOT A 
NECESSITY. ALCOHOL IS A MUST 
BUT NEVER IN RIDICULOUS 
QUANTITIES. REMEMBER, 

IT'S NOT A FRAT PARTY, IT'S A 
SENSUAL SOIREE. YOU'D WANT 
TO ASK YOUR GUESTS TO 
BRING THEIR OWN POISON OF 
CHOICE IF THEY'RE PARTICULAR 
WITH THOSE THINGS. THE 
QUESTION OF ILLEGAL 
SUBSTANCES IS A BIT OF A GREY 
AREA. WE DON'T CONDONE 
ITS USE SINCE WE AT PLAYBOY 


BELIEVE THAT A GENTLEMAN 
NEVER HAS A NEED FOR DRUGS 
TO HAVE AN AWESOME TIME. 

WHEN EVERYTHING 
ELSE FAILS FOLLOW THE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
ASPECT OF HOSTING ONE 
THESE 'LIFESTYLE' PARTIES IS 
ENFORCING THE RULES FOR 
ETIQUETTE AND CONDUCT. 
YEAH, THERE ARE RULES AND 
THERE SHOULD ALWAYS BE, PLUS 
IT'S YOUR PARTY SO HANDLE 
IT LIKE IT IS. ALWAYS OUTLINE 
THE RULES AND BOUNDARIES 
TO EVERYONE YOU INVITE 
AND MAKE SURE ALL THOSE 
THAT COME ARE CLEAR ON 
THESE. IT'S RECOMMENDED 
THAT YOU AS HOST, STRONGLY 
AND STRINGENTLY APPLY 
THESE GUIDELINES WITH NO 
EXCEPTIONS. IF A GUY GETS 
UNRULY AND STARTS MAKING A 
SCENE OR HARASSING OTHER 
GUESTS BECAUSE HE'S DRUNK, 
OR HIGH, OR IS JUST A PLAIN 
DOUCHE THEN IT'S ON YOU 
TO GET HIM THE HELL OUT OF 
YOUR PARTY AND AWAY FROM 
YOUR GUESTS. THE MOST BASIC 
RULE FOR THESE GATHERINGS 
IS THAT ALL PERSONS SHOULD 
CONDUCT THEMSELVES WITH 
UTMOST POLITENESS AND 
DISCREETNESS. THAT BEING 
SAID, REMIND ALL GUESTS THAT 
WHEN A PERSON SAYS NO IT 
MEANS NO. 

SO WITH THOSE FEW NOTES 
YOU'RE SET TO HOST AND 
CONQUER YOUR VERY OWN 
'LIFESTYLE' PARTY. NOW IF WE 
CAN JUST FIGURE OUT WHERE 
TO GET THAT MANSION AND 
THOSE WILLING GUESTS THEN 
WE'RE GOOD TO GOI BEST 
OF LUCKI 
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the good foot and do the 
bad thing?" "Christ, no. 
that's why these things 
are usually held in places 
with multiple rooms. 

Get a room!" He rages. 
"But," he adds, "some 
rooms can have multiple 
couples or groups. Some 
rooms can have both 
people engaged in sex 
acts and those who 
are just watching and 
enjoying the show. Some 
parties have rooms with 
designated themes, you 
know, for couples only or 
for gay men and women 
only. Most of the venues 
I've been to have a 
specific 'lounging area,' a 
socializing area separate 
from the crazy places, It's 
all very prepared." 

So who are the 
types of individuals 
that he would usually 
come across at these 
'gatherings'? Apparently 
everyone and anyone; 
He's met pro athletes. 


celebrities, models and 
personalities, business 
people and professionals, 
fellow lawyers and 
doctors, some students 
and young adults, and 
even (shock!) politicians 
and public servants. 
"Most are just passing 
through; they're there 
because a friend invited 
them. They usually 
just watch and enjoy 
the party like most 
people would. Some, 
though, stay on and 
become regular faces 
at the parties I go to. 

You wouldn't normally 
acknowledge each other 
outside the gatherings 
but in it, you are all, I 
wouldn't say friends. 
More like associates." 

He leaves us a 
few notes from his 
experiences as a swinger. 
"Always be open to new 
experiences, but know 
your boundaries. It's 
all fun and good when 


you just think about it, 
fantasize. But living this 
lifestyle is no joke and is a 
very serious commitment. 
Discretion is paramount 
and as a man, being a 
gentleman is a must. 

It is never just about 
your experience but the 
experience you share 
with the people you meet 
and get to know. And 
also, master the art of 
saying no and know that 
you can always decline. 
That being said, every 
vice offered is not always 
a vice that you should 
partake in. If at any 
moment you feel unsure 
and uneasy, then take a 
step back and reassess. If 
it's not for you then walk 
away." 

I'm still not sure if he 
was giving tips for living 
the lifestyle or for living 
life. 

□ 


KEY PARTIES: Key parties are a form of swinging parties, 
in which male partners place their car and house keys into a 
common bowl or bag on arriving. At the end of the evening the 
female partners would randomly select keys from the bowl and 
leave with that key’s owner. 

RAINBOW PARTY: A rainbow party is an urban legend spread 
from the early 2000s. At these events, allegedly increasingly 
popular among adolescents, females wearing various shades of 
lipstick take turns fellating males in sequence, leaving multiple 
colours on their penises. Rainbow parties were covered on 
The Oprah Winfrey Show in 2003, and became the subject of a 
juvenile novel called Rainbow Party. On May 27,2010 the televi¬ 
sion program The Doctors discussed the topic with dozens of 
teens, parents, and professionals. However, sex researchers and 
adolescent health care professionals have found no evidence 
for the existence of rainbow parties, and as such attribute the 
spread of the stories to a moral panic. 

FULL SWAP: penetrative sex (vaginal,anal) 

SOFT SWAP: non-penetrative sex (oral,external physical) 
UNICORN: single bisexual female that actively participates in 
the swinger lifestyle; such women are referred to as unicorns 
because they are highly sought after and rare. 

VANILLA: anything pertaining to a non-swinging lifestyle.Non¬ 
swingers are referred to generically as vanillas; vanilla friends, 
vanilla vacations, vanilla party, etc 
VOYEUR: a person who derives sexual gratification from 
observing someone undressing, naked bodies or others engaged 
in sex. 

EXHIBITIONIST: individual who derives sexual gratification 
from being observed performing sex acts by other(s) 

M M F/F F M: male to male to female/ female to female to male 
(implies bisexuality or physical sexual contact between two 
males/ two females) 

MFM/FMF: male to female to male/ female to male to female 
(explicitly straight threesome) 

BDSM: conflated four letter acronym of three distinct terms: 

BD (bondage & discipline) DS (dominance & submission) SM 
(sadism & masochism) 

BUKKAKE: Japanese term referring to showering of individual 
(almost always female) with sperm from several men (not com¬ 
mon practice in lifestyle reality, stylized in male centric pom.) 
CUCKOLD: old English (1250 CE) synonymous with a husband 
whose wife cheats. Has evolved in modern usage in lifestyle to 
broadly suggest a husband whose wife is having sex without 
his direct participation, often he watches fully clothed and is 
"forced” to watch is wife engage in sex with other(s) without 
any sexual release inciting an evolutionary sperm-competition 
response in the male. 

CUCKQUEAN: gender opposite term of cuckold. 

MANAGE A TROIS: different from threesome in that it denotes 
three people engaging in sex acts while in a relationship of 
commitment and lasting affection i.e. in love. 
POLY/POLYAMORY/POLYAMOROUS RELATIONSHIP: love 
relationship involving more than 2 people. Close friends who 
engage in sexual activity may find themselves in polyamorous 
relationships over time. 

TRIAD: relationship or sexual activity between three people. 
PARALLEL PLAY: engaging in sex acts while other couples or 
are performing sex acts separately from your group in the 
area or room. 
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IR^M/^kElf^V J^JslET r^def!, 


THIS 23 YEAR OLD“GENUINE FILIPINA” WITH HER 
SUN KISSED SKIN, ENGAGING PERSONALITY,AND FREE SPIRIT IS 
YOUR PLAYMATE FOR AUGUST; GREY GOMEZ. 
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ith a penchant for bar 
hopping and beach 
combing, this Filipina 
beauty clearly was born to 
be a creature of Playboy. "I've always been 
a fun loving person. I think I have a bit of 
a wild streak in me but it's always been 
about the good times and fun/ 

Although loving the lights and 
excitement she ardently declares Tm 
really a simple girl. I laugh at the simplest 
things and the stupidest jokes. Mababaw 
ang tawa ko!" And laugh she does all 
throughout our conversation. A very jovial 
soul contained within a Filipina Goddess's 
body our playmate says that what she 
looks for in life is"...happiness and 
contentment. I think every girl deserves to 
live their lives in quiet contentment with 
an honest and loving man and a family 
of their own," And what kind of man 
makes our Playmate content and happy? 
'Someone who has a very good sense 
of humour is a must. He has to have his 
life figured out and he has to be a man 
of action, not just words." When asked 
about the most important quality any man 
who desires her heart must possess she 
says "Honesty and integrity are the most 
important things. I have to be able to 
trust him completely and a man who has 
integrity is a rare find nowadays/' 

Clearly not just a pretty face in the 
crowd. Playmate Grey joined the Playboy 
family for the challenge that being a 
Playboy Playmate would offer, "I've always 






“I’VE ALWAYS 
CONSIDERED 
MYSELF AFREE 
SPIRIT AND 

GENUINELY 

FILIPINA.” 


wondered how I would do in a Playboy 
shoot. I've always heard it would be a 
challenge and I wasn't disappointed. 

I just hope the readers enjoy It as 
much as I did!" With considering the 
most appealing part of her she states 
that "My eyes have always received 
the most compliments-1 think the 
sexiest parts of a woman's body are 
her eyes because it's with those that 
she communicates her interest most 
effectively. N And she playfully adds 
and I flirt most using my eyes! w 

With her eyes set on flirting intentjy 
with the idea of attaining the most 
sought after Playmate of the Year title 
she states that "I think what I bring to 
the table that others don't have are my 
genuine Filipina charm and my simple 
but adventurous personality." With 
that being said she feistily adds "I think 
it's high time for a morena beauty to 
take the crown and represent!" 

With a vivacious approach on 
living coupled with a simple yet bold 
personality. Playmate Grey is ready 
and well set to take the next great 
adventure of her life; being our Playboy 
Playmate for August! 

□ 










“I THINK EVERY 
GIRL DESERVES 
TO LIVE THEIR 
LIVES IN OUIET 
CONTENTMENT 
WITH AN HONEST 
AND LOVING MAN 
AND A FAMILY OF 
THEIR OWN.” 












































“I’VE ALWAYS 
WONDERED 
HOW I 
WOULD DO 
IN A PLAYBOY 

SHOOT. I’VE ALWAYS 
HEARD IT WOULD BEA 
CHALLENGE AND I WASN’T 
DISAPPOINTED.! JUST 
HOPE THE READERS 
ENJOY ITAS MUCH AS I 
DID!” 
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“MY EYES HAVE 
AYS RECEIVED 
THE MOST, 
OMPLIMENT., 
THE SEXIEST 
FAWQMAN’S 
RE HE II EYES 

USE IT’S WITH THOSE 
COMMUNICATES HER 
MOST EFFECTIVELY.” 



“I’VE ALWAYS 
BEENAFUN 
LOVING 
PERSON. 

I THINK I HAVE A BIT 
OFAWILD STREAK 
IN ME BUT IT’S 
ALWAYS BEEN 
ABOUTTHE 
GOODTIMES 
AND FUN.” 
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V HUMOR 

W PLAYBOY PARTY JOKES 


w hat's the difference between a gay pride parade and a bisexual 
pride parade? 

The bisexual pride parade goes both ways. 

A 

/\ new husband arrived home with a big bouquet of flowers. His bride 
met him at the door, saw the flowers and dropped to the floor, spreading 
her legs in front of him. "This is for the flowers," she said. 

"Don't be silly," he said. "I'm sure we have a vase somewhere." 



A 

/\ trio of burglars broke into a pharmacy and stole its entire supply of 
Viagra and Cialis. Police are now looking for three hardened criminals. 

A 

/\ husband walked into the bedroom and found his wife having sex 
with another man. 

"What the hell is going on here?" he asked. "Who is that man?" 

"That's a fair question," his wife responded. Then, turning to the naked 
man beside her, she asked, "What's your name?" 

A 

/\ priest was walking down a side street in his little town when 
he came across a woman of ill repute. He stopped and told her in no 
uncertain terms that she had chosen the wrong path. "You're telling me, 
Father." she answered. "I've been on this street for more than an hour and 
you're the first man I've seen." 

A 

/\n inexperienced coed asked her doctor, "What is a good time for 
sex?" 

The doctor replied, "Between noon and one P.M." 

Surprised, she asked, "And why is that, doctor?" 

"Well," the physician responded, "that's when my nurse goes to lunch." 

f"he irony of a blow job is that even if you have her at your feet, she's 
got you by the balls. 



a 

/V cook got his hand caught in the dishwasher and they were both 
fired. 

w hat's worse than biting into an apple and finding a worm? 

Biting into an apple and finding half a worm. 

A 

/ \ husband, the owner of a brand new car, was somewhat reluctant 

to allow his wife to drive his prized possession - even to a grocery store 
only a few blocks from their house. After she insisted, he finally relented, 
cautioning her as she departed, "Remember, if you have an accident, the 
newspaper will print your age!" 

A 

/ \ father, while on a business trip late one night, was passing by his 

son's university and decided to stop in for a visit. He arrived at what he 
thought was his son'ts frat house and knocked on the front door, the man 
asked, "Does Brendan live here?" 

"Yes," replied the boy. "Just leave him on the porch as usual." 

A 

/\ blonde enlisted in the Army, and when she was given her uniform 
the drill sergeant informed her that although her quarters would be in a 
separate building she would mess with the men. 

Only later did she learn that he meant she would eat her meals with them. 

a 

/\ young man and his date were parked on a back road some distance 
from town. After sex the firl said, "I really should have mentioned this 
earlier, but I'm actually a hooker, and I charge $50 for what we just did." 
The man resorted, "And I should have mentioned this before, but I'm 
actually a taxi driver, and the fare back to town is $100." 
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FOR 20 YEARS TOM CRUISE WAS THE CLOSEST THING TO A SURE BET HOLLYWOOD HAD, SHINING ON-SCREEN AND 
ENDEARING HIMSELF TO STUDIOS BY WORKING AS HARD PROMOTING HIS FILMS AS HE DID MAKING THEM. HE SUR¬ 
ROUNDED HIMSELF WITH GREAT FILMMAKERS, INCLUDING MARTIN SCORSESE, STANLEY KUBRICK, STEVEN SPIEL¬ 
BERG AND MICHAEL MANN, AND STOOD TOE-TO-TOE WITH SUCH VETS AS JACK NICHOLSON, PAUL NEWMAN AND 
DUSTIN HOFFMAN. HIS MOVIES HAVE GROSSED WELL OVER $7 BILLION, EARNING HIM HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS. AS HE NEARS 50, CRUISE HAS PUT HIS TEMPORARY CAREER CRISIS IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR AND IS ONCE 
AGAIN AMONG THE HANDFUL OF STARS WHOSE PARTICIPATION GETS A MOVIE MADE. SEVEN YEARS AFTER BEING ON 
THE PRECIPICE, CRUISE IS COMING OFF THE BIGGEST BOX OFFICE HIT OF HIS CAREER IN MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE- 
GHOST PROTOCOL, A CROWD-PLEASING FILM HE ALSO PRODUCED. IT REUNITED HIM WITH REDSTONE’S PARAMOUNT 
PICTURES, FOR WHICH HE JUST COMPLETED ONE SHOT, AN ADAPTATION OF LEE CHILD’S POPULAR NOVEL BUILT 
AROUND JACK REACHER. 








I e fills a glass three quarters full 
with whiskey and pours some 
cola into the mixture. He takes 
a bite off his liter-ally frozen TV 
dinner and scurries to turn up 
the stereo volume. He shimmies 
down the hall, half naked and 
dances away to Bob Seger's "Old 
Time Rock and Roll". Armed with 
a candlestick'for a microphone and the disarming 
mischief on his face, then 19 year old Tom Cruise 
blew us away with his rock star moves-'and’ magnetic 
charm. This-maybe the only scene in Risky Business 
that stuck to us good. Fast forward to 2012, 
everyone would agree-thathe has never lost that 
winning screen quality’as he-plays this time the role 
of full-fledged rockstar Stacee Jaxx in Rock of Ages. 
This time around too, he doesn't just fascinate 
you with his Jagger moves, he also amazes with his 
singing.' : pyd'. V 


His affiliation with politics has seen him making 
thousand dollar donations in support to the 
Democratic party. Ironically, he once lent his star 
power to ci Republican candidate's commercials. The 
candidate happened to be a fellow Scientologist. 
While he is vocal and open about how Scientology's 
direction in his life shapes him, he maintains that it 
is a personal outlook. He views it as a humanitarian 
effort and looks forward to how the movement will 
affect his children's upbringing, and the children of 
the world with the same view in the long run. 


Good looks and his obvious charms has sparked 
up real life romances with onscreen leading ladies. 
Nicole Kidman, who Tom met on the set of Days 
of Thunder, became his second wife. The two 
got married just several months after his divorce 
from Mimi Rogers. Cruise also had a long running 
romantic affair with Penelope Cruz, his co-star in 
Vanilla Sky 


At 50, Tom Cruise has done it all. He has Established 
success in full color as he starred in fijms-such as 
Top Gun, The Color of MoneyRain Man, Days of 
Thunder, A Few Good Men, Vanilla Sky, Minority 
Report, The Last Samurai, Collateral and War of 
the - Worlds. He has won three Golden Globe Awards 
for his stellar'performances-on Born on the Fourth 
of July, Jerry Maguire and Magnolia. He may have 
embraced his inner-"rock god so'-spot on that word 
has it that he is up.for another slew of nominations 
in the next batch of awards. 


When he began dating Katie Holmes, Cruise was 
once again at the center of the spotlight. That 
unforgettable couch-jumping spree at The Oprah 
Winfrey Show elicited varied reactions. People 
began speculating that the much publicized 
romance between Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes 
was nothing but Hollywood gimmickry, with a 
young Holmes rooting for the spotlight, a steady 
Cruise wanting to enliven his career. A couple 
of months after TomKat went public, the two 
got engaged, and a few months later Katie got 
pregnant. She gave birth to a blue-eyed beauty 
who they named Suri and before long became a 
paparazzi favorite . Fatherhood yet again officially 
became Tom. The two got married and like most 
Hollywood weddings, it looked like it was born out 
of a fairy tale. 


A successful businessman, Cruise's billion dollar 
Mission Impossible franchise has officially cemented 
his commercial prowess. In 2006, Cruise and former 
talent agent Paula Wagner acquired United Artists 
Film Studio. However, their first venture, Lions for 
Lambs , was poorly received.They proceeded to 
make Valkyrie in the hopes of jumpstarting United 
Artists, the production of which was littered with 
controversies centered on Tom Cruise's affiliation 
with Scientology. Despite the buzz on his then 
newfound advocacy eclipsing a major project, 
Valkyrie has managed to gross over $200 million 
worldwide, officially launching United Artists success 
as a movie outfit, and thereby solidying Cruise's 
career as a producer. 


Cruise is back on the hot seat as Katie Holmes 
recently filed for divorce, asking for sole legal and 
residential custody of Suri. Much speculation has 
been made about the divorce. A few sources say 
that Tom was blindsided by Katie's move and there 
have been hunches that Cruise's religion played 
a big factor in Holmes' decision. Others say that 
it was Tom's career that got in the way. The news 
can only nurse the need to claw in his private life, 
always severely under wraps. 


Being a Hollywood powerhouse is not without 
challenges as Cruise remains to be a tabloid 
favorite.His devil-may-care attitude has made him 
a magnet for intrigues. Rumors about his marriage 
with Nicole Kidman being a sham to cover up his 
homosexuality were hard-hitting, but Cruise has 
taken and managed to win this battle in the legal 
arena, awarding him $ 10-million dollars in damages. 
His religious and political views have been under the 
public's constant scrutiny, especially his advocacy to 
Scientology, which is viewed by others as nothing 
more than a cult. 


In spite of the divorce, it would seem that it is 
barely a setback as Tom Cruise is still very much 
the epitome of success. Fearless and confident, he 
is a man who stands for what he believes in.Tom 
is a quintessential artist in every sense, in every 
captured angle. He is a gargantuan presence on 
and off screen. Hetakes a character and allows it 
to permeate him in every inch. He's a Hollywood 
gem; he's unique. Not everyone can just slide into a 
room, half naked and steal hearts. 

(By: Fatima Torres) 




TOM CRUISE 

A CANDID CONVERSATION WITH THE BILLION-DOLLAR MOVIE STAR ABOUT HIS IMPRESSIVE CAREER COMEBACK AND THE PR 

MISSTEPS THAT NEARLY DESTROYED IT ALL 


For 20 years Tom Cruise was the closest thing to a sure bet Hollywood 
had', shining on-screen and endearing himself to studios by working as 
hard promoting his films as he did making them. He surrounded himself 
with great filmmakers, including Martin Scorsese , Stanley Kubrick, Steven 
Spielberg and Michael Mann, and stood toe-to-toe with such vets as Jack 
Nicholson, Paul Newman and Dustin Hoffman. His movies have grossed 
well over $7 billion, earning him hundreds of millions of dollars. 

While not surprising that Cruise's firm grip on the leading-man crown 
would eventually loosen, it was shocking that he caused it to happen 
himself with several ill-advised TV appearances. He got into a testy 
encounter with Today's Matt Lauer. There to promote his film War of the 
Worlds, Cruise appeared to get on a soapbox for his religion, Scientology. 
Consistent with the teachings of his faith, he showed disdain for psychiatry 
and made aggressive statements about the perils of prescription drugs such 
as the antidepressant Paxil and the ADHD medication Ritalin. That followed 
a couch-jumping appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show, a display of his 
exuberance for his future wife, actress Katie Holmes. Cruise was suddenly 
in real trouble. Never mind that other actors had endured true scandals 
and been largely given a pass; Cruise was forced to pay. His long-standing 
producing deal at Paramount Pictures was not renewed, and chairman 
Sumner Redstone publicly mentioned Cruise's behavior as a prime reason. 
He also became fodder for parody on South Park and other shows and in 
Scary Movie 4. With partner Paula Wagner, Cruise moved on and raised 
more than $500 million to take over United Artists, but that eventually 
fizzled. 

Although Cruise had been on top a long time, he was no stranger to 
finding a way around adversity. He grew up without money, raised by his 
mother (his father was absent after a divorce and died in 1984). Cruise was 


a scrappy kid who worked to help his mother and sisters as they moved 
from city to city. That meant continually starting over in schools, a situation 
not helped by his dyslexia. 

As he nears 50, Cruise has put his temporary career crisis in the 
rearview mirror and is once again among the handful of stars whose 
participation gets a movie made. Seven years after being on the precipice, 
Cruise is coming off the biggest box office hit of his career in Mission: 
-Impossible—Ghost Protocol, a crowd-pleasing film he also produced. 

It reunited him with Redstone's Paramount Pictures, for which he just 
completed One Shot, an adaptation of Lee Child's popular novel built 
around Jack Reacher. Cruise continues to take calculated risks: In the 
books, Reacher is a six-foot-five, 250-pound mass of muscle who towers 
over the bad guys and tears them apart bare-handed. Cruise is about five- 
foot-seven and maybe 160 pounds. 

In Rock of Ages, which comes out this summer, he plays a decadent 
1980s rock icon named -Stacee Jaxx. It's the first movie in which he sings. 

To catch up with Cruise, PLAYBOY sent Michael Fleming to the Baton 
Rouge set of Oblivion, a postapoca/yptic sci-fi thriller that was just getting 
under way. Fleming reports: "For all the adversity he endured the past half 
decade, I'm not sure I've ever met an actor who seems as content and 
comfortable in his own skin as Cruise. Despite the media fixation on his 
life, the industry has always loved his work ethic, and his fan base is still 
there. His life is a lot simpler than many might imagine. He works hard 
and keeps his family, including his mother and sisters, close to his side. He 
dotes on wife Katie and his children, Bella and Connor (from his marriage 
to Nico/e Kidman) and Suri, his daughter with Holmes. Cruise flashes his 
trademark smile often as he talks about what seems like a great life, but he 
has also learned a lot in the past few years as he rescued his own career." 


PLAYBOY: You turn 50 on July 3. 

It's a time most men are battling a 
gut, getting colonoscopies, losing 
their hair and monitoring their blood 
pressure. How is it you look about 
half your age? 

CRUISE: I honestly have no idea, 
[laughs] I work. I'm always with 
family. I train, go without sleep. I just 
go hard. 

PLAYBOY: You're not wrinkling up 
like a lot of your peers. Have you 
had, or would you get, cosmetic 
surgery? 

CRUISE: I haven't, and I never 
would. 

PLAYBOY: What does this dubious 
milestone mean to you? 

CRUISE: When I made Taps, really 
my first film experience, I remember 
lying at night in the hotel room, 
thinking, I love this so much. I'd 
wanted it since I was four, and there 
I was, thinking that if I did my best 
on Taps, maybe I could do this for 
the rest of my life. Turning 50, when 
I'm still doing this, is okay. On July 
3 I'll be in Iceland, filming on my 
birthday. My family, my wife, they 
understand. It's who I am. I've spent 
many birthdays on a movie set, all 
great days. 

PLAYBOY: What have you learned 
that you didn't know 20 years ago? 
CRUISE: I've always had the same 
values. Family for me has always 
been important. When I shoot, 
everybody comes. When Kate's 
shooting, I'm there with her and 
the kids. We're always together. 


I'm always around my mother and 
sisters. I always wanted to be a 
father, a husband. And I've always 
had a work ethic. I've had paying 
jobs since I was about eight years 
old—cutting grass, raking leaves, 
paper routes, selling Easter cards and 
Christmas cards. 

PLAYBOY: Door-to-door? 

CRUISE: I went door-to-door in 
Canada and Kentucky. I was basically 
raised by women, and my mom 
at a certain point was paying for 
everything. We all had to pitch in. So 
work to me is important. 

PLAYBOY: Where was your father? 
CRUISE: He was mostly working, 


and then they got divorced. We 
moved a lot, and early on it was 
because he moved from job to job. 
PLAYBOY: How did growing up with 
an absent father inform who you've 
become? 

CRUISE: It wasn't a big conflict 
when I was growing up; that's 
just the way it was. I don't look 


back and feel bad. I know some 
people do, but it's not a burden 
I carry through life. It's more like, 
okay, this happened. That's how he 
behaved, that's how he did things. 
He tried, but it just was who he was. 
Traveling has given me a broader 
understanding of people, and 
I've always been interested in the 
similarities we have and why people 
make certain choices in life. I got 
an introduction to that as a young 
child, but it never felt like a weight I 
carried on my shoulders. 

PLAYBOY: How much of a hardship 
was it to have your mother 
supporting the family? 


CRUISE: We were better off than 
a lot and not as well off as others. 

For me, it was more basic. Like, if I 
wanted to go to the movies as many 
times as I wanted to go, I had to find 
money to pay for it. I learned to go 
get things. And we moved around 
a lot. 

PLAYBOY: That's got to be tough 


on a kid. 

CRUISE: I liked going to a new 
place. I'll never forget, there was 
a cardboard box they'd put in my 
room. You pack your stuff up, 
everything goes in the car and off 
we go. 

PLAYBOY: Was it jarring to leave 
school and friends and start over? 
CRUISE: I found it adventurous. Did 
it bring challenges? Yeah. You're 
always the new kid, with the wrong 
accent, the wrong shoes. You learn 
about people and yourself and how 
to deal with what was not always a 
safe environment. You had to figure 
it out. That is what life's about, 
change and solving problems and 
living it. My mother worked three 
jobs, but she's a woman for whom 
the cup is always half full. I wanted 
to help her and my sisters. 
PLAYBOY: What else did you do 
with your money? 

CRUISE: From as early as I can 
remember, I wanted to ride 
motorcycles and race cars. I wanted 
to do jumps and stunts. Every 
birthday I wanted only a motorcycle. 
By the time I was 12, I'd bought my 
own. 

PLAYBOY: How rough is the 
motorcycle learning curve for a 12- 
year-old? 

CRUISE: Very, [laughs] No one 
taught me. I crashed a lot, because 
I like to go fast. I used to do other 
stuff. We were living in Canada and 
I liked gymnastics. I would do flips 
off the roof. I'd climb to the highest 


“IT’S NOT THAT YOU DON’T FEEL FEAR; IT’S ABOUT 
FIGURING OUT WHY AND WHAT TO DO WITH IT. 
THERE ARE TIMES YOU’RE DOING THINGS AND THE 
FEAR IS THERE. IT’S NOT LIKE I JUST JUMPED IN 
A CAR AND STARTED GOING 200 MILES AN HOUR. 

I GET THE FEEL OF THE CAR, LEARN THE TRACK, 
WORK MY WAY UP TO IT.” 
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part and see how many flips I could 
do before I hit the snowbank. I'd do 
one flip, and I'd wonder, Can I get 
two? [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: So you were that guy. 
CRUISE: I was that guy. I used to 
like to do stuff to show my sisters. 
They were always like, "Tommy, 
you're going to kill yourself, and 
then Mom's going to kill you." I'd 
be doing flips and the neighborhood 
kids would come over and look. 

Then I tried a double and got 
through only one and a half before 
I missed the snowbank, landed on 
the sidewalk and broke my ankle. I 
was like, "Aghhh!" I crawled to the 
bedroom. I've broken my leg, my 
nose. 

PLAYBOY: How'd you break your 
nose? 


to new schools, you're confronted by 
different things, but you always have 
a choice, and mine was to learn to 
handle it. 

PLAYBOY: How does this translate 
to doing your own stunts in movies? 
CRUISE: I train pretty hard. For The 
Last Samurai I spent a year training 
six hours a day, seven days a week 
to be able to handle a sword and 
do it on uneven terrain, because I 
didn't want to blow my knees out. 
You've got to build the body up for 
impact. I remember trying to put my 
shirt on at one point and couldn't 
because my forearms had gotten so 
big. It was the same with Rock of 
Ages—five hours a day learning to 
sing, three hours a day dancing. 
PLAYBOY: Did you know you could 
sing before you took on Rock of 


fun to be Bruce. I like being me 
because making movies is all I ever 
wanted to do. But when I look at 
Bono, Springsteen, Bon Jovi or Axl 
Rose and hear the songs they wrote 
and how they perform them and 
the life they have, I have a greater 
appreciation. It takes so much work 
to get to that level. 

PLAYBOY: The first song you sang 
in front of a crowd was "Pour Some 
Sugar on Me," with Def Leppard 
there, watching you. Pressure? 
CRUISE: Yes. [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: Director Adam Shankman 
said they were eager to abuse you, 
but you ruined it by nailing the song. 
CRUISE: I was down in Miami, 
recording different songs, and Adam 
called and said, "Def Leppard's 
coming by the set." I said, "Man, 


CRUISE: He's a slave to rock and 
roll. When he's onstage, he gives it 
everything. Off it, he's looking for 
soulful moments in odd ways, and 
that's where the comedy comes in. 
We had this sweet love song, "I 
Want to Know What Love Is," and 
I'm falling in love with this girl. But 
it's a sex scene, and that's where it 
has to be funny, because it's rock 
and roll. I read all this stuff about 
Led Zeppelin, the Stones, Axl Rose, 
Motley Crue and the groupies. My 
character has them, but suddenly 
there's this sweet scene that changes 
everything. If it works, people will 
laugh and it'll be emotional. This 
hard-rock guy is singing this romantic 
duet, falling in love with this woman. 
But since it's rock and roll, he's 
singing most of it to her backside. 



CRUISE: The first time, I got hit by a 
fastball. Another time, I got hit with 
a baseball bat by accident. Then I 
rejarred it on a motorcycle. No one 
thought about helmets or pads back 
then. When I was 18, on the set of 
Taps, I met the stunt guys. I was like, 
"You train for stuff like this?" Back 
in the day there were no videos of 
this stuff. I'd create ramps to try to 
jump over garbage cans on my bike, 
figuring it out on my own. When 
I was five years old, I'd climb the 
tallest tree possible, get to the top so 
when the wind was blowing I'd hang 
on as the branch swayed back and 
forth. Then, can I go from this tree 
and get to that tree? 

PLAYBOY: Aside from broken bones, 
what did you get out of all this? 
CRUISE: I learned that even in times 
that were challenging, you have 
a choice whether to let problems 
overwhelm you. When you're going 


Ages? 

CRUISE: I knew I could hold a note. 

I sang in a glee club when I was 
14 years old and in a high school 
musical. But I never had a singing 
lesson. No one ever taught me how 
to use my voice. 

PLAYBOY: You had help from Axl 
Rose's vocal coach. How do you 
develop an arena voice? 

CRUISE: He was an opera singer 
who taught me how to control my 
voice. It's like learning a new sport 
or a skill for a character. I had to 
find out how to move air through 
the vocal cords and where to place 
it in my head, in the chest. It's 
something you have to do every day 
to strengthen your voice. 

PLAYBOY: After singing 1980's rock 
anthems in front of a wild crowd in 
Rock of Ages, is it more fun to be 
Tom Cruise or Bruce Springsteen? 
CRUISE: For Bruce, I'm sure it's more 


that's cool." Then I paused. "Wait, 

I'm rehearsing their song tomorrow." 
And he's like, "Yeah!" [laughs] So 
we started right in the deep end, and 
that was the first scene I shot in the 
movie. It's a great song, and I grew 
up listening to them. They went to 
the back of the Bourbon Room, and I 
looked at my band and was like, "Hit 
it." All the crew was watching them 
watching me. 

PLAYBOY: So what did they say? 
CRUISE: Well, the lead singer, Joe 
Elliott, points at me and goes, "Fuck 
you! Fuck you!" Then I saw big 
smiles on their faces, and I realized 
I'd gotten their stamp. It was a very 
cool moment. It was important they 
knew I was honoring their music and 
not making fun of them. 

PLAYBOY: It's hard to take your 
character that seriously. He's prone 
to theatrics, and his only real friend 
is a baboon. 


PLAYBOY: On the other side of the 
spectrum, those scenes you shot 
running and jumping 124 floors up 
that Dubai skyscraper in Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol were 
impressive. Knowing it was you 

dangling by a cable, it was so- 

CRUISE: It's high, [laughs] Yes, 
it's high. I always wanted to do 
something like that. It was one of 
those times I could build myself up 
to it physically, train and push myself, 
and have it fit the story and the 
character. We spent months figuring 
it out. 

PLAYBOY: No matter how much 
planning, you have to get out there 
and look down. Way down. 

CRUISE: Yes. [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: You could have done it 
from the second floor, and they also 
have computers and stuntmen. 
CRUISE: But it wouldn't have looked 
the same. As great as visual effects 


PLAYBOY 2012 / AUGUST 5Y 


















V PLAYBOY TOM CRUISE 


are, it just would not have been the 
same experience for the audience— 
especially when my director, Brad 
Bird, said he wanted to shoot in 
Imax, which I was so damn excited 
about. I started thinking of Harold 
Lloyd dangling from the clock, and 
Buster Keaton, when you feel the 
danger. And look, if I'm at the third 
or the second floor, a fall will kill 
me anyway, [laughs] I might as well 
be on the 124th floor. At a certain 
point the height was the least of the 
challenges. 

PLAYBOY: After a rough couple of 
years when some questioned your 
viability as a leading man, Mission: 
Impossible—Ghost Protocol grossed 
more money than any other film 
you've ever made. What did that 
mean to you? 

CRUISE: I've always just wanted to 
make the movies I wanted to make, 
see studios make money so they'd let 
me do it again and see an audience 
enjoy it. I've tried to keep my head 
down and just do good work. 
PLAYBOY: But we can see you are 
competitive. Your Collateral co-star 
Jamie Foxx told us you and Will 
Smith were the most competitive 
guys he's ever met and that you have 
to win at everything. 

CRUISE: But I have a standard of 
what winning is. How do you define 
winning and losing? If I get beaten 
in a basketball game, I don't care. 
How a movie does is based on so 
many things, including release dates 
and marketing. I understand the 
box office game. I was there in the 
beginning when they started fixating 
on the number one film and the 
competition in that. I really came 
up with promoting films around the 
world, and studios fought me, but I 
mainly did it because I wanted myself 
and my kids to see the world. But 
here's the game I'm playing. I want 


to make great films that entertain an 
audience and hold up. I can control 
only the effort I put into it and the 
experience we all have making it. 
After that, it is what it is. 

PLAYBOY: When Paramount was 
planning Ghost Protocol, they 
brought in Jeremy Renner, and 
the perception was that they were 
hedging bets with you. True? 
CRUISE: No, because here's the 
thing: I had creative control and final 
cut on Mission Impossible. I brought 
Renner in. So there's a separation 
between what's happening versus 
what people say. This is something 
I learned growing up, moving and 
always being the new kid. There's 
what people say, and there's reality, 
and you can't worry about stuff like 
that. Do you wish they wouldn't 
say certain things? Yeah, you wish. 
Does refuting things help? Not really. 
There comes a point when you 
just have to go, You know what? 
Here's how I've lived my life: I've 
never been late to set. I make films I 
believe in. I feel privileged to be able 
to do what I love. You just have to 
keep going and remember that. The 
other stuff? I hear it, I read it, I get 
it. But life is not a matter of trying to 
prove anything to anybody. 
PLAYBOY: And yet you constantly 
seem to be proving things to others. 
CRUISE: Here's the thing about 
competition. I don't think that 
wanting to do my best qualifies as 
that. I love making movies. Whether 
it's making a film or raising my 
children, personally I'm striving to 
do the right things and to learn. I'm 
an all-or-nothing kind of person, 
and when I become interested in 
something, I give it my all. In life, I 
always wanted adventures and to 
learn different fields of endeavor. 

The great thing about being an actor 
is I've gotten to see what a fighter 


pilot's life is like and a race car 
driver's. I've gotten to fly airplanes, 
race cars, learn about motorcycles. 

In Rock of Ages I studied music, 
learned how to sing and see it from 
a singer's vantage point. I carry those 
interests and lessons through my 
own life. I guess I am always striving 
to be competent. But when it 
comes to working with other actors 
or releasing movies, I don't feel 
competitive. It's a group effort. 
PLAYBOY: You ride bikes, drive fast 
cars, fly planes. If you were going to 
drive away for a bit and clear your 
head, what would your favorite 
mode of transportation be? 

CRUISE: Each one has its different 
level of freedom. A fast motorcycle 
is wonderful, but I'd have to say it 
would be the P-51 Warbird. I have 
a 1944Tuskegee Airmen P-51 that 
was part of their training squadron. 
When I traveled around as a kid, 

I had a picture of a Spitfire and a 
picture of a P-51. P means "pursuit," 
and you can fly hard through the 
canyons. It's a beautiful airplane, 
unlike anything else. 

PLAYBOY: Could you fly when you 
were making Top Gun? 

CRUISE: No, but I always wanted to 
fly, and that was one of the reasons 
I did Top Gun. I just never had the 
time to learn. Then I met Sydney 
Pollack. I was 19 or 20. He was 
editing Tootsie, and I'd just finished 
Risky Business. I got a meeting with 
Sydney that was supposed to be 20 
minutes and ended up being over 
two hours. Outside of my admiration 
for him as a filmmaker, we talked 
about a big mutual interest that 
we had in aviation because I knew 
he flew. Sydney became a lifelong 
friend, and when we finished The 
Firm together in 1993 or 1994, he 
gave me flying lessons as a gift. He 
said, "I know how much you love 
flying. Take the time, right now, and 
do it, because otherwise you'll never 
get to it." I had two kids by then, 
and I worked all the time. In a few 
months I had my instrument rating, 
and a little while after that I had my 
commercial rating. I trained mostly 
in aerobatics, because I wanted to 
fly the P-51. I was doing rolls, loops, 
all kinds of aerobatic maneuvers. 

My first airplane was called a Pitts, 
and then I flew a Marchetti. That's 
a third-world air force trainer they 
use in the Navy's TOPGUN schools 
for air-to-air combat. This was all in 
preparation to fly the Warbird, the 
P-51. I searched all over the world 
for my P-51 and found it in 2000. 

It's called Kiss Me Kate, which covers 
two things I love most, my wife and 
movies. 

PLAYBOY: You don't seem to have 
many fears. 

CRUISE: It's not that you don't feel 
fear; it's about figuring out why and 
what to do with it. There are times 


you're doing things and the fear is 
there. It's not like I just jumped in a 
car and started going 200 miles an 
hour. I get the feel of the car, learn 
the track, work my way up to it. 
PLAYBOY: What's the fastest you've 
gone? 

CRUISE: More than 200 miles an 
hour, at Daytona. 

PLAYBOY: How nervous does all 
this make the studios, with you 
doing your own stunts, performing 
aerobatics in your P-51 and driving 
200 miles an hour in a car? 

CRUISE: I don't ask them. When I 
was stunt climbing at Mojave for 
Mission: Impossible 2, Sherry Lansing 
was running Paramount. I held back 
sending them any film until we'd 
finished the sequence because I 
love her and didn't want to give her 
a heart attack. Then we sent the 
rushes, and normally Sherry would 
call right away to discuss them. 

I never heard from her on those. 
Finally, when I got back, it was like, 
"Tom, we're not even going to talk 
about this." But I don't go into these 
things in a haphazard manner. You 
train so if things do go wrong, you 
know your outs and your backups. 

In One Shot, we did a car chase, 
and essentially I did every stunt in 
every shot in the movie. When you 
watch, you can see that. There was 
tremendous preparation, and that's 
what people don't understand— 
months of figuring out the car, the 
tire temperatures, the handling, the 
temperature of the pavement. You 
have to be on top of all of it. 
PLAYBOY: You are clearly detail 
oriented about your career. But you 
had a lapse with that testy interview 
with Matt Lauer, making comments 
about Brooke Shields, psychiatry and 
prescription drugs for postpartum 
depression. And on Oprah you 
jumped on a couch. What did you 
learn? 

CRUISE: I agree with you, and I 
never meant it that way. When I 
go back and look at it, I find myself 
thinking, I don't feel that way. I get 
how it came across, but I don't feel 
that way, and I never have. Telling 
people how to live their lives? I saw 
how that came across and how 
pieces were edited. 

PLAYBOY: Are you more cautious 
about how much of yourself you put 
out there with the media? 

CRUISE: When I'm promoting a film, 
I'm there to promote a film. 
PLAYBOY: Is it fair to say that your 
relationship with Scientology is now 
in the category of a private matter? 
CRUISE: What's interesting is, if I 
don't talk about my religion, if I say 
I'm not discussing it or different 
humanitarian things I'm working on, 
they're like, "He's avoiding it." If I do 
talk about it, it becomes, "Oh, he's 
proselytizing." Reviewing the whole 
thing and how things can be edited 
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and misinterpreted, I decided, You 
know what? Here's the deal. I take 
responsibility for what happened, 
but everyone now knows that if I am 
dealing with humanitarian things, 

I will talk about that. When I'm 
promoting a film, I'm not going to 
get caught up in anything else, and 
that includes all my personal things. 
PLAYBOY: The aftermath of that 
controversy hurt your career. Were 
you concerned that this dream 
you're living of making movies had 
been jeopardized? 

CRUISE: No, I really didn't. But 
it was important to me to take 
responsibility, take a hard look and 
decide where I go from here. That 
time was interesting. It was that 
moment when the internet had 
really spun out. It was a learning 
experience for all of us, how these 
things go. All you can do is learn and 
say, "This is the way it's going to go 
from now on. Here is the line." 
PLAYBOY: Plenty of stars have 
done a lot worse and gotten a pass. 
There's no tape of you erupting on 
a set, no rehab stints. Yet it seems 
you get a harder time than most for 
perceived missteps. Why is that? 
CRUISE: I look at it in terms of what 
I can take responsibility for and being 
honest about that and going, "Okay, 

I get it." My whole life, I've wanted 
to take care of my family and be 
the person people can depend on. 

I feel that about myself. Do I make 
mistakes? Yeah. I don't care who you 
are, life has challenges. Whether it's 
as a father, as a man, in my work, 
you go through things. I want to 
look at those things for what they 
really are, take responsibility, make 
it right and move on. How harshly 
I'm judged or not judged, I don't 
think about stuff like that. I feel 
lucky. I remember as a kid I wanted 
an adventurous life, and I've gotten 
it. So if someone judges me harshly, 
it's okay. I don't even judge them 
harshly for doing it. 

PLAYBOY: Did that perspective 
come with maturity? 

CRUISE: I think it's something I've 
always felt. I remember back as a 
little kid, going into a new school. 
Always, you know there will be a guy 
coming up at you, and you just wait 
for it. The first day someone's going 
to slam me against a locker, and 
then it's on. I don't want the fight, 
but it's there, it's happening. 
PLAYBOY: And you have to stand 
up for yourself. 

CRUISE: You have to. There's one 
thing you know with a bully. I don't 
care how big or mean they are. If 
you allow it, if you don't stand up to 
that.... And there are different ways 
to do it. There's the school yard, but 
sometimes just confronting them 
works. I learned hard lessons as a 
kid, and you think that once you 
grow up and aren't at school, it will 


be different. It isn't; it's just bigger. 

I was being evaluated by the world. 
You have language barriers. There 
are lots of ways to incite incidents 
through miscommunication. The 
internet has made it more immediate 
for false stuff. I've learned to just 
let it go or communicate where 
you can. Since the beginning of my 
career, you can find something with 
anyone. 

PLAYBOY: You're not totally passive. 
You have sued over some particularly 
personal things that have been 
written about you and your family. 
Was it worth it? 

CRUISE: Sometimes, yeah. 

PLAYBOY: Why? 

CRUISE: They know I mean it, that 
if I have to, I will sue. You start with 
a letter saying, "Okay, you know 
it's not true. Apologize." There is a 
point with a lot of things when you 
just go, You know what? I don't 
want to waste my time with this. 

I'm busy. I'd rather spend this time 
with my kids and my wife, at home 
or on our movies, creating a life 
together. If you have kids, it is the 
most important thing to create good 
times. 

PLAYBOY: The night Princess Diana 
died you called CNN to talk about 
how the intrusiveness of the press 
had gotten out of hand. This phone¬ 
hacking scandal on Fleet Street 
has closed one major newspaper 
and reached all the way to Rupert 
Murdoch. Have you ever been 
hacked? 

CRUISE: Maybe. 

PLAYBOY: What do you make of 
this invasion of privacy? 

CRUISE: I put that in a minor pile 
of things I have to handle. But with 
certain ones you have to go, "Okay, 
you crossed a line, and now you 
have the attention of my lawyers." 
[laughs] When it involves your kids, 
with these guys you have to go, 
"Here's the line, and anytime you 
cross it...." But there are lots of 
times when you just have to say, 
"Please don't cross that line. Be 
decent. Let's not do this." 

PLAYBOY: The press makes much of 
your marriage to Katie Holmes. How 
does she respond? 

CRUISE: She is an extraordinary 
person, and if you spent five minutes 
with her, you'd see it. Everything she 
does, she does with this beautiful 
creativity. When she becomes 
interested in something, she doesn't 
talk about it, she does it. One week 
I said to her, "You've been up in the 
middle of the night. Is everything 
okay?" She smiled and then threw 
this thing on my desk and said, "I 
wrote this script." She wanted to try 
it, and she did. She wanted to try 
designing clothes, and now her line 
is wonderful and, to me, an example 
of how she just creates beautiful 
things in her life. She has a voice and 


warmth as an artist, as a mother. 
She's funny and charming, and when 
she walks into the room, I just feel 
better. I'm a romantic. I like doing 
things like creating romantic dinners, 
and she enjoys that. I don't know 
what to say—I'm just happy, and I 
have been since the moment I met 
her. What we have is very special. 
PLAYBOY: You just starred in and 
produced One Shot, based on Lee 
Child's best selling novel about the 
brutish ex-MP turned drifter Jack 
Reacher. When you signed to star, 
there was an outcry from loyal 
readers who said, "Wait, Reacher's 
six-foot-five, 250." No offense, but 

you are not- 

CRUISE: No. [laughs] 

PLAYBOY: When you starred in 
Interview With the Vampire, Anne 
Rice was publicly critical until she 
saw the movie and changed her 
mind. What would you say to 
readers who might be thinking, Well, 
here goes Hollywood screwing with 
my favorite book series? 

CRUISE: I learned from the Anne 
Rice scenario. I should have called 
and sat down with her first, like I did 
for Born on the Fourth of July. I sat 
with Ron Kovic and said, "I've been 
offered this. How do you feel about 
it?" It was really a job interview. I 
wouldn't have done One Shot if Lee 
Child had said no, but Lee was the 
one who convinced me to do it. And 
he created such a great character. 
PLAYBOY: Reacher is an oversize 
badass. What do you bring to the 
table that compensates for the fact 
that this guy towers over everybody, 
is the roughest guy in the room and 
kicks ass constantly? 

CRUISE: Well, I bring all of that but 
the height, [laughs] It's a visual thing. 
There are some ass beatings in this. 
They'll see that it delivers what I love 
about the Reacher series: the visceral 
action, those ass beatings and the 
humor of Lee Child's novels. And the 
women are fantastic. 


PLAYBOY: You've been on top 
longer than most actors, and you're 
still pushing at an age many actors 
start slowing down. How much of 
your good fortune do you attribute 
to your faith? 

CRUISE: I have respect for what 
other people believe. What I believe 
in my own life is that it's a search for 
how I can do things better, whether 
it's being a better man or a better 
father or finding ways for myself to 
improve. Individuals have to decide 
what is true and real for them. I'm 
fortunate in the life I have. I just 
played the rock-and-roll guy, and my 
appreciation and understanding of 
what they do grew. I've gotten to 
travel to different places all over the 
world, to see the commonality of the 
human experience. It's something 
I look for. Whether it's in Canada, 
France, India or Russia, even though 
people have different color skin 
and they believe in different things, 
there is a commonality of the human 
experience that is very real for me. 

I try to look to the future and look 
at life in a way that, no matter how 
tough something can be, I don't 
go in blindly but step back and try 
to understand it. To me, that's the 
search. It applies to racing cars and 
to playing different characters. There 
has to be a level of understanding. 

I hope that answers your question. 
That's what I want, and the search 
never ends. You always have a 
choice. You can let something 
overwhelm you, or you can take 
one step at a time and figure it out. 
Because life is problems. We've all 
got problems. We like problems, do 
you know what I mean? [laughs] 

And getting to that place where 
you ask how you can solve these 
problems to better handle life and 
survive, that is the place I want to be 
in my life. 

H 
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ALTHOUGH SHE HAS A LIKING FOR MEN WHO HAVE A SENSE OF 
CHIVALRY, ABRI CASTELVI SAYS, "YOU'LL NEVER KNOW IF THE GUY 
IS A GENTLEMAN UNTIL YOU GOT WITH HIM IN BED." BETWEEN THIS 
EXCLAMATION AND HER SAYING, "I WANT THIS SHOOT TO MAKE 
ME EVERY GUY'S FANTASY," YOU ALREADY KNOW THAT YOU'RE IN 
FOR A TREAT IN THESE UPCOMING PAGES. WE WERE, ON THE OTHER 
HAND STUNNED AND FLOORED, GRINNING CLUELESS AS WE WERE 
TAKEN ABACK BY ABBI'S UNEXPECTED WIT. 


A part from her lavish curves and eyes that speak volumes, Abbi 
Castelvi's wisecracks make her in every sense the lady you 
would please and keep up a conversation for, Headstrong and 
domineering women have always been a recurring theme for 
our Asian Beauty, and Abbi does not stray far from this mold. 
Perhaps her magnetic self-assurance stems from learning the 
ropes of independence at an early age. This model and brand ambassador takes 
pride in finishing a degree in Hospitality and Restaurant Management all by 
herself, at times denying herself some of the excesses of youth. Reasonably, she 
has pent up all the longing to explore the years she has lost, Abbi adds zest and 
vitality to her routine by incorporating in her schedule a few hours of weekly 
pole dancing classes, boxing, Muay Thar and bikram yoga. Her regular dose of 
fun comes from the perks as a model and parties for promotions. Despite the 
fact that her enjoyment now is we 11-deserved, Abbi has set her eyes on a goal, 
"I'm still enjoying myself as a freelance model although I finished HRM," she 
says, JJ I still want to see myself as being successful in this field but maybe next 
year I will continue to pursue a career abroad, that is in line with my degree." 
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Always up for a challenge, 
the proactive seductress 
shed out all notions of 
being ordinary. Abbi 
confesses that although she 
can carry a conversation 
pretty well, she had 
misgivings about her looks. 
With genuine modesty, 
she says, "I still think of 
myself as an ordinary girl 
with ordinary features." 

She recounts her first ever 
major pictorial shoot. "At 
first I was really nervous 
sobra talaga nanginginig 
ako, and at that time it 
was really raining hard so 
sobrang lamig din halos 
hindi ako makagalaw ." She 
says she later on warmed 
up to the cameras when 
the PLAYBOY team cheered 
her on. Sure as sexy starts 
in the mind, she had instant 
remedy for the cold. "I just 
had to put in my mind that I 
am sexy, and I am also able 
to do what other PLAYBOY 
models can." And sexy she 
has undoubtedly delivered. 

When asked why Abbi 
was so determined to show 
her untapped sensual side, 
she says, "I wanted to take 
this opportunity to stand 
out, leave a mark as a real 
Asian Beauty by coming out 
as the woman I have kept 
inside. I want this moment 
to be memorable for me 
and for the readers." 

Abbi Castelvi indeed gets 
undone as she leaves trails 
of soaked allure in your 
imagination. Polish up on 
communication skills as you 
meet Abbi in one of our 
events. That should keep 
her attention and get your 
other burning questions 
answered. 
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HOLLYWOOD’S FAVORITE BAD BOY 
DOESN’T BACK DOWN. THE LATEST AND TOUGHEST 
EXPORT FROM WALES TAKES ON SPIDER-MAN, SPECIAL 
EFFECTS, HARRY POTTER, THE PAPARAZZI, MARGARET 
THATCHER, IPADS, DEBBIE HARRY, RAQUEL WELCH AND 

POLITICS—AND 
COMES OUT ON TOP 
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RHYS IFANS 



jOu were probably very sympathetic when Rhys Ifans 
assumed the tragic role of Dr. Curt Connors and The Lizard 
in The Amazing Spiderman. He had a collected quality that 
swiveled between the warmth of a father and the haunting 
and brooding dilemma of a crippled scientist who only 
wants to give the world a worthy contribution. He becomes 
the likeable villain, thanks to Rhys' darkly emotional and 
im|Jgfsioned portrayal that attempted to align itself with the comic book. 

If you have been trying to put a finger on which film the dapper baddie has 
been in, that is because he was the scruffy and quirky Spike—roommate 
of Hugh Grant in Notting Hi//( 1999). He was the eccentric dad Xenophilius 
Lovegood to an even more eccentric Luna in Harry Potter and the Deathly 



Hollows Part 1. If you still get that feeling of uncanny familiarity that is 
because he used to be the lead vocalist of the Welsh band Super Furry 
Animals. That's him on the Oasis music video of "Importance of Being Idle" 
in 2005, the rock promotional cameo for Catatonia's "Mulder and Scully" 
and Tom Jones and Stereophonics's "Mama Told Me Not to Come". More 
than being cast as a bigger man, he stands out as the Welsh actor who 
wears film and music accolades with modest panache. 

Rhys Ifans' success and movie star perspective gets unraveled as he talks to 
PLAYBOY'S Stephen Rebello about the common denominator on his choice 
of women, his humble beginnings from working-class Wales to theater and 
television fame, and his two cents on the Spiderman reboot. 

(By: Raphael Soriano) 
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Q1 

You play the Lizard in The -Amazing 
Spider-Man, but if it were up to you, what kind 
of supervillain would best suit your personality? 
IFANS: I would be Luddite-Man. I am not 
gadgety at all. It's not that I'm appalled by 
technology, but I've taken my time acquiring any 
of it. I just learned to drive last year. I've had 
an iPhone for only maybe two years, and I just 
recently acquired an iPad. As Luddite-Man, my 
superpowers lie in delaying the adoption of new 
technology. 

02 

You once admitted you'd never read 
a single Harry Potter book, yet you were in Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part I. Would you 
admit the same of the Spider-Man comics? 

IFANS: No, but what I like about my character, 
Curt Connors, is that he isn't a purely evil, 
megalomaniacal villain. He's a broken, troubled 
man who starts off wanting to do good, a 
geneticist who wants to save the world. He's 
also a man who has lost an arm, wants it back 
and wants to help others who are limbless. He 
loses his way and becomes greedy by stopping at 
nothing to regain his arm. In that pursuit, I become 
a large, scaly, strong, sexy creature. 

03 

Even good actors can be overshadowed 
by special effects, CGI and motion-capture 
technology. How do you avoid that fate? 

IFANS: What can be done now with motion 
capture is fucking incredible, right down to facial 
movements and tics, so there are a lot of effects and 
CGI for my character. While many superhero movies 
are kind of operatic in their performances, this one 
is very human and surprisingly intimate and small. 
Somehow, the 3-D makes it even more effective by 
putting those understandable human characters 
into this big, fantastic world. 

04 

We've been saturated with superheroes 
in movies and have already had a trilogy of Tobey 
Maguire Spider-Man flicks. How does The Amazing 
Spider-Man stand out? 

IFANS: Whereas Superman is a godlike guy from 
another planet and Batman is this mysterious, 
unknowable billionaire, everyone in Spider-Man is 
human and flawed. Peter Parker is an awkward, 
bullied high school kid going through the changes 
of puberty. There's a universal and appealing aspect 
to that story. 

Q5 

You're a long way from your hometown 
in Wales. Were you an awkward kid? 

IFANS: No, any teenager in a small town in Wales is 
going to get into a modicum of trouble. As a youth, 
there were drugs and drinking; it's a prerequisite. I 
was a regular, badly behaved teenager—chastised 
and punished but always supported, unlike most 
kids. I was also very political, as were my parents 
and younger brother. It was a fiery, embattled time 
in Wales in the mid-1980s. We were suffering 
under the Thatcher government, and she was 


decimating the mining industry and the unions. 
She turned a generation selfish and greedy. As a 
young man who spoke Welsh, a language that 
wasn't even spoken on television then, you could 
not help but be politicized. 

Q6 

As a Welshman, which of your 
countrymen meant more to you, Tom Jones or 
Dylan Thomas? 

IFANS: Hearing Tom Jones sing shakes me to the 
bones, but Dylan Thomas was more present in my 
upbringing. Growing up, I was entrenched in his 
relationship with language. Before I performed 
Under Milk Wood at the National Theatre in 1995, 
I went back to Wales, to this small village where 
Dylan wrote the vast majority of his work, and to 
Browns Hotel, where he drank the vast majority of 
his drink. I finished my jug and got the idea to spend 
the night on his grave, a very Thomas-esque thing 
to do. I was hoping for some osmosis, and it kind 
of worked. 


AS A PREPUBESCENT 
I WATCHED A LOT 
OF TARZAN MOVIES, 
AND THEN SUDDENLY 
ALONG CAME THIS 
JANE IN THE FORM OF 
RAQUEL WELCH IN ONE 
MILLION YEARS B.C., 
WITH THOSE BEAUTIFUL 
TITS AND THAT 
VOLUPTUOUSNESS. 
MY GOD, YOU DON’T 
GET BODIES LIKE THAT 
ANYMORE. SHE WAS A 
REAL WOMAN. 


07 

The tabloids widely reported your 
former relationship with actress Sienna Miller and 
your friendship with model Kate Moss, and you're 
currently in a relationship with Anna Friel. Have you 
always been surrounded by beautiful women? 
IFANS: Well, it's never been housewives for me. I 
like strong, independent women—as any strong, 
independent man shoUldi As a prepubescent I 
watched a lot of Tarzan movies, and then suddenly 
along came this Jane injfne form of Raquel Welch in 
One Million Years B.C., with those beautiful tits and 
that voluptuousness. My God, you don't get bodies 
like that anymore. She was ajeal woman. 
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QS 

Did Raquel Welch's status as an erotic 
fantasy figure last into your puberty? 

IFANS: Yes, but my first masturbatory icon was 
Debbie Harry from Blondie. I was besotted. I can't 
remember which video it was in, but she had on 
this asymmetric dress and had bleached hair in 
front. What really turned me on was this black bit 
she had in her hair. Oh man. 

09 

Did you ever write Raquel Welch, 
Debbie Harry or anyone else a fan letter? 

IFANS: When I was 18 or 191 wrote letters to Howard 
Marks when he was in prison. It was just astounding 
to me that this guy, who was also a Welshman, 
had traveled the world and at any given time was 
possibly responsible for the trafficking of one third 
of the world's marijuana. So what's a young, pot¬ 
smoking punk-rocker kid from north Wales going 
to do? You write to him and say, "Don't worry. 
There's somebody thinking about you. And by the 
way, thank you for all the pot." We met up when he 
came out of prison and became great friends, and 
of course I played him in the 2010 movie Mr. Nice. 
That's the best bit of networking I've ever done. 

Oio 

How do you recall your first real-world 
sexual experience? 

IFANS: It happened in Wales, and as far as I can 
remember, I didn't do too badly. Before that I had 
pretty much seen naked women only in magazines 
an older boy brought to camp from his dad's 
garage. The magazines were full of women with 
vaginas with big Fidel Castro beards, which was 
kind of overwhelming. 

on 

You mentioned Raquel Welch's breasts 
and Debbie Harry's streak of black hair. Did you 
find you were a breast man or a leg man, or do you 
have some other particular turn-on? 

IFANS: I learned early that I'm not a tit man or 
a butt man. I don't view women in that way. If 
I'm anything, I'm a smile man, but I like the whole 
package in all its cacophony. 

012 

What do you think are the best qualities 
you have to offer a woman? 

IFANS: Beyond my three penises, a sense of humor 
goes a long way. I'm also kind of unaware of myself. 

I don't find beauty intimidating. I never run away 
from a sunset. 

013 

When you decided to pursue acting 
professionally, how motivated were you by the 
chance to be around the incredible-looking women 
who tend to be attracted to the business? 

IFANS: I was 16 whenl went to Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama in London, liremember walking 
into the school and beirig presented with reams of 
women who had these fucking hug^Tove bites on 
their necks. Either mentally or physically, I actually 
rubbed my hands together like a slojj&mg wolf, 
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thinking, This is gonna be tremendous. I realized 
after a couple of days that these women weren't 
actually rampant in their sexual acting out but 
were violinists who would play and practice so 
hard on a daily basis that the fiddle would leave 
a love bite. Once I figured that out, I got off on 
a sexual-romantic thing that their instruments 
actually gnawed them every day. At the time, it 
was a huge letdown. 

Q14 

Even though you did stage and TV work 
in Great Britain, many of us saw you first as the 
hilariously primal, slovenly flatmate of Hugh Grant 
in Notting Hill. How did the posh Grant and Julia 
Roberts take to your decision to omit showering, 
brushing your teeth and other hygienic niceties 
during filming? 

IFANS: They were both very gracious, but Julia never 
saw me as I normally look so she probably thought I 
was some guy they found in the street. It wasn't so 
much a Method acting approach I was taking; it was 
quite simply that we were filming at -Shepperton, 
a studio that can take several nightmarish hours to 
get to and from. I thought, How am I going to get 
around this torturous journey? So I got a tent and 
a sleeping bag and camped near the studio, which 
sort of helped with the whole unkemptness of the 
character. Due to insurance and liability issues, a 
limo still had to show up to drive me to the studio. 
So every day this guy who owned the campsite 
would watch me walk across the field, get into a 
limo and be driven away. 

Q15 

In the early 1990s you were involved 
with the Welsh psychedelic-electronic rock group 
Super Furry Animals and more recently have been 
part of the group the Peth. Do you feel a tug-of- 
war between acting and music? 

IFANS: I was in an embryonic version of Super Furry 
Animals. It was seductive, and I felt comfortable 
in a rock-and-roll band, as any young man would. 
My guitar playing is punk rock and atrocious, but 
then, for me as a lead singer, it was easy. That was 
early in my acting career, and I was presented with 
the prospect of spending a large part of my life 
either making music, singing and recording with 
good friends or navigating this vast unknown, 
overpopulated ocean that is the film industry. It 
took me a while to decide until I did a 1997 movie 
set in South Wales with my brother Uyr called Twin 
Town. There weren't a lot of cool movies around, 
but that one was. 

Q16 

Coming from a tough, working-class 
area of Wales, did you get grief from your friends 
for becoming an actor rather than a full-time 
rocker? 

IFANS: It wasn'tseen asgirlie by anystretch because 
of the tradition of Welsh actors who've made it, like 
Richard Burton and Anthony Hopkins—working- 
class boys who made a great decision in leaving an 
impoverished industrial community. So my mates 
and everyone wished me well even if the attitude 
toward myVareer was somewhere between shock 
and pride. % 



Q17 

How did your parents react when you 
decided to pursue acting? 

IFANS: Words, drama, poetry—especially 
Welsh poetry—were very much prevalent in our 
household. There was always this respect for 
language. My mother was a nursery-school teacher 
and my father taught young kids in primary school. 
Wonderful, wonderful people, and they were 
always loving and supportive. 

Q18 

Last July you were arrested and cited 
for misdemeanor battery for reportedly shoving a 
female security officer at the Comic-Con panel for 
The Amazing Spider-Man. This past February in 
London, a man at a party in a hotel suite accused 
you of slapping and verbally abusing him. Are the 
tabloids dogging you, or are you misbehaving? 
IFANS: In most situations you can defend yourself. 
This is one of those situations where to say 
anything just feeds the beast. It's horrible, but 
I've made my peace with it. There's nothing I can 
do about it. What makes me emotional is when I 
see my parents affected. They're just wonderful, 
wonderful people, and they're not young anymore. 
Being doorstepped by the press and photographers 
is awful and upsetting to me. They didn't ask for 
any of this. 

Q19 

Since the press had a field day when 
you and Sienna Miller were romantically involved, 
why has there been less to-do over you and Anna 
Friel? 

IFANS: We stay in a lot. I don't have a place in the 
U.S., but my girlfriend has a house in Los Angeles. 
We like the same things. We laugh a lot. We love 
music. We don't need to go out to have a good 
time. We really enjoy each other. 

Q20 

Considering your reputation, do 
people expect you to be a wild man on the set? 
IFANS: If so, they're disappointed. When you 
go to your workplace, you are not late; you are 
prepared, thankful and gracious to the people in 
every department, who are also working at the top 
of their game. What younger actors sometimes 
don't realize is that when a car picks you up in 
the morning, it doesn't mean you're royalty. It 
means they want to get you to work without a 
hitch, on time. You're a factory-floor worker, a 
deckhand, and we're all sailing in the same ship 
to the same fucking place, so start pulling some 
ropes. I've experienced bad behavior only a few 
times. I think it's appalling, and I've made that 
very clear—sometimes kindly, sometimes not so 
kindly. 

O 
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HOLLAND’S PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR 2011. THIS 20-YEAR OLD’S ENTICING 
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V FICTION 



TO SURVIVE IN THE WORLD 
IS THE MOST MYSTERIOUS TOTALITARIAN STATE. 

A MAN MUST FIND COMFORT IN DOING WHAT 

HE IS TOLD 

Jun Do's mother was a singer. That was all Jun Do's weeks of rain. Terraces collapsed, earth dams then the train service. One day the fishing fleet 

father, the Orphan Master, would say about her. gave, villages cascaded into one another; yet the went out and didn't come back. With winter came 

The Orphan Master kept a photograph of a woman loudspeakers said nothing. The army was busy black finger, and the old people went to sleep, 

in his small room at Long Tomorrows. She was quite trying to save the Sungli 58 factory from the rising These were the first months. The loudspeakers 

lovely—eyes large and sideways looking, lips pursed water, so the Long Tomorrows boys were given called the famine an Arduous March, but the 

with an unspoken word. Since all beautiful women ropes and gaff poles to try to snare people from the voice was piped in from Pyongyang. What was 

in the provinces get shipped to Pyongyang, that's Chongjin River before they were washed into the happening to them didn't need a name—it was 

almost certainly what had happened to his mother. harbor. The water was a roil of timber, petroleum every fingernail you chewed and swallowed, every 

At night, the Orphan Master would drink, and from tanks and latrine barrels. A tractor tire turned in lift of an eyelid, every trip to the latrine, where you 

the barracks, the orphans would hear him weeping the water alongside a Soviet refrigerator. A young tried to shit out wads of balled sawdust. When the 

and lamenting, striking half-heard bargains with the woman rose from the water, and the orphan Orphan Master burned the bunks, the boys slept 

photograph. called Bo Song gaffed her arm—right away he was around a potbellied stove and knew it was their 

As the oldest boy at Long Tomorrows, Jun Do had jerked into the current. Bo Song had come to the last night. In the morning, he flagged a military 

responsibilities—apportioning the food, assigning orphanage a frail boy, and when they discovered truck and piled them in. There were only a dozen 

bunks, renaming the new boys from the list of the he had no hearing, Jun Do gave him the name Un boys left. All orphans are eventually destined for 

114 Grand Martyrs of the Revolution. Even so, the Bo Song, after the 37th Martyr of the Revolution, the army, and this was how Jun Do, at 14, became 

Orphan Master took care to show no favoritism to who'd famously put mud in his ears so he couldn't a tunnel soldier, trained in the art of zero-light 

his son. When the rabbit warren was dirty, it was Jun hear the bullets as he charged the Japanese. combat. 

Do who spent the night locked in it. When boys wet Still, the boys shouted "Bo Song, Bo Song!" as 

their bunks, it was Jun Do who chipped the frozen they ran the riverbanks, tracing the patch of river • 

piss off the rungs. where Bo Song should have been. They ran past A tunnel was where Officer So found him, eight 

Occasionally, a factory would adopt a group of the outfall pipes of the Reunification Steelworks years later. The old man actually came underground 

kids, and in the spring, men with Chinese accents and along the muddy berms of the Ryongsong's to get a look at Jun Do, who'd spent the night in 

would come through to make their selections. leach ponds. The boys stopped at the harbor, its an underpass that went 10 kilometers beneath the 

Otherwise, anyone who could feed the boys and dark waters ropy with corpses, thousands of them DMZ, almost to the suburbs of Seoul. When exiting 

provide a bottle for the Orphan Master could have in the throes of the waves. a tunnel, they would walk out backward to let their 

them for the day. Though they didn't know it, this was the eyes adjust, and Jun Do almost bumped into the 

In the year Juche 85, the floods came. Three beginning of the famine—first went the power, officer, an older man whose big rib cage showed he 




had come of age before the Chollima campaigns, in 
the good times. 

"Are you Pak Jun Do?" 

When Jun Do turned, a circle of light glowed 
behind the man's close-cropped white hair. The skin 
on his face was darker than that on his scalp or jaw, 
making it look like he had just shaved off a beard. 
"That's me," Jun Do said. 

"That's a Martyr's name," Officer So said. "Is this 
an orphan detail?" 

Jun Do nodded. "It is," he said. "But I'm not 
one." 

Officer So tossed him a sack. In it were blue 
jeans, a yellow shirt with a polo pony and 
shoes called Nikes that Jun Do recognized from 
long ago, when the boys of Long Tomorrows 
were used to welcome ferryloads of Japanese 
Koreans who had been lured back from Japan 
with promises of Party jobs and apartments 
in Pyongyang. The orphans waved welcome 
banners and sang Party songs so that the perfect 
boys with their new sneakers would descend the 
gangway, despite the horrible state of Chongjin 
and the transport trucks that were waiting to 
take them all to the camps. 

Jun Do held up the yellow shirt. "What am I 
supposed to do with this?" he asked. 

"It's your new uniform," Officer So said. "You 
don't get seasick, do you?" 

• 

They took a train to the eastern port of Kinjye, 
where they commandeered a fishing boat, the 
crew so frightened they wore their Kim II Sung 
pins all the way across the sea to the coast of 
Japan. Officer So had also recruited a man named 
Gil, a sour, starch-faced translator just older 
than Jun Do who had previously worked in the 
minefields. They were going to get someone and 


bring him back. 

"So what's this job that's worse than disarming 
land mines?" Jun Do said. The white foam of the 
breakers was sweeping into the boat. 

"Mapping them," Gil said. 

"What, with a sweeper?" 

"Metal detectors don't work," Gil said. "The 
Americans use plastic mines now. We made maps of 
where they probably were. When a tree root forces 
your step, that's where we assume a mine and mark 
it down. After a while, it gets pretty easy to figure 
out a popping gallery."^ 

Jun Do knew who got the worst jobs—tunnel 
recon, submarines, mines, biochem. "So you're an 
orphan," he said. 

Gil looked shocked. "Not at all. Are you?" 

"No," Jun Do said. "Not me." 

They could see the lights of a town, but the 
captain would go no farther. "This is Japan," he 
said. "I don't have charts for these waters." 

"I'll tell,you how close we get," Officer So said to 
the captain. 

There was a little skiff attached to the side of the 
boat, and when they were nearer the shore, Officer 
So directed the fishermen to lower it. To the west, 
the sun was setting over North Korea, and it was 
cooling down now, the wind shifting directions. It 
was Jun Do's first time on the water, and he had 
liked the two-day voyage across, the motion of the 
ship and that it had no loudspeaker. But the skiff 
was tiny, Jun Do thought, barely big enough for 
one person, let alone three and a struggling kidnap 
victim. 

Gil kept trying to get Jun Do to repeat phrases 
in Japanese. Good evening—Konbanwa. Excuse 
me, I am lost— Chotto sumimasen, michi ni 
mayoimashita. I have lost my cat— Watashi no neko 
ga maigo ni narimashita. 


Officer So pointed the nose toward shore, 
pushing the outboard motor, a tired Soviet Vpresna, 
way too hard. The boat would lean shoreward 
when lifted by a swell, then rock back toward the 
open water as the wave set it down again. 

Gil took the binoculars, but instead of training 
them on the beach, he studied the tall buildings of 
the city's neon downtown. 

"I tell you," Gil said. "There was no Arduous 
March in this place." 

Officer So said to Gil, "Tell him what 'How are 
you?' is again." 

" Ogenki desuka?" Gil said. 

"Ogenki desuka?" Jun Do repeated. "Ogenki 
desuka?" 

"Say it like 'How are you, my fellow citizen?' 
Ogenki desuka?" Officer So said. "Not like 'How 
are you? I'm going to pluck you off this fucking 
beach.'" 

• 

Gil fixed on something. He wiped the lenses of 
the binoculars, but really it was too dark to see 
anything. He handed them to Jun Do. "What do 
you make out?" he asked. 

A lighter blur against a darker blur: a male figure 
moving along the beach, near the water. 

Back in Panmunjom, Jun Do's squad swept every 
tunnel under the DMZ once a month. They worked 
without lights, jogging for kilometers in complete 
dark, using their red lights only when they reached 
a tunnel's end and needed to inspect its seals and 
trip wires. They worked as if they might encounter 
the South Koreans at any point and trained daily in 
zero-light hand-to-hand. It was said that the ROK 
soldiers had infrared and American night-vision 
goggles. 

Something fluttered at the edge of the lens: an 
animal racing down the beach toward the man, a 
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big dog the size of a wolf. The man did something 
and the dog ran away. 

Jun Do turned to Officer So. "There's a man. He's 
got a dog with him." 

Officer So sat up; he put a hand on the outboard 
engine. "Is he alone?" 

Jun Do nodded. 

"Is the dog an Akita?" 

Jun Do didn't know his breeds. Once a week, 
the orphans cleaned out a local dog farm. Dogs 
were filthy animals that would lunge for you at any 
opportunity—you could see where they'd attacked 
the posts of their pens, chewing through the wood 
with their fangs. That was all Jun Do needed to 
know about dogs. 

Gil said, "The Japanese train their dogs for little 
talents. Say to the dog, 'Nice doggie, sit.' Yoshi 
Yoshi. Osuwari. Kawaii desu ne." 

"Enough," Officer So said. "It's time to get that 
language school a new Japanese teacher." 

They were close enough now to see the man 
watching them from the shore. When Jun Do felt 
the boat start to go over, he leapt out to steady it, 
and though it was only waist deep, he went down 
hard in the waves. The tide rolled him along the 
sandy bottom before he came up coughing. 

The man oh the beach didn't say anything. It was 
night now, with just enough glow to the 
sky that a dog could still locate a yellow 
ball. 

Jun Do took a deep breath, then 
wiped the water from his hair. 

" Konbanwa," he said to the 
st ra n g e r. " Odenki kesuda ?" 

" Ogenkl desuka," Gil said. 

" Desuka," Jun Do repeated. 

The dog came running back with its 
ball. 

For a moment, the man didn't move. 

Then he took a step backward. 

"Get him," Officer So shouted. 

The man bolted, and Jun Do gave 
chase in wet jeans, his shoes caked 
with sand. The dog was big and white, 
bounding with excitement. The Japanese 
man ran straight down the beach, nearly 
invisible but for the dog moving from 
one side of him to the other. Jun Do ran for all he 
was worth. In the tunnels, he had developed a sense 
of people he couldn't see. He focused only on the 
heartbeat-like thumps of feet padding ahead in the 
sand. 

From ahead came the body thud of someone 
falling in the dark, a familiar sound. Jun Do came to 
a rest where the man was righting himself. His face 
was ghostly with a dusting of sand. Their joined 
breath was white in the dark. 

The truth was that Jun Do had never done 
very well in tournaments. In the dark, maximum 
extension was what mattered—haymaker 
punches and great, whirling roundhouse kicks. In 
a tournament, though, judokas could see moves 
like that coming from a mile away. But a man on 
a beach at night, standing on the balls of his feet? 
Jun Do executed a spinning back-kick to the head, 
and the stranger went down. 

The dog was filled with energy, pawing at the 
sand near the unconscious man. Jun Do wanted to 
throw the ball, but he didn't dare get near its teeth. 
Near the ball he saw a glint in the dark sand—the 
man's glasses, it turned out. He put them on, and 
the fuzzy glow above the dunes turned into crisp 
points of light in people's windows. Instead of 
huge housing blocks, the Japanese lived in smaller, 
individual-size barracks. 

Jun Do pocketed the glasses, took up the man's 
ankles and began pulling him like a sled. When Jun 


Do looked over his shoulder, the dog was growling 
in the man's face and using its paws to scratch his 
cheeks and forehead. Jun Do lowered his head and 
pulled. 

When finally he found the boat in the dark, he 
let the deadweight fall into its aluminum cross 
members. The man opened his eyes once and rolled 
them around. 

"What the hell did you do to his face?" Gil 
asked. 

"Where were you?" Jun Do asked. "That guy 
was heavy." 

"I'm just the translator," Gil said. 

Gil and Jun Do spun the boat to face the waves. 
They got battered while Officer So pull-started the 
motor. Over the outboard, they could hear the dog 
barking on the beach. 

• 

They stayed at a Songun base, not far from the port 
of Kinjye. It was surrounded by the earthen bunkers 
of surface-air missiles, and when the sun set, they 
could see the white rails of launchers glowing in the 
moonlight. They'd locked the Japanese man in one 
of the hot boxes in the drill yard, and Gil was out 
there, practicing his Japanese through the slop hole 
in the door. Officer So shook his head, like now 
he'd seen it all. 


Because they'd been to Japan, they had to bunk 
apart from the regular KPA soldiers, in the infirmary. 
It was a small room with six cots, a lone cabinet 
filled with blood-taking instruments and an old 
Chinese refrigerator with a red cross on its door. 
There was one patient, a small soldier of about 16, 
bones knit from the famine. He lay on a cot, teeth 
chattering. Their cigarette smoke was giving him 
coughing fits. They moved his cot as far away as 
possible in the small room, but still he wouldn't 
shut up. 

There was no doctor. The infirmary was just a 
place where sick soldiers were housed until it was 
clear they wouldn't recover. If the young soldier 
hadn't improved by morning, the MPs would hook 
up a blood line and drain four units from him. Jun 
Do had seen it before, and as far as he could tell, 
it was the best way to go. It took only a couple 
minutes—first they got sleepy, then a little dreamy 
looking, and if there was a last little panic at the end, 
it didn't matter because they couldn't talk anymore, 
and finally, before lights out, they looked pleasantly 
confused, like a cricket with its antenna pulled off. 

The camp generator shut down—slowly the 
lights dimmed, the fridge went quiet. Officer So 
and Jun Do took to their cots. 

Late in the night, Gil stumbled in. He opened the 
fridge, which was forbidden, and placed something 
inside. Then he flopped onto his cot. Gil slept with 
his arms and legs sprawled off the edges, and Jun 


Do could tell that as a child, Gil must've had a bed 
of his own. 

Jun Do and Officer So stood in the dark and went 
to the fridge. When Officer So pulled its handle, 
it exhaled a faint, cool breath. In the back, behind 
stacks of square blood bags, Officer So fished out a 
half-full bottle of soju. They closed the door quickly 
because the blood was bound for Pyongyang, and 
if it spoiled, there'd be hell to pay. 

They took the bottle to the window. Far in the 
distance, dogs were barking in their warrens. 

Behind them, Gil began gassing in his sleep. 

Officer So laughed. "I don't think old Gil's used 
to a diet of millet and pumpkin-rind soup." 

"Who is he?" Jun Do asked. 

"The spoiled kid of some minister. Or so they tell 
me. Sent him here to toughen him up. You know— 
the hero's son's always the meekest." Officer So 
drank. "But forget about him. One mission, and 
we'll never see him again." 

Jun Do drank, his stomach clutching at the fruit, 
the alcohol. 

"What's the mission?" he asked. 

"First, another practice run," Officer So said. 
"Then we're going after a special someone. The 
Tokyo Opera spends its summers in Niigata. There's 
a soprano. Her name is Rumina." 

The next drink of soju went down 
smooth. "Opera?" Jun Do asked. 

Officer So shrugged. "Some big shot in 
Pyongyang probably heard a bootleg and 
had to have 

"Gil said he survived a land-mine tour," 
Jun Do said. "For that, they sent him to 
language school. Is it true—does it work 
like that? Do you get rewarded?" 

"Why, you got your heart set on 
something?" Officer So asked. "You even 
know what you'd want?" Jun Do shook his 
head. "Then don't worry about it." 

Officer So walked to the corner and 
leaned over the latrine bucket. He braced 
himself against the wall and strained for a 
long time. Nothing happened. 

"I pulled off a miracle or two in my day," 
he said. "I got rewarded." 

He came back and drank the rest of the 
bottle, saving only a swish in the bottom. This he 
poured, a dribble at a time, over the dying soldier's 
lips. Officer So clapped him good-bye on the chest, 
then he stuffed the empty bottle in the crook of the 
boy's sweat-soaked arm. 

• 

They commandeered a new fishing boat, made 
another crossing. Over the Tsushima Basin, they 
could hear the powerful clicks, like punches to the 
chest, of sperm whales hunting below, and nearing 
the island of Dogo, granite spires rose sudden from 
the sea, white up top from bird guano and orange 
below from great gatherings of starfish. 

There was a famous resort on this island, and 
Officer So thought they could catch a tourist alone 
on the beach. But when they reached the lee of 
the island, there was an empty boat on the water, 
a black Avon inflatable, six-man, with a 50-horse 
Honda outboard. They took the skiff over to 
investigate. The Avon was abandoned, not a soul 
upon the waters. They climbed aboard, and Officer 
So started the Honda engine. He shut it down. He 
pulled the gas can out of the skiff, and together < 
they rolled it in the water—it filled quickly, going 
down ass-first with the weight of the Vpresna. 

"Now we're a proper team," Officer So said as 
they admired the modern boat. 

A diver surfaced. 

Lifting his mask, he showed a look of uncertain 
wonder to discover three men in his boat. But he 


“THREE WEEKS OF RAIN. 
TERRACES COLLAPSED, 
EARTH DAMS GAVE, VILLAGES 
CASCADED INTO ONE ANOTHER, 
YET LOUDSPEAKERS SAID 
NOTHING.” 
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handed up a sack of abalone and took Gil's hand to 
help himself aboard. The diver was larger than any of 
them, and fit. 

Officer So spoke to Gil, "Tell him our boat was 
damaged, that it sank." 

Gil spoke to the diver, who gestured wildly and 
laughed. 

"I know your boat sank," Gil translated. "It 
almost landed on my head." 

Then the diver noticed the fishing vessel in the 
distance. He cocked his head at it. 

Gil clapped the diver on the back and said 
something to him. The diver stared hard at Gil's 
eyes and then panicked. Abalone divers, it turned 
out, carried a special kind of knife on their ankles, 
and Jun Do was a long time in subduing him. 

Finally, Jun Do took the diver's back and began to 
squeeze, the water wringing from his wet suit as 
the scissors choke sunk in. 

Officer So had caught a pretty good gash in the 
forearm. He closed his eyes at the pain of it. "More 
practice," is all he could say. 

• 

They put the diver in the hold and continued to 
the mainland. That night, offshore from the town 
of Fukura, they put the Avon in the water. Next 
to Fukura's long fishing pier there was a summer 
amusement park, with strung lanterns and old 
people singing karaoke on a public stage. Here Jun 
Do and Gil and Officer So hovered beyond the beach 
break, waiting for the monkeyish organ music of the 
midway to stop, for the neon piping on the roller 
coaster to go dark. A solitary figure stood at the end 
of the pier. When they saw the red of a cigarette, 
they knew it was a man. Officer So started the 
engine. 

They motored in on idle, the pier towering 
as they came astern of it. "Use your Japanese," 
Officer So told Gil. "Tell him you lost your puppy 
or something. Get close. Then—over the rail. It's a 
long fall, and the water's cold. When he comes up, 
he'll be fighting to get in the boat." 

Gil stepped out when they reached the beach. "I've 
got it," he said. "This one's mine." 

"Oh, no," Officer So said. "You both go." He 
turned to Jun Do. "And wear your damn glasses." 

The two of them crossed the tide line and came 
to a small park. Here were benches and a little 
plaza, a shuttered tea stand. There was no statue, 
no way to tell what the square glorified. The trees 
were full with plums, so ripe the skins broke and 
juice ran in their hands. It seemed impossible, a 
thing not to be trusted. A grubby man was sleeping 
on a bench, and they marveled at it, a person 
sleeping any place he wished. 

Gil stared at all the town houses around them. 
They looked traditional, with dark beams and 
ceramic roofs, but you could tell they were brand- 
new. 

"I want to open all these doors," he said. "Sit in 
their chairs, listen to their music." 

Jun Do stared at him. 

"You know," Gil said. "Just to see." 

The tunnels always ended with a ladder leading 
up to a rabbit hole. His men would vie to slip out 
and wander South Korea for a while. They'd come 
back with stories of machines that handed out 
money and people who picked up dog shit and put 
it in bags. Jun Do never went up. He had wanted 
no part of it. 

Jun Do threw away his half-eaten plum. "I've had 
better," he said. 

On the pier, they walked planking stained from 
years of bait fishing. Ahead, at the end, they could 
see a face, lit blue by a mobile phone. 

"Just get him over the rail," Jun Do said. 4 

There were empty bottles on the pier, cigarette 


butts. Jun Do was walking calmly forward, and he 
could feel Gil trying to copy him. From below came 
the throaty bubble of an outboard idling. The figure 
ahead stopped speaking on the phone. 

"Dare da?" a voice called to them. "Dare na 
no?" 

"Don't answer," Jun Do whispered. 

"It's a woman's voice," Gil said. 

"Don't answer," Jun Do said. 

They were upon her. She was small under the 
coat. When she opened her mouth to scream, Jun 
Do saw she had fine metalwork all along her teeth. 
They gripped her arms and muscled her up on the 
rail. 

"Zenzen oyogenain desu," she said, and though 
Jun Do could speak no Japanese, he knew it was a 
raw, imploring confession, like "I'm a virgin." 

They threw her over the rail. She fell away silent, 
not a word or even the snatching of a breath. 

From below came a splash and the gunning of an 
outboard. 

"Where is she?" Jun Do asked. 

Gil was staring into the water. "She went down," 
he said. 

Jun Do turned to Gil. "What did she say?" 

Gil said, "She said, 'I can't swim.'" 

"She can't swim?" Jun Do asked. He imagined 
her down there with her big coat like a sail in the 
current, her body rolling along the sandy floor. "She 
said she couldn't swim and you didn't stop me?" 

Gil said, "Throwing her over, that was the plan." 

• 

That was the end of their practice. It was time to 
get the opera lady. Officer So was to cross the Sea 
of Japan on a fishing vessel while Jun Do and Gil 
took the overnight ferry from Chongjin to Niigata. 
At midnight, with the singer, they would meet 
Officer So on the beach. Simplicity, Officer So said, 
was the key to the plan. 

It was late morning when they entered 
Bandajma Port—the customhouses displaying their 
international flags. With forged documents, in 
polo shirts, jeans and Nikes, they descended the 
gangway into downtown Niigata. It was a Sunday. 

Making their way to the auditorium, Jun Do saw 
a passenger jet crossing the sky, a big plume behind 
it. He gawked, neck craned—amazing. So amazing 
he decided to feign normalcy at everything, like 
the colored lights controlling the traffic or the way 
buses kneeled, oxenlike, to let old people board. 

Of course the parking meters could talk, and the 
doors of businesses opened as they passed. Of 
course there was no water barrel in the bathroom, 
no ladle. 

The matinee was a medley of works the opera 
troupe would stage over the coming season. All the 
singers took turns offering brief arias. Gil seemed 
to know the songs, humming along with them. 
Rumina—small, broad-shouldered, with dark eyes 


under sharp bangs—mounted the stage in a dress 
the color of graphite. 

She sang in Italian and German and Japanese. 
When finally she sang in Korean, it became clear 
why Pyongyang had chosen her. Her voice light 
now, she sang of two lovers on a lake. The girl had 
a white hanbok, the boy a soulful stare. 

After the concert, they walked the city in a 
trance. For fun, they operated a vending machine 
and received a bag of orange food neither would 
taste. 

They asked a man pushing a cart if they could 
borrow it, and he told them they could get their 
own at the supermarket. Inside the store, it was 
almost impossible to tell what most of the packages 
contained. The important stuff, like bushels of 
radishes and buckets of chestnuts, were nowhere to 
be seen. Gil purchased a roll of heavy tape and, from 
a section of toys for children, a little watercolor set 
in a tin. Then they paused before a store that sold 
equipment for undersea exploration. In the window 
was a large black nylon bag made to stow dive gear. 
The salesperson showed them how it would hold 
everything needed for an underwater adventure for 
two. 

Darkness fell, storefronts lit suddenly with red-and- 
blue neon and the willows were eerily illuminated 
from below. Car headlights flashed in his eyes. Jun 
Do felt exposed, singled out. Where was the curfew? 
Why didn't the Japanese respect the dark like normal 
people? 

They stood outside a bar, time yet to kill. Inside, 
people were laughing. 

Gil pulled out their yen. "No sense taking any 
back," he said. Inside, he ordered whiskeys. Two 
women were at the bar as well, and Gil bought 
their drinks. They smiled and returned to their 
conversation. "Did you see their teeth?" Gil asked. 
"So white and perfect, like children's teeth." When 
Jun Do didn't agree, Gil said, "Relax, yeah? Loosen 
up. I'll get the singer into the bag tonight. You're 
not the only guy capable of beating a woman, you 
know." 

• 

Rumina lived in an artists' village behind a series of 
cottages ringing a central hot spring. They could see 
a stream of steaming water, mineral white, running 
from the bathhouse down bald, bleached rocks to 
the sea. 

They hid the cart, and Jun Do boosted Gil over 
the fence. When Gil came around to open the 
metal gate for Jun Do, Gil paused a moment and 
the two regarded each other through the bars 
before Gil lifted the latch to let Jun Do in. 

Tiny cones of light illuminated the flagstone path 
to Rumina's bungalow. Above them, the dark green 
and white of magnolia blocked the stars. In the air 
were pine and cedar, something of the ocean. Jun 
Do tore two strips of duct tape and hung them from 


“ALL ORPHANS ARE EVENTUALLY DESTINED 
FOR THE ARMY, AND THIS WAS HOW JUN 
DO, AT 14, BECAME A TUNNEL SOLDIER, 
TRAINED IN THE ART OF ZERO-LIGHT 
COMBAT.” 



ORPHAN 


SON FICTION 


“EVERYTHING HAD BEEN STRIPPED FOR FUEL—EVEN THE PICTURE FRAMES 
OF THE DEAR AND GREAT LEADERS HAD BEEN BURNED. THE ROSTER OF THE 
114 GRAND MARTYRS OF THE REVOLUTION, PAINTED ON THE WALL, WAS THE 
ONLY THING LEFT. GIL DIDN’T BELIEVE THAT JUN DO HAD 
NAMED ALL THE ORPHANS.” 


Gil's sleeves. 

Gil's eyes were thrilled and disbelieving. "So 
we're just going to storm in there?" he asked. 

"I'll get the door open," Jun Do said. "You get 
the tape on her mouth." 

Jun Do pried a large flagstone from the path and 
carried it to the door. He placed it against the knob, 
and when he threw his hip into it, the door popped. 
Gil ran toward a woman sitting up in bed, iridescent 
by the light of the television. Jun Do watched from 
the doorway as Gil got the tape across her mouth, 
but then in the sheets and the softness of the bed, 
he lost the upper hand. She got his collar, which she 
used to off-balance him, and pulled out a clump 
of his hair. Finally, he found her neck. They went to 
the floor, where he worked his weight onto her, the 
impact making her feet curl. Jun Do stared at her 
toes: The nails had been painted bright red. 

At first, Jun Do had been thinking, Grab her here, 
pressure her there, but as the two rolled, he could 
see that she had wet herself, and the rawness of 
it, the brutality of what was happening was newly 
clear to him. Gil was bringing her into submission, 
taping her wrists and ankles, and she was kneeling 
now as he laid out the bag and unzipped it. He 
pressed the fabric of his pants against his groin so 
she could see the outline of his erection. Jun Do 
took off his glasses. 

Quickly, they stole through her possessions. 

Gil pocketed yen and a necklace of red-and- 
white stones. On a table were medicine bottles, 
cosmetics, a stack of family photos. Jun Do didn't 
know what to grab. 

"What the fuck are you doing?" Gil asked. 

"I don't know," Jun Do told him. 

• 

The cart, overburdened, made loud clacking 
sounds at every crease in the sidewalk. Bundles 
of cardboard lined the streets. Dishwashers hosed 
down kitchen mats in the gutters. A bright, empty 
bus whooshed past. Gil's shirt was torn. It looked 
like he was wearing makeup that had smeared. A 
clear yellow fluid had risen through the scab where 
his hair was missing. 

Gil told him to turn left, and there, down a steep 
hill and across a parking lot, was the beach. The 
cart wanted free—Jun Do doubled his grip on the 
handle. He had to lean back; his feet skidded. "Gil, 
help me here." 

"Gil!" he yelled as the cart broke away. He 
ran after it as it barreled downhill, wobbling with 
speed, and struck the curb. The black bag was 
pitched onto the sand. 

Jun Do ran onto the beach, passing the bag and 
noting the odd way it had settled. Down at the 
waterline, he scanned the waves for Officer So. He 
checked his pockets—he had no map, no watch, no 
light. Hands on knees, he couldn't catch his breath. 
No Gil. 

He went to the bag, rolled it over. He unzipped 
it some, heat pouring out. He pulled the tape from 
her face, which was abraded with nylon burns. She 
spoke to him in Japanese. 

"I don't understand," he said. 


In Korean, she said, "Thank God you rescued 
me." 

He studied her face. Raw and puffy—how 
babylike it was. 

"Some psychopath stuck me in here," she said. 
"Thank God you came along." 

Jun Do looked again for any sign of Gil, but he 
knew there wouldn't be. 

"Thanks for getting me out of here," she said. 
"Really, thanks for setting me free." 

Jun Do tested the strip of tape with his fingers, 
but it had lost much of its stickiness. A lock of her 
hair was fixed to the tape. He let it go in the wind. 

He zipped her back in and dragged the bag to the 
waterline. The ocean, frothy cold, washed over his 
shoes as he scanned the waves for Officer So. When 
a wave reached high upon the sand and licked the 
bag, she screamed. He had never heard such a shriek. 
• 

Past the shore break, they motored into swells 
sharpened by the wind. Everyone held the lifeline 
to steady themselves. Rumina sat in the nose, fresh 
tape around her hands. Officer So had draped his 
jacket around her—except for that, her body was 
bare and blue with cold. 

Jun Do and Gil sat on opposite sides of the raft, 
but Gil wouldn't look at him. He had been found in 
the same whiskey bar, laughing with the bartender, 
and retrieved with a noose made from fishing line. 
When they reached open water, Officer So backed 
off the engine enough that he could be heard. 
"You're soldierly," he told Jun Do. "When it comes 
time to dispense, you dispense." 

"I gave Gil my word," he told Officer So. "I said 
we'd forget how he tried to run." 

Rumina's hair was turbulent in her face. "Put him 
in the bag," she said. 

Officer So had a grand laugh at that. "The opera 
lady's right," he said. "You caught a defector, my 
boy. Start thinking of your reward." 

"You don't know how Pyongyang works," Gil 
said. "Once the other ministers see her, they'll all 
want one." 

"You don't know anything," Officer So said to 
Gil. "You're soft and weak. I fucking invented this 
game. I kidnapped Kim Jong ll's personal sushi 
chef. I plucked the Dear Leader's own doctor out 
of an Osaka hospital, in broad daylight, with these 
hands." 

Jun Do felt Rumina glaring at him. He suddenly 
wondered if she didn't mean him—that he, Jun 
Do, should go in the bag. It was as if she knew 
everything he had done. That it was he who'd 
picked which orphans ate first, he who assigned the 
bunks nearest the stove. He who had chosen the 
boys who got blinded by the arc furnace and the 
boys who were at the chemical plant when it made 
the sky go yellow. He who'd sent Ha Shin, the boy 
who wouldn't speak, who couldn't say no, to clean 
the vats at the paint factory. It was Jun Do who put 
the gaff pole in Bo Song's hands. 

A cold, white spray slapped them. It made 
Rumina inhale sharply, like every little thing were 
trying to take her life. 


Jun Do was charged with transporting Gil to the 
military base at Rason. They took the afternoon 
train from Chongjin. At the station, families 
were sleeping under cargo platforms, waiting for 
darkness so they could make the journey to Sinuiju, 
which was just a swim across the Yalu River from 
China. 

They had walked from the Port of Chongjin on 
foot, passing the Reunification Smelter, its great 
cranes rusted in place, the copper lines to its 
furnace long since pilfered for scrap. Apartment 
blocks stood empty, their windows butcher- 
papered. All the trees had been cut during the 
famine, and now, years later, the saplings were 
uniform in size, trunks ankle-thick, their clean stalks 
popping up in the oddest places, one tree bursting 
from an outhouse where a human skeleton had shit 
its indigestible seed. 

Long Tomorrows, when they came to it, looked 
no bigger than the infirmary. 

Jun Do shouldn't have pointed it out, because Gil 
insisted they go in. 

Everything had been stripped for fuel—even the 
picture frames of the Dear and Great Leaders had 
been burned. The roster of the 114 Grand Martyrs 
of the -Revolution, painted on the wall, was the only 
thing left. 

Gil didn't believe that Jun Do had named all the 
orphans. 

"You really know all the Martyrs?" he asked. 
"What about number 11 ?" 

"Ha Shin," Jun Do said. "When he was captured, 
he cut out his own tongue so the Japanese could 
get no information from him. There was a boy here 
who wouldn't speak—I gave him that name." 

Gil ran his finger down the list. 

"Here you are," he said. "Martyr number 76, Pak 
Jun Do. What's his story?" 

Jun Do touched the black spot where the stove 
had once been. "Even though he killed many 
Japanese soldiers," he said, "the revolutionaries in 
Pak Jun Do's unit didn't trust him because he was 
descended from a long line of royals. To prove his 
loyalty, he hanged himself." 

Gil stared at him. "You gave yourself this name? 
Why?" 

"Because his blood was pure," Jun Do said. He 
took Gil by the arm. "Let's go." 

First, though, Jun Do leaned his head into the 
Orphan Master's room. The space, it turned out, 
was no bigger than a pallet. And of the portrait of 
the tormenting woman, Jun Do could find only a 
nail hole. 


From The Orphan Master's Son: A Novel of North 
Korea by Adam Johnson, currently available from 
Random blouse. 

□ 




CHEAP THRILLS MAKE ZOMBIES, MIMIC DOOMSDAY 


“The 

Florida 

Causeway 

Cannibal” 

US: Florida 



Probably the most popular “cannibal” 
story this year was that of Rudy Eugene. 
Dubbed as “The Florida Causeway 
Cannibal”, this case reported in June 
sparked a zombie frenzy across the United 
States. A video from a nearby building’s 
security camera shows Eugene coming 
across Ronald Poppo (a 65 year old 
homeless man) in a Florida causeway 
sidewalk, viciously attacking him and 
eventually gnawed off 75% of the man’s 
face. When police shouted at Eugene to 
stop, he gave them an animalistic sneer 
which prompted police to open fire. 


IF WE’RE GOING TO CONSIDER 
A ZEITGEIST OF SOCIETY’S 
CURRENT GUILTY PLEASURE, 
ZOMBIES WILL BE TOPPING 
THAT LIST. GIVEN THE 
POPULARITY OF ABC’S 

, ZOMBIES 

SEEM TO HAVE TAKEN 
CENTER STAGE. PREVIOUSLY 
REVOULTING AND SHUNNED 
AS A PASSING FANCY DURING 
HALLOWEENS AND WITH 
BIZARRE CULT RELATED 
CIRCLES, 

FROM PRANKS, MOB DANCES, 
THEMED PARTIES, INTERNET 
PARODIES, TO MICHAEL 
JACKSON’S THRILLER GETTING 
NUMEROUS PLAYBACKS, 
ZOMBIES ARE SUDDENLY 
EVERYWHERE. BUT TRUE 
ENOUGH, 


IN THE 

US, CANADA, AND CHINA. LET’S 
TAKE A LOOK AT SOME OF THE 
CASES: 

JOHN LACAP 



"New Jersey's 
Wayne Carter" 

US: New Jersey 

A day after the attack in Florida, 
another case has been accounted 
in Hackensack, New Jersey. Wayne 
Carter reportedly barricaded himself 
inside a room in his house with a knife, 
threatening to harm himself. When 
police kicked the door and ordered 
Carter to drop the knife, he allegedly 
started stabbing himself in various 
parts of the body, specifically in the 
abdomen and eventually threw parts of 
his intestines at the police. No amount 
of pepper spray seems to subdue him; 
in fact, it seems to have enraged him 
even more. After which Carter has 
been taken in a local hospital and 
remains in critical condition. 
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LIFE IMITATES ART 



Are there zombies in the PH? 

The fact that “The Walking Dead” is officially 
one of the top rating cable shows locally is 
testament to Filipino’s being bitten by the Zombie 
bug. But for our worldwide fame of being “up 
to date” savvy, we seem to be laggards when it 
comes to zombie news, not that it’s a bad thing. 

We’ve had our fare share of bizarre crime 
news, heck; we’ve even featured front and center 
to the detriment of our public officials. But why 
no zombie attacks? 

One simple reason: Culture 

Zombies, for the most part, are a western 
idea. Originally from Africa and Haiti, this 
Afro-American religion took its stronghold in 
pop-culture in the southern state of Louisiana, 
specifically in New Orleans. 

So if there is a bizarre crime in the Philippines, 
of superstitious nature, we do not attribute them 
to zombies. We readily blame “Aswangs” or Devil 
possessions to them. Case in point the Florida 
Causeway Cannibal, if that took place in this 
good ol’ country of ours, very few people would 
attribute it to zombies. They would probably call 
a priest to purge the “devil” lingering inside the 
human body (aka “Sinaniban”) 

So take the CDC’s advise, there are no 
Zombies, well... yet. But there are some bizarre 
humans out there though that can commit 
hideous crimes as the ones stated above. Those 
are the ones we should really fear. 

But then again this article might just be part 
of the whole government mechanism to hide 
the truth... that zombies are out there and you’re 
probably next. You decide! 


THE 

ARE THE SYNTHETIC COMPOUNDS MDPV 
(METHYLENEDIOXYPYROVALERONE), MEPHEDRONE, 
PYROVALERONE, AND METHYLONE. BUT DID YOU 
KNOW THAT BATH SALTS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO 
CONTAIN EXTREMELY HIGH LEVELS OF CAFFEINE 
TOO? 

, BUT IT WAS REDISCOVERED BY AN 
UNDERGROUND CHEMIST. HE PUBLISHED THE RECIPE 
OF BATH SALTS ON A WEBSITE KNOWN AS THE HIVE 
AND WAS SHUT DOWN IN 2004 FOR CONTAINING 
INFORMATION ON ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES. THE DRUG IS 
SAID TO BE EXTREMELY POPULAR ALL OVER EUROPE. 

WITH SYMPTOMS OF BEING HIGH ON BATH SALTS 
LIKE EXTREME PARANOIA, EXTREMELY HIGH BODY 
TEMPERATURE, VIVID HALLUCINATIONS, EXTREME 
SWEATING, HOSTILITY OR AGGRESSION, PANIC 
ATTACKS AND SUICIDAL THOUGHTS, 

IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THIS 
YEAR ALONE. 

BATH SALTS IS NOW THE SECOND HIGHEST CAUSE 
OF ACCIDENTAL DEATH IN THE U.S. AFTER CAR 
ACCIDENTS. 

DRUG EXPERTS SAY 

WITH PACKAGES HAVING 
CARTOON CHARACTERS AND CATCHY COLORS. 


PHOTO CREDITS: allurerudio.blogspot.com,www.medicaldaily.com,ubcnews.go.com, whotsonthesargesmind.blogspot.com, www.northjersey.com 


“THE CULPRIT” 

A new street drug seems to have taken a lot flak (and amped popularity) as the cause for the 
recent attacks. Informally called “Bath Salts”, Wikipedia describes it as a designer drug often 
containing substitured cathinones, which have effects similar to amphetamine and cocaine. Now, I 
am no chemist / pharmacist, but I guess it doesn’t take a genius that the mere fact Bath Salts are 
associated with those two illegal drugs is a bad thing. 

Surprisingly, in the case of the US attacks, it is not yet clear to date what specifically caused the 
attackers zombie-like rampage. Florida’s Carter has been found negative from the official autopsy, but 
was otherwise positive for synthetic marijuana and LSD. 

The causes are even greyer for Canada’s Magnotta and “Dong” of China. Magnotta was already 
on the authorities’ radar for obvious bizarre behaviour on the internet (based on his blog posts), and 
Dong, an all too common drunken rage, with a peculiar twist. 

All these uncertainties further fuelling talks and numerous conspiracy theories of an eventual 
“zombie apocalypse” 


"Mad Love" 


Canada 


“The Road Attack” 


China 


A month after reports of America's flesh 
eating psychopaths, it was Canada's turn. 

Luka Magnotta is suspect in a crime against his 
lover, a 32-year-old Chinese national named 
Jun Lin, according to Montreal Police. Lin was 
brutally murdered in July, after being stabbed 
with an ice pick and his throat slit. The killer 
then sliced him to pieces, decapitating him, 
carving out pieces of his flesh and gradually 
feeding on them. 


A little closer to home is China’s own 
version of a reported “zombie attack”, also in 
July of this year. Given China’s notorious state 
controlled media, very little detail is known 
regarding this attack. The attacker, identified 
as “Dong”, had been reported drinking before 
his shift as a local bus driver in Wenzou, China. 
The victim, identified as “Du”, was driving near 
the bus station when Dong allegedly stopped 
the bus in the middle of the road, got out, and 
jumped onto the hood of the victim’s car. Du 
then got out of her car, at which point Dong 
tackled him and started chewing at her face. 

Following these disturbing incidents, the 
US Center for Disease Control (CDC) released 
an official statement stating that there is no 
need to fear the walking dead. This is obviously 
tongue and cheek just to pacify the flutter of 
activity on internet websites and to halt the 
spread of numerous rumours that spun out. 
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DEAD PEOPLE, COME TO LIFE- 
ALL AROUND ME. I SIEVED 
SHOULD HAVE TRIED TO MAKE IT 
HOME THAT DAY. X SHOULD HAVE 
5TAYED AT THE OFFICE. IT WAS 
IN THAT MOMENT X REALIZED... 


.ALM05T EVERYONE 
I KNEW WAS 
PROBABLY DEAD. 


BUT NOT /V(£. 


MY FAMILY. 
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THANK 

GOD... 


HURRy' 


GIVE ME 
THE BAT, 
MIKE—I 
WANT TO 
TRY I > 


HELP ME MOVE 
THE BODy 50 
MICHONWE CAN 
CL05E THE 
V DOOR.' / 


NOBODy KNEW 
WHAT TO DO. 































































BACK THEN WE 
DIDN'T EVEN KNOW 
THAT A BITE WAS A 
DEATH 5ENTENCE. 


HAD TO ADD BOYFRIEND TO 
THE LI5T OF THE DEAD. 


OR RATHER, X WAS ABOUT TO. 
X WOULDN’T FIND OUT ABOUT 
THE BITE5 KILLING FOR 
ANOTHER DAY...LUCKY ME. 
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LATER THAT MIGHT WE GOT RfD 
OF THE DEAD OKIE THAT ATTACKED 
US, DRAGGED IT TO THE BACKYARD. 
I STARTED SEARCHIMG THE 
MEIGHBOR'S HOUSE FOR SUPPLIES, 
BAMDAGES AMD SUCH. 


I WAMTED TO 
FIMD A GUM.... 
MO SUCH LUCK. 


THE S EARCH WASM'T 
A TOTAL LOSS. 


THE MEIGHBOR'5 BOY 
COLLECTED SWORDS. 
HATED THAT BEFORE. 
WOULD SWEAR HE 
KILLED OUR DOG 
WITH OME. 


THAT MIGHT I WASM'T 
SO UPSET ABOUT IT. 


I EMDED UP 
SPEMDIMG THE 
MIGHT IM A HOUSE 
ALMOST A BLOCK 
AWAY. TOO MAMY 
CORPSES 
OUTSIDE. GOT 
PIMMED DOWM. 


OM THE WALK BACK 
THE MEXT MORMIMG, 

X REALIZED I'D MEVER 
TAKEM OFF MY WORK 
CLOTHES. I GUESS WHEM 
YOU DOM'T SLEEP YOU 
DOM'T THIMK TO 
DO THAT... 


MIKE DIED WHILE 
I WAS AWAY... 






























































































...AND 50MEH0W 
BIT TERRY IN THE 
PROCE55. 


LUCKILY, THE 
KID'S SWORD 
WAS SHARP. 


BUT THEM I 
NOTICED IT... 
THEY DON'T 
ATTACK EACH 
OTHER. 


THERE WAS 
NOTHING TO DO 
BUT WATCH THEM 
.AND STARVE. 


THE ENCOUNTER 
DREW A LOT OF 
ATTENTION. THANK5 
TO MY SCREAM5, 
THE STREET 
BECAME 
OVERRUN. 


I DIDN'T KNOW WHAT 
TO DO. I LOCKED 
THEM AWAY. 


X COULDN'T 
KILL THEM 


I WA5 GONG TO 
DIE IN THAT HOUSE- 
JOIN YOU. THAT 
THOUGHT, AT LEAST, 
BROUGHT ME 
COMFORT. 


EVENTUALLY, 
I RAN OUT 
OF FOOD. 










































































I CAME. UP WITH A PLAN THAT 
ACTUALLY WORKED...E5CORT5 
THAT KEPT THE DEAD FROM 
NOTICING ME. 


I WAS 50 PROUD OF MY5ELF X 
ALM05T 5TOPPED BEING SAD FOR 
A SECOND WHILE I HACKED OFF 
YOUR ARM5 AND LOWER JAWS. 


NOW THAT YOU 
COULDN'T ATTACK 
ME, I CHAINED YOU 
UP, ABANDONED OUR 
HOME AND 5ET OFF 
IN 5EARCH OF 
FOOD AND 5UPPLIE5. 


I I KNOW YOU'VE HEARD 
ALL THAT BEFORE... 
HELL, YOU WERE THERE. 
THING 15, I HAVE TO 
REMEMBER... WHO YOU 
WERE, WHAT HAPPENED. 
50METIME5 I THINK 
I'M 5TARTING TO . 
L. FORGET. AND... /I 


...I JU5T 
DON'T HAVE 
ANYONE 
ELSE TO 
„ TALK TO. . 
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SUITING UP 


THE WORLD HAS NOT GOTTEN 
RICHER.THE SUIT HAS JUST 
BECOME MORE AFFORDABLE. 
THROUGHOUTTHEYEARS, 

A GOOD SUIT HAS SERVED 
THE PURPOSE OF BEING 
THE ATTIRE OF CHOICE, 
WHETHER YOU’RE IN HIGH- 
POWERED BOARD MEETING 
OR A WEDDING, only recently, 

WITH FASHION'S OBSESSIVE STUDY 
OF CUT AND FORM, HAS IT BECOME AN 
OVERSTATED STAPLE, A TREND WITH 
DAUNTING VARIATIONS ON FABRIC TYPES, 
COLORS ANDTWEAKED FEATURES WITH 
THE ONLY DOMINANT RULE BEING FIT. 

IT'S NOT CALLED A SUIT FOR NOTHING. IT 
SHOULD CONFORM TO YOUR CONTOURS AND 
UNIQUE DIMENSION LIKE ARMOR. WITH 
THAT SAID, CUSTOM-MADE IS THE WAY TO 
GO, ALTHOUGH KEEP AN EYE ON THE MALL 
RACKS SHOULD YOU GET LUCKY. 


HERE'S WHAT YOU SHOULD LOOK 
FOR WHEN PURCHASING A SUIT. 

A. SHOULDER 

Your suit should fit snugly towards 
the ball of your shoulders and with 
a straight slope stops at the base of 
your neck. If the shoulder and sleeve joint 
drops and crumples, and if the neckline 
appears lifted, then it's a bad fit. Pick one 
size smaller. The sleeve and the length 
may be shortened, but the breadth of 
the shoulder is a complete revamp. When 
being measured by a tailor or seamstress, 
be specific with this feature. If you do not 
have the broadest of shoulders, ask for two 
inconspicuous centimeters extension, and a 
cleanly shaped pad. 

B. COLLAR 

This should stick securely on the back 

It's not your suit if it rises when arms are 
moved. 

C. LAPEL 

Keep it narrow. Skinny lapels have been 
the rave because of rockstars, but this does 
not make for a versatile suit. Leave this to 
women's jackets. Get one with a narrow 
notch lapel. It's clean and classic. 

D. CHEST 

As the suit is buttoned, you should be 
able to slip a hand flat in. Should a slight 
movement lift the lapels and breaks the 
chest part, then the chest is too narrow. 

E. BUTTON POINT 

A two-button suit would mean a lower 
button-point. A lower one would make 
you look taller and slim you down. 

F. SLEEVE 

The armhole should be ample enough 
for ease, but shoud rise high enough 
to look sharp. You will know if the width 


is not correct if the sleeves look flabl 
sleeve that contours all the way to y 
wrist defines your arms and waist. T 
an easy trick to pull when you are 01 
heavy side. 

G. CUFF 

Cuffs end a little below your wrist 
joint. Button your shirt sleeves and tug 
them down so they slightly peek. This Tittle 
detail will make you look like you're put 
together better. 

H. WAIST 

Have the sides taper towards the 
waist, but not too curved. A hint of form 
follows with the rest of the key details for 
sharpness. 


wear a suns maicning nai-irom parus 
for formal events. Do not attempt to 
match one with a different material with 
the same color. A suit is a set of a pair of 
pants and a jacket. For casual meetings, 
go for dark slim jeans or flat-front chinos. 
For starters, get yourself a couple with a 
color that could sway between business 
and casual. Opt for dark navy or deep 
gray. A cotton suit is practical enough for 
the tropical weather. 


FACT YOU! 


PARK'S CLUB HAD ITS FIRST 
ANNUAL BALL IN OCTOBER OF 1886. 

AT THAT TIME, MEN'S FORMAL DRESS 
CONSISTED OF A LONG TAIL COAT AND 
A WHITE TIE. HOWEVER. THE TOBACCO 
MAGNATE PIERRE LORILLARD MODIFIED 
A "TAILESS" BLACK JACKET TO WEAR 
TO THE BALL. THUS. CREATING THE 
TUXEDO. 
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GROOMING 


SET ASIDE THE NOTION 
THAT FRAGRANCE IS 
MERELY ANOTHER WAY 
FOR BRANDSTOGET 
YOUR MONEY AND 
BEGIN TO CONSIDER 
THATTHIS UNDER¬ 
STATED ELEMENT 
OF STYLE COULD 
DEFINE YOUR A 

PERSONALITY. M 

LET’S COVER M 

THE BASICS IN A 

FINDING A GOOD M 

FRAGRANCE. 

THE FIRST STEP 
IN CHOOSING 
A FRAGRANCE 
MIGHTTAKEA 
LITTLE TIME. 

GET A SCENT 
YOU THINK 
YOU MIGHT 
EVENTUALLY 
LIKE,WEAR IT 
DISCREETLY 
FOR A FEW 
DAYS,AND 

ALLOW IT TO A 

GROW ON YOU. 

IF YOU END UP 

NOT FEELING IT, m i 

THEN CHANGE IT. 8 


m 


Your choice of 
fragrance will depend 
on what kind of 
first impression you 
want to give. The 
three main categories 
of scents for men 
are fruity, green 
and musky. Fruity 
fragrances are those 
that contain citrus. 
They make you smell 
fresh and they give 
you that just-got- 
out of the shower 
feeling. A green 
scent has a sweet 


GO EASY 

ON THE 

AMOUNT. 

YOUR 

SCENT 

SHOULD 

ONLY BE 

NOTICED 

BY 

ANYONE 


Figuring out a scent- 
identity takes time. Do 
not be overwhelmed 
with the suggestions 
the mall attendants 
shove at you. Smell 
the testers or spray a 
little amount of one 
brand of cologne on 
your wrist. Take the 


WEAR LIGHTLY. 

Fragrances are designed to be absorbed by 
the skin, and to react with the warmth of 
your pulse points to let out its true smell. It 
is best to spray it on after taking a shower 
when pores are still open. Apply on your 
neck and shoulders. Do not rub on skin as 


Take into consideration 
that a fragrance will mix 
with your natural odor, 
altering the intended 
smell, so keep an alert 
nose. You may emit a 


character. It's a little 
on the woody side. 
Musk includes spicier 
and stronger leathery 
scents. Are you 
sporty, laid-back, or 
downright serious? 


samples that the stores 
readily give. Do not be 
pressured into buying 
expensive perfumes 
right away. Get a small 
bottle if you've found 
one that you fancy. 


scent that is different 
from what you smell 
from the bottle. Having 
said that, also know 
that a fragrance is 
not an alternative for 
deodorants. 


this won't make the fragrance last. Use an 
unscented deodorant to keep the cologne 
highlighted. Go easy on the amount. Your 
scent should only be noticed by anyone 
near enough to shake your hand. Needless 
to say, an imposing presence shuns off 
mystery. Do not overdo. 


NEAR 
ENOUGH 
TO SHAKE 
YOUR 
HAND. 
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HERE’S A LOOK AT SOME OF THE SERVICES THAT ARE AVAILABLE IN MOST SPAS. 


TYPE OF MASSAGE 


SWEDISH 


SHIATSU 


COMBINATION 


HILOT 


THAI 


LYMPHATIC 


AROMATHERAPY 


T he days of the massage parlors that ask you whether 
you want oil, powder or alcohol have long been gone 
and has evolved into day spas and wellness lounges. 
Around the metro, establishments offering an abundance 
of services ranging from aromatherapy, Swedish, shiatsu to 
traditional Philippine massage have sprouted. The seedy 
connotation of massage parlors still lingers but is slowly 
disappearing. Those who have tried these services for 
wellness purposes have become frequent clients. You 
may have wondered why women around you choose 
a spa date with their girlfriends than an actual date 
with you, or even call in sick at work just to spend 
a day in the spa. If the spa is still an unexplored 
region for you then here's the lowdown on it's 
about and why you should visit one soon. 

Spas are usually open from 11 AM until 
2 AM. Therapists recommend that you get 
a massage before you go to bed so that 
you get a good night's sleep. Spa services 
may range from massages, scrubs, ear- 
candling, wax, facials, manicure and 

SPAS ARE USUALLY OPEN 
FROM 11AM UNTIL 2 AM. 
THERAPISTS RECOMMEND 
THAT YOU GET A MASSAGE 
BEFORE YOU GO TO BED SO 
THAT YOU GET A GOOD 
NIGHT'S SLEEP 


pedicure. Do not be overwhelmed by 
the ‘ 


e broad options. Check their list for the 
types of massage first. 

The general benefits of massage include 
pain relief, reduced stress and temporarily 
reduced blood pressure, heart rate and anxiety. 
It may also stimulate the release of endorphins 
and serotonin, thus improving sleep. It's without 
a doubt a remedy for a worn spirit and body after 
that long day at work. Spas have been designed to 
ergonomically and even stylishly private and they may 
sometimes even include spaces for couples. That's an 
all new way of spending me-time, or those few minutes 
of quality time with a date or special someone. 


DESCRIPTION 


PRESSURE 


Uses long flowing strokes, helpful in reducing pain, Light, medium and hard Yes 

joint stiffness, and improves overall circulation. 


Employs "finger pressure". Consisting of finger 
ana palm pressure, stretches. 


Light, medium and hard 


Combination of Swedish and shiatsu techniques. 


Light, medium and hard 


Depending on 
the preference 


Filipino massage technique that focus on the back Light, medium and hard Yes 

and joint manipulation. 


Involves the "pinching massage" and includes Light, medium and hard No 

stretching. 


Gently works and stimulates the lymphatic system. Medium and hard No 

to assist in reduction of localised swelling. 


It is basically a combination massage but uses Light, medium and hard Yes 

special oils with specific benefits to the body. 

Massage parlors will offer lavender oil for 
relaxation, peppermint oil for relief of headache 
and pains. 
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BEER FEVER 


PERFECT MATCH! 

SUMPTUOUS MEALS MADE MORE TASTY AND EXCITING WITH BEER. 






IT IS WITHOUT A DOUBT THAT THE RAINY SEASON IS MORE SOOTHING WHEN YOU 
POP A BOTTLE OF BEER. THIS AUGUST, PLAYBOY BRINGS TO YOU IMPORTED MUST-TRY 
BEERS AND THE PERFECT DISHES TO MATCH YOUR CHOICE. 


BEER MATCH 

HOEGAARDEN 


ANGRY DRUNK MUSSELS 

Fresh Mussels steamed with Hoegaarden beer, mixed with fried 
bacon, chili, sauteed onion and unsullied parsley mixed in a hot 
bowl with a side with potato fries. 


mhmerm; 


FISH AND FRITES 

Sole fillet battered in Becks beer and made crunchy through deep 
frying. Served with salad, frites and tartar sauce, fish and Frites has 
been branded as one of the best fish fillets in the country. 


- 

BEER MATCH 

HOEGAARDEN 


BLEU CHEESEBURGER 

A half-pound U.S. Angus beef burger topped with bleu cheese, 
sweet onion jam, truffle aioti and frites. 


IN THE PHILIPPINES. BEER COMES TO BE THE MOST CONSUMED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
AND AMOUNTS FOR A 70% SHARE IN THE DOMESTIC ALCOHOLIC DRINKS MARKET IN 
TERMS OF VOLUME DURING 2005. WITH THE CONSUMPTION FROM 1.22 TO 1.41 LITERS A 
YEAR, A FILIPINO IS SAID TO DRINK AN AVERAGE OF NEARLY 20 LITERS OF BEER A YEAR. 
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Paulaner Munich Bier 

If you're looking for 

1 : a light and crisp taste 

IJH in 

Munich the one 
to take. With aroma of 
; light citrus and malted 

grain, its alc ohol volume 
siiii 

aJI ! 

■ <ind scmi-div 


Timmermans 


If your lady is sticking 
to cocktails just to avoid 
the sting of the alcohol, 
this is one beer to take. 
Timmermans beer gives 
you the aroma of fruit, 
just a little of musty 
yeast and a splurge of 
bubblegum. This brew is 
a must try for the ladies. 


Delirium Treamens 


Peroni 


Another drink for the gals 
is Delirium Treamens. 

A Belgian beer that uses 
three different yeasts and 
it won the award "Best 
Beer in the World" in 
2008. Its name is derived 
from a medical condition 
experienced after 
withdrawal from alcohol 
abuse. The medium sweet 
taste it has would make 
you forget you were 
gulping beer. 


Pfcroni, the most 
consumed Italian beer 
world wide contains 
4.7% alcohol in a bottle 
and is made of barley 
malt, corn grits, hop 
l^el lets and hop extracts. 
With a smell described to 
be a close to aphrodisiac 
and a taste that is full, yet 
smooth, drinking a Peroni 
exemplifies manliness 
and class. 


Hoegaarden 


One of the most famous 
picks for the ladies would 
be Hoegaarden. It has 
ingredients of water, yeast, 
wheat, hq>s and dried 
Curacao orange peel 
which gives the beer a 
smooth and sweet taste. 
Although Hoegaarden 
comes in Rosee and 
Citron flavors, the regular 
wheat beer is already a 
good choice. Squeeze in 
a slice of lemon for that 
perfect citrus-y tang. 


Sold in nearly 90 
countries. Becks beer is 
another German Pilsener 
beer fit for men. Its golden 
color and full rich head 
will give you a peppery 
aroma as you pop it open. 
Roasted malt with a soft 
carbonation will give you 
a perfect beer experience. 


Try these imported beers and great meal matches at Draft in The Fort Strip >, Taguig 
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THE MOST 


ICONICSM’S 


THE SUV 




OF OUR THE 


These big beasts dominate the roads because of their size and strength. They wear bigger rims and thick rubber. Pop open their hoods and you' 
discover powerful engines which could haul its own weight, heavy cargo and pull other vehicles in distress without worries. One must not always forget that 
historically. Sports Utility Vehicles were created for climbing high altitudes, crossing light rivers and trekking against dirt and mud. 

But times have changed. Everything - especially automobiles - has become more commercialized. Competition became evident as car companies 
continually tried to deliver better than their direct foes. One key component that kept people buying cars is that they were installed personalities. 

Initiated by marketing departments, these were created to fit different consumer lifestyles. Today, there are SUV's made more for city driving for the 
urban go-getter who strides the streets of Manila day and night. There are also ones fit for the whole family as well as Luxury SUV's, Budget SUV's and 
Sporty Sedan Crossovers. And of course, still existing are the ones heavily built for toughness off the tracks for the outdoorsy types. But to simplify things, 
several SUV classifications were formalized: compact, mid-size, full-size and premium; allof which are used for city cruising and are fully capable of out 
of town adventures. 

Today, the automobile industry offers more well-made SUV's to the public than before. Even local car enthusiasts have a hard time comparing 
and deciphering which brand/model is better from its competition. However, there are in fact a number of SUV's that have stood out from the 
crop in the past in their respective generations. These are what we'd like to call the icons (and not classics). 

What does it take for a vehicle to be iconic? Just like Martin Luther King Jr. and Steve Jobs, there are SUV's who changed the game, 
influenced others, became platforms of inspiration and had loyal follower-cum-drivers. It's not because they were the best performing, 
but because they were loved by the people. And we don't think any recognition can get better than that. 

And what is 'Our Time?' Let's just say the oldest featured vehicle can still be spotted on the road (and one which we in 
PLAYBOY can still remember). 



Toyota Land Cruiser circa 1989 


Nissan Safari Circa 1993 



The '89 Land Cruiser is probably one of the last few SUV's meant to strive outside 
the urban borders. It may not look like the most handsome vehicle around but its 
rugged design is part of its masculine appeal. Its cabin was simple, contained a lot 
of cheap plastic and for all its length and width dimensions, leg space was a major 
concern. However, keep in mind that it was built and bought for purpose and this 
sturdy machine surely did its job. 

The '89 Land Cruiser surely came at the right time. If we look back into history, 
this was the time when Filipinos were starting to get better monetarily. More 
importantly, people were starting to become more liberal especially in terms of 
their hobbies and lifestyle. What the Land Cruiser mainly contributed to society was 
accessibility. Toyota allowed willing Filipinos to adopt a rugged and outdoor lifestyle 
as opposed to paying for no less than a Land Rover. 

The Land Cruiser received three body changes and upgrades as the years went 
by. At one point, it even split into two SUV categories. One is a player in the full-size 
SUV class: the Land Cruiser Prado. The second Land Cruiser, on the other hand, is a 
premium SUV competing against luxury brands. The latest Land Cruiser (LC200) runs 
on a 4.5L diesel engine and is worth P4,500,600.00. 


During its time, the Nissan Safari was THE SUV. This humongous beast was 
driven and ridden by the most influential men during that time. Its bulk gave the 
illusion that it was wearing an enlarged Darth Vader helmet and that stainless 
armour in front made it look like its nose was ready for any type of collision. 
Whether it was politicians, actors, athletes or high-ranking military men, the 
Nissan Safari was packaged with its owner to intimidate. On-lookers had no other 
choice except to immediately give respect to passengers who came down from its 
backseat. 

The Nissan Safari was the first SUV that became a local status symbol. It took 
away revenue from luxury sedans which traditionally ferried the ultra-select while 
being chauffeur-driven. The Safari gave owners the option to drive it, and made 
them look good while they held the steering wheel. 

At present, the Nissan Safari has two modern versions displayed in Nissan 
Showrooms. There's the Nissan Patrol Safari, a vehicle still used by our local 
Generals and are also the President's back-up vehicles priced at P2.3M+. 

Then there's the Nissan Patrol Royale. An uber luxury S.U.V. where all types of 
technological functions can be found. It's competing against the current Toyota 
Land Cruiser as the vehicle of choice for wealthy businessmen and politicians. It's 
priced at P5,375,000.00 and its availability is rare. 






Mitsubishi Pajero circa 1996 



In the mid-90's, the demand for an SUV grew significantly. People saw it as 
a growing fad. But more importantly, SUV's addressed regular floods. This made 
the'96 Pajero, the original panlaban sa baha,a Filipino family favourite. The Pajero's 
exterior has a calm demeanour unlike its rough-edged counterparts from other 
brands. Inside is ample leg-space and sporty looking dashboard complete with a 
compass. 

The Pajero was also the best known SUV in history to have value for money. It 
was maintainable compared to most and didn't consume too much gas, especially 
its diesel versions. The Pajero was also a favourite vehicle to attach front bumpers 
on which is why it closely resembled an American Football linebacker. This vehicle 
is also known as one of the longest lasting SUV's. It was on display in Mitsubishi 
Showrooms starting late 1996 and 2007. 

The Pajero was granted two new generations of bodies by Mitsubishi. One 
launched in 2004. The current one on display was brought in back in 2009. Unlike 
its older version, the new Pajero is in the Full-Size SUV category, competing against 
the likes of the Ford Expedition, Chevrolet Tahoe, Subaru Tribeca and Kia Mohave 
and is in the P3,270,000 to P3,450,000 price range. 


Toyota Fortuner circa 2005 





called a Rav4. It had two 


Honda CR-V circa 1998 


doors and rode like a budget sports car, only with an elevated point-of-view. This was 


taken note by Honda who i 


mmediately wanted to compete against the Rav4. Then, the 


Honda CR-V was born. It was longer, slightly taller, had four doors, appeared more 
conventional and was price correctly, as if, it was the Toyota! It was an SUV that fit the 
Filipino family's lifestyle better. Soccer Moms got the best out of it! 

The CR-V became Honda's bread 'n butter alongside the 98' Civic. Like its sedan 
counterpart, it was easily maintainable and consumed sufficient gas. But it mostly 
brought to the scenery is the introduction of the new car class: the Compact Sports 
Utility Vehicle, now more popularly abbreviated as the CUV. Other companies 
i picked up the trend and debuted their own versions in an attempt to receive the 

L same success the 98' CR-V had. (Nissan launched the X-trail, Mitsubishi had the 

Outlander, Hyundai with Tucson etc.) 

Today the CR-V is in its third generation. It slightly looks more feminine but 
had a lot of technological features versus its competition. It's price starts at 
PI ,275,000.00 up to a highest variant at PI ,525,000.00. It's best driven 
within the city limits. 


1 



It's not uncommon anymore to identify more than one SUV parked in someone's garage. Believe it or not, our SUV to sedan ratio is larger than particular first world 
countries. From being just a pure utility vehicle to a status statement, the SUV's development has gone through a lot of stages and changes. 

The Land Cruiser, Safari, Pajero, CR-V and Fortuner are the real classic SUV's of our time. We won't even be surprised if there exists a person who owns several of those 
mentioned. Decades from now, they will surely be reminisced about. And to those who actually have owned one during their day, you know that you had one big car that you 
are about. 


When Toyota first advertised the Fortuner on print, people got curious and immediately wanted to visit it in dealerships. What even 
made people more interested was its price. For its size, capacity, and design, it cost less than usual. It inherited the '96 Pajero's 
Value for Money reputation. Soon after was the customers' waiting game. Buyers received their Fortuners after an average of 
five months because of the long order list. 

The secret to its low price is its rented elements from its pick-up counterpart, the Hilux. The Fortuner has the Hilux's body 
chassis, gearbox, engine form and front exterior. This way, the Fortuner introduced a new platform which other car 
companies patterned their mid-size SUV's with. The Mitsubishi Montero, for example, was born out of the Strada. 
Similarly, the Everest and the Alterra had the same parts as the Ranger and D-max respectively. 

However, it was also the Fortuner's rented parts which created bad PR for the brand. Complaints were mostly 
connected with the Fortuner's suspension for being too wavy of a ride for the common man. Yet, this didn't stop 
people from purchasing the vehicle because the price tag was still too attractive. 

While retaining its original body, the Fortuner has now been updated for the second time with a more 
executive appeal versus its former sporty set-up. Toyota currently offers a flurry of options for the Fortuner 
starting with the 2.5L (MT) Gas displacement variant at PI ,349,000.00up to the top of the line 3.0L Diesel priced 
at PI,741,000.00. 



Less Original 

Though it speaks a lot of personality, the Jeep Wrangler closely resembles the 
locally manufactured stainless owner type of Jeep. This somewhat prevents more 
potential buyers signing sales agreements. 

Redesign 

The Isuzu Crosswind started as an AUV but was redesigned and repackaged 
as a compact to mid-sized SUV in 2008 along with bigger wheels and new 
technological features. Today's Crosswind can be seen as a cheaper alternate to 
most SUV's in the market. 


High Maintenance 

Because of its VI2 engine, the Hummer H2 forces the owner to gas up $600 
worth of fuel when travelling from Los Angeles to Las Vegas. One Way. 

War Lord 

Land Rover's Defender is called a Defender because it was used by the British 
Army in past conflicts. 
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SOULSXtEN 


The Philippines’ Soul Siren and Playboy’s May-June cover Nina stunned everyone at 
the press conference recently held at the Hard Rock Cafe, Makati. 

The event was opened with the performances of the latest songs of Nina on her 
“Stay Alive” album which debuted this year. A music video which was shot during her 
photo shoot for PLAYBOY was also premiered on that day. Having the theme burlesque 
and playing with the colors of the Philippine flag as a celebration of the independence 
month on the cover was surely enjoyed by the media. 

At the press conference, Nina answered the same questions we asked her when 
she surprised us by agreeing to do the shoot. When asked why she decided to do this, 
she gave the same reply she gave to us: “Why not? It is, after all, PLAYBOY.” With 
overpowering certainty and passion, she added, “When will I do it then? I’d rather do it 
now when my body is at its best.” 

After the lunch conference at Hard Rock, we headed with the hot singer to Mellow 
94.7, 99.5 RT and Jam 88.3 for a quick chat with our favorite DJs. Accompanied by 
Playmate of the Year Sky Aisuru, Playmate of the Year 2011 Billy Abeleda, Anniversary 
Playmate Gypsy Sarcon and 2012 Playmate of the Year contender Jobie Quinn, Nina 
shared her experiences in the PLAYBOY shoot and how it made her into a health buff. 

A much awaited appearance in Odyssey, Gateway Mall was also done on media 
day. With roaring fans of PLAYBOY and the Soul Siren, the entrance of Odyssey was 
completely packed with people who lined up to get an autograph. The signing, which 
lasted for more than the expected hours, was a success. The Ninarians had a chance 
to have their albums signed while loyal PLAYBOY collectors made sure they had both 
covers of the magazine signed, too. 

We would like to acknowledge Hard Rock Cafe, Odyssey, Mellow 94.7, 99.5 RT, 
Wave 89.1 and Jam 88.3 for another eventful partnership for the May-June issue of 
PLAYBOY Philippines! 


Nina goes heart to heart with Paparazi host Zoren Legaspi 






Last May 27, a large leap in the Philippine Automotive industry incurred as 
120th Lamborghini dealership opened in Metro Manila and Playboy Philippines 
was there to witness it! 

The event's main speaker was no less than Mr. Stephen Winklemann, 
Chairman and CEO of Lamborghini International, also a Gallardo driver himself. 
Mr. Winkelmann started by describing the brand's fruitful history (who would've 
thought Enzo Ferrari and Ferrucio Lamborghini used to be partners and friends 
before the competition?) Then, we were convinced why we should choose his 
cars against the "reds" by exclaiming that it is Lamborghini who stride and 
standout because of superior design and performance. 

But of course, the highlight of the afternoon was evident from start to end. A 
flurry of shimmering Lamborghini vehicles were displayed to make most guests 
and onlookers drool over what could be there pinnacle of all dream cars. 

So to you, our self-made epicurean reader, we encourage you drop by the 
dealership located at the Bonifacio Global City and check if your dream car is 
there waiting for you. The good thing is, you won't have to risk purchasing a 
Lamborghini unit from grey market dealers who probably overpriced them and 
don't have the proper tools to maintain them. 

Lamborghini Philippines is distributed by PGA Cars, the same distributors of 
other luxury brands Audi and Porsche. The dealership has two base models for 
sale: the Gallardo and the Aventador. Prices are available upon application, of 
course. 

But what we are all excited about is the possible coming of the Lamborghini 
Urus, the world's first Supercar SUV. We can only imagine who would be the first 
ones who will purchase that! 











Playmate of the Year Billy Ann Abeleda has her mind in full focus. The 
manager of Cunejo Accessories and Apparel is not only busy working but 
also has her mind on her studies. Playmate Billy is back to school and is on 
her last year with her Business Management course.Year 2010's title holder 
shows that she is more than a woman after she won Playmate of the Year. 
With her determination to continuously improve, she is exactly what a first 
PMOY should be! We take our hats off to you, Billy! 
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The PLAYBOY Playmates had 
another wonderful night at the recent 
launch of Flique Magazine in the 
Philippines at Opus Bar and Restaurant. 
Attended by Playmate of the Year Sky 
Aisuru, Playmate of the Year 2010 
Billy Ann Abeleda, Miss June 2008 
Sachie Sanders, Playmate of the Year 
contender Jobie Quinn, Playmate of 
the Year contender Su Yen Li and 
Anniversary Playmate Gypsy Sarcon, 
they had the first glimpse of the newest 
fashion magazine that gives pride 
to our Filipino designers, stylists and 
bloggers. 

Hosted by professional model 
Bianca Valerio, everyone was serenaded 
by the first cover girl of Flique, Yeng 
Constantino. The Flique team was 
applauded for having a successful 
maiden issue that was described as a 
"breath of fresh air" to the fashion 
industry. 

Our Playmates who are also fond 
of dressing up and partying had one 
of the best nights yet this year. With 
90's music from Panty Monster's, Xtina 
Superstar and Jujin. and overflowing 
tequila shots to make the night more 
interesting, the Playmates definitely 
had their needed bonding and were 
all happily Flique-d. The launch party 
marked the start of the era of street 
style in a magazine - Congratulations 
and more power to FLIQUE! 


PLAYMATE FLASHBACKIT 

Playmate Phen Madrigal 

li 


Some one just got married! Playmate Phen Madrigal, our 
Christmas gift to all of you back in 2009, recently tied the knot 
in a dream beach wedding last summer. Today, with the still 
very hot body that Phen has, she continues to model from time 
to time while happily living her dreams as a wife. Belatedly 
sending best wishes and more love from PLAYBOY! 
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CALL US AT 0917-8724196 

2ND FLR. 8 JADE BL06. ORTIGAS AVE. CORNER SANTQLAN RD.. 
NORTH GREENHILLS, SAN JUAN. METRO MANILA. PHILIPPINES 
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Marc Rodriguez 

0905-2734603 

mrodriguez@pbphil.com 

lobie Reprado 

0917-PIAYB0Y 

jobie@pbphil.com 
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Cherry Blossoms Hotel 


FOR INQUIRIES 

MR. GARY SANTOS (CEO/PRESIDENT) 
OFFICE ADORES: 65 C. JOSE ST. s 
MALI BAY. PASAY CITY 
MOBILE NUMBERS: 0917-SI45-073/ 
090S-8905-073/ 0922-8369-238 
LANDLINE: (02) 851 0251/ (02) 359 1687 
EMAIL: GARYSANTOS73@YAHOO.COM 


www.casavallejobaguio.com 

www.casaalonsoboracay.com 

www.lakbayanhotels.com 


Rooms and Suites 


FACES ^CURVES 

ReC&€ATE VOUfi BEAUTY 


§3® - 

Tower Cate 


5 .SO Joitje Bocobo Exleasiou 
Eniaita. Manila. Plulippincs 1000 
Tel.: (632) 708.9901 to 10 
Fax: (632) 522.4172 

fcmaiL cbh(rt clienx’bltHsomsljoteLcotiLpli 
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ALEC BALDWIN 


On a candid conversation with Alec 
Baldwin on PLAYBOY'S 2009 Interview, the 
outspoken actor talked about his battles 
with studio executives, reporters, lawyers 
and his ex, plus what he really thinks about 
his electability. 



A ,o, m e, physical therapist 

S2 the Miss Universe crown but received the 

first runner-up prize in the process. 


Photo Credits: wwww.wikipedia.org, PlayboyPH archives 


JUDD APATOW 

The comedy genius behind almost 
every funny movie ever made, Judd 
Apatow explained his obsession 
with pansies, his friendship with 
Seth Rogen and his unique way 
of getting revenge. 
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LANCE ARMSTRONG- 

PLAYBOY was lucky enough to have on 
our pages an interview with one of the 
world's greatest athletes about those 
drug rumors, the 60 million yellow 
bracelets and living a charmed life. 


CAMERON DIAZ 

Everyone's favorite bubbly superstar, 

Cameron Diaz speaks about being an 
adrenaline junkie, the joys of caveman 
sex, co-starring with your ex and her life 
as a tomboy. 
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CHARLES BARKLEY 

The blunt Sir Charles lets us know 
of his governorship in Alabama, his 
thoughts on under-aged NBA players, 
and what he thinks of dogs named 
after him. 
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PATIS TESORO 

Patis Tesoro is an environmentalist 
representing a brand that 
deals with a different kind of 
fashion consciousness. She sat 
with PLAYBOY over coffee and 
sunshine and talked about her true 
passions, jejemons, and her life in a 
parallel universe as an organic farmer. 
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MUSICS. VIDEO 

GREAT MUSIC, MOVIES, 

GADGETS, CAMERAS, 

ARTIST MERCHANDISE AT 

SUPER LOW PRICES! 
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HOME MUSIC MOVIES TV SHOWS GADGETS/ELECTRONICS MERCHANDISE 
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SHOP NOW AT THE ODYSSEYLIVE.NET E-SHOP 

HTTP://SHOP.ODYSSEYLI VE.NET 


FOR MORE UPDATES 
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Find us on 

Facebook 


ODYSSEYLIVE.NET 


follow us on 

twitter 


@ODYSSEYLIVE 
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12 OCTOBER 2012, 7:00 PM 
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